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U E H O I R S 



-CORRESPONDENCE 



JOHN WILKES, Esq, 



MS. VrihKES ELECTED AlrDBEMAN OF THS 
WABD OF FABRINODON WITHOUT. 

jPIL vacakcy in the court of aldermen 
having happened by the death of sir Francis 
Gosling, a number of freemen of this ward 
immediately proposed to elect Mr. Wilkes. 
The design was warmly approved ; and, on 
the 2d of January, 1769, he was elected; 
Eut some mistake, in point of form, having 
%een made, the election was declared void ; 
and another was appointed, which took 
{)Iace on the 37th of the same month. 
Vol, iv. b 
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when Mr. Wilkes was unanimously re- 
chosen. 

The ministerial party, who were the ma- 
jority in the court of aldermen, affecting 
to doubt Mr. Wilkes's eligibility, resolved to 
take the opinion of counsel on that point. 
The recorder (Eyre), the common serjeant 
(Nugent), and sir Fletcher Norton, were of 
opinion that he was not eligible. In thi^ 
they were opposed by the attorney-general 
(De Grey), the solicitor-general (Dunning), 
Mr. Serjeant Glynn, and Mr. serjeant 
Leigh. 

To the latter opinion the court of alder- 
men were favourable : and it was moved to 
send notice to Mr. Wilkes of his being duly 
elected ; but this motion was negatived, the 
aldermen ^pprehendiiig that a mandamus 
might be the consequence. The election^ 
however,.-gave Mr. Wilkes a ^natural and mu- 
nicipal connection with the city of London, 
and laid the foundation of that attachment 
which contributed so essentially to both his 
honour and his interest. 
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ME. WILKES S ELECTIONS AND EXPUL- 
SIONS. 

At this time Mr. Wilkes^s popularity 
stood very high. The more he was perse- 
cuted, the more his popularity increased. 
By the mere influence of his name and cha^ 
racter, (for he had no influence of family or 
of former connection,) he had already elected 
his favourite and able caunsel, Mr. seijeant 
Glynn, for the county of Middlesex, in the 
room of Mr. Cooke, deceased. He appoint- 
ed members of parliament, alderrhen, she* 
riiFs, and mayors, at his pleasure. 

Never did the ministers of the crown 
show more impotent malice, or degrade their 
royal master into a lower estimation in the 
judgment of his subjects, (if, indeed, these 
measures were not forced upon them by a 
secret cabinet,) than throughout the whole 
persecution of Mr. Wilkes. 
B 2 



4 MEMOIRS OP 

A new writ having issued for the election 
of a member for the county of Middlesex, 
*in the room of Mr. Wilkes, expelled,^ a 
public meeting of the freeholders was held 
on the 14th of February, 1769, when it 
was resolved to re-elect him ; and he was 
unanimously re-chosen on the l6th. But 
.the house of commons declared this 
election to be void ; and further, " that 
Mr. Wilkes was and is incapable of being 
elected into the present parliament/* An- 
other writ was, therefore, issued, for a new 
election. 

The freeholders persevered in their reso- 
lution. They were very sensible that the 
house of commons exceeded its constitu- 
tional powers ; and therefore, when the 
election came on, which was on the l6th 
of 'March, Mr. Wilkes was again unani- 
mously returned. A Mr. Dingley stood for- 
ward as a candidate, but he had not a single 
vote. 

A third writ was now issued ; and at this 
election a new candidate was brought for- 
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ward — Golond Henry Lawes Luttrell, wha 
vacated his seat for Bossiney (lord Bute's 
borough) in order to stand for Middlesex. 
But this vacation was believed by some to 
have been very irregularly managed. It was 
said to be anaminal vacation^ but not a real 
one ; so that, if Middlesex could not be ac- 
complished^ Bos^ney was* stUi open» The 
distinction is not material^ for all the trans- 
actions of the time were governed by trick 
and chicane. 

On the close of this election (April 13), 
Mr. Wilkes was returned by the sheriffs 
(Townsend and Sawbridge), as before. The 
house of commons ordered the sheriffs to 
produce the poll-books ; from which it ap- 
peared that 1143 freeholders had voted for 
Mr. Wilkes, and only 296 for cotonel Lut- 
trell. Yet the house, to the eternal dis- 
grace equally of itself and of the nation, 
and in defiance of every principle of honour 
and justice, declared, that colonel Luttrell 
aught to have been returned : and when pe- 
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titions from Middlesex, London, Westmin*- 
ster, and Sonthwark, were presented against 
colonel Luttrell, the house resolved, on the 
^th of May, " that Henry Lawes Luttrell,. 
esquire, is dulT/ elected a knight of the 
shire to serve in this present parliament 
for the county .of Middlesex.*' 

Thus ended, to tise\the worcfe of Mr. 
Burke, *^ the£fth jict of thi^ tragi eoriiedy t 
— a tragi-comedy acted by hisi niajesty-s ser- 
vants, at the desire of several -persons of 
quality, for the benefit of 'Mi': Wilkes, iand 
at the expence of the constitution*.'* 

• Several very able and learned tracts Were writtea 
on this sub§bct ; the Jwrliicipal df which w6re — ; 

Mr. GrenviHe's Speech en the 3d of Fefcrafiry, 1769.- 

Mr. Wilkes's answer, entitled " A Letter to Mr^ 
Grenville/^ 

" A fak Trial qf the Important Question ;" very ge» 
nerally, but very unjustly, imputed to lord Camden. 
It was written by Mr. Mackintosh, a barrister, and par-^ 
ticular friend of lord Temple. 

'' The Question Stated," by sir William Meredith. 

The Answer^ by judge Blackstone. 

" The 
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SOCrBTT OP " SUPPORTERS OF THB BILL 
OF RIGHTS." 

Xjl number of independent gentlemen, 
menibers of parliament, eminent merchants, 
eonstderable traders, and other persons of 
property, feeling the liberties and privileges 
of their fellow-subjects deeply wounded by 
the arbitrary conduct and proceedings of 
government^ foroied themselves into a so- 
ciety, with the professed view of supporting 
Mr. Wilkes ; and a committee was appoint** 
ed to carry the same into execution through* 
eut the kingdom. 

The first meeting of this society "was held 
at the Londoa Tavern, on the 20th of Pfeb- 
■ ■ • - - • '-III - 1 

" The Case of the Middlesex Election/' by J. Dyson^ 
M.P. 

" Serious Considerations on a late Important Decision/' 
by Edward Weston, Esq. writer of the gazette. 

" False Alarm/' by Dr. Johnson. 

The Answer by Mr. Rosenhagen, 

Junius's Letters. 
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At this time^ the accounts of the society 
stood thus : 

Debts of Mr. Wilkes discharged, 

upwards of - - - . ^.12,000 
Election exjaentes * * • 2>973 
Two fines ------ 1,000 

To Mr. Wilkes for his support, 1,000 
And 6,82 1 1, of debts remained to be 
compounded* 

Daring the summer of 1770, the society 
compounded this remaining sum of 6,82^1.* 
except about 200l. due at Aylesbury t» 
Much obloquy was cast on Mr. Wilkes con- 
cerning this debt. He had been treasurer 
to the Foundling-hospital, when member 
for Aylesbury. Some debts had been con- 
tracted for the use of the hospital, which 
Mr. Wilkes had not discharged, although 

^ It has been sapposed^ that (he society received 
considerable assistance from some great people. It is 
proper to correct this mistake ; and to declare^ that the 
society never received the smallest assistance from any 
party, or great man/ in administration, or opposition. 

f In a short time afterwards, three members of the 
society went to Aylesbury^and compounded tins remnants 
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he had received the money. This. matter 
was called a breach of trust; but Mr. 
Wilkes's own account of it is in these words : 
•' The whole of the affair is this— he-was to 
pay the tradesmen's bills at Aylesbuiy. The 
hospital issued the money : the tradesmendid 
not call for it every quarter ; and it was left 
in Mr. Wilkes's hands. When Mr. Wilkes 
went abroad, all his private afiirs were in 
the hands of Mr. Cotes ; who was afterwards 
a bankrupt himself, and a great sufferer." 

In what light Mr. Wilkes stood with re- 
spect to the tradesmen of Aylesbury, may 
be seen from the following letter, sent to 
their repre:entatives at the time when it was 
currently reported' that Mr. Wilkes would 
not be permitted to take hisseatin parliament. 

" To John Durand^ esq.* 

" SIR, 

*^ Fully persuaded that the clemency of 
the best of princes will, if necessary, be at 

♦ Another ^opy of this letter was directed, to Antony 
Bacon^ esq., the other member for Aylesbury, 
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length exerted in favour of Mr. Wilkes, we 
hope that^ should an attempt be made to de- 
prive him of his seat in parliament, you will, 
from your connection with us, who are sin- 
cere in our friendship for him, prefer lenity, 
and from your regard to the public, justice to 
his constituents, before rigour and severity ; 
and use your utmost endeavours to prevent 
the success of such a measure. 

"We*are, Sir, 
your most humble servant!^ 



"Jylesbwy, 
April 30, 17<i8/' 



EDWARD TERRY 
WILLIAM HICKMAN 
JOHN DELL 
DEV, DAGNALL^JUN. 
RICHARD TERRY 
JOHN SMITH 
JOSEPH GRIMES 
THOMAS KIRBY 
JOHN PERKINS 
JOHN BRETT 
DANIEL LATHWELL 
JOHN TURREY 
FRANCIS HOWSE 
HENRY RUSSELL 
JOHN PRESTON 
ROBERT NEALE, 
JOHN BURNHAM 



JOHN STEPHENS 
WILLIAM PUGH 
BENJAMIN BATES 
JOHN PLOMER 
ROD. HOBBES 
THOMAS /HILL 
JOHN HILL 
WILLIAM BROOKE 
JOHN RUSSELL 
THOMAS SMITH 
E. PRICE 
JOHN WOODCOCK 
H. STONE 
ROBERT PATTEN 
ROBERT JExMMET 
FRANCIS NEALE 
HEN. SHERIFE." 
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• It is proper in this place to state Mr* 

Wilkes's pecuniary situation at the time of 

his enlargement. He had an estate of 700l. 

a year: out of ivhich 200l. was payable 

to Mrs. Wilkes; and an annuity of 150l. 

to Mr. Reynolds his attorney, he having 

purchased the same for 1 OOOl. — so that there 

remained to Mr. Wilkes no more than 350K 

a yean It is true, he had now received 4000U 

from lord Halifax : but of this sum, 12001. 

was paid to Mr. Reynolds for law charges ; 

and 8OOI. were paid to liquidate some debts 

concerning the Bucks militia, when Mr. 

Wilkes was their colonel. Respecting the 

other 2000I., Mr. Wilkes stated to the 

committee of the society, that he was ready 

to submit the application of that sum to 

themselves ; but the committee thought it a 

private business, in which they did not 

choose to interfere. 

When Mr. Wilkes was emancipated, and 
his debts were compounded, a considerable 
party in the society thought the object of 
its institution was accomplished. Mr. Wilkes 
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and his friends thought otherwise. The so^ 
eiety had not^ they said^ made him easy and 
independent, according to the original en<* 
gagement, stated in the preamble. The 
members differed very much with each other 
Upon this point: many seceded; and at 
length the society dissolved* 



Mil. WILKBS'S ENLARaEMEKT. 

On the 17th of April, 1770, the se- 
curities for Mr. Wilkes's good behaviour 
being given^ and his fines paid, he was dis- 
charged from his confinement. Next day 
he published two addresses, one to his con- 
stituents in the county of Middlesex, the 
other to his constituents in the city of Lon- 
don ; which were much admired, and which 
the reader will find in the note.* 



*T0 THE GENTLEMEN, CLERGY, AND FREEHOLDERS, 

OF THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 

/ 

GENTLEMEN, 

I OBEY the strong impulse of a lively gratitude, when 
I thus employ the first moments of my liberty to thank j 



On the a4th of April he was sworn^ 

ytm for Ihe many favours you have conferred on me 
during a long, crue]> and unmerited imprisonment, Mf 
sufferings, the two last )Fear«« were endeared to me, as 
well as rendered truly honourable, by the support and 
protection of the friends of freedom. The trial was,. 
indeed, long and severe, but the most happy conse* 
quences have followed. The feivourable opinion you 
were pleased at first to entertain of my intiegrity and 
fortitude, has been confirmed on a vasiety of occasions ; 
and I have experienced as frequent proofs of your un- 
wearied zeal for your country, and steady regard to me. 
I will go OR with tlie sarad spirit, in the cause of a brave 
and free pe(^Ie. To their service, to the defence of the 
laws, and to the preservation o£ the religious and civil 
liberties of the whole British empire,, the remainder of 
my life shall be dedicated. I rely solely and entirely on 
your protection ^ and I will form no connection which 
may, in the smallest degree^ warp me from my duty to 
you, either as the dependant of a minister,, or even as the 
servant of the crown : for 1 think a representative of the 
people ought to be perfectly free and unbiassed, in order 
more effectually to keep every minister in awe, and ta 
oppose every encroachment of the prerogative^ against 
which the house of commons was established as a firm 
barrier. I will therefore know no influence in parlia- 
ment but that created by the constitution, that of the 
constituents over their representative; and I do not mean 
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as alderman of the ward of Farringdpn* 
without, at Guildhall 

■ • ■ - 

to acknowledge any other constituents than those pa- 
triotic friends, by whose favour I am the legal member 
for the county of Middlesex. 

I reflect, genllemeni with great satisfaction, that the 
many tedious months of my harsh confinement were not 
uselessly employed in the common cause of public free*- 
dom. I have enjoyed in prison the fruits of my long 
labours ; the glory of destroying that dreaded engine of 
arbitrary ]>6wer, so cruelly employed of late, and sa 
often fatal tO" our countrymen — a general warrant. After 
every delay of privUege and chicane from May, 1763,. 
an upright jury in last November declared a secretary 
of state guilty. No pujiishment, however, has reached 
that first and great offender. The treasury paid the fine, 
and the whole expence of the prosecution ; and he has 
been even rewarded with the custody of the privy seal* 
The very superior abilities of my worthy colleague, Mr. 
Serjeant Glynn, were exerted through the whole of this 
important cause. To his indefatigable zeal, and love of 
legal liberty, every subject of this empire has the most 
essential obligations. I have taken care that all the 
proceedings in this great struggle of the people against 
the usurped power of ministers, shall be entered in the 
proper court ; and I hope the record will remain unaltered 
to our latest posterity, as a complete triumph of liberty 
over despotism. 
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He rented part of a furnished house at 



I feel,, with indignant sorrow^ that I have not been 
equally successful in another national concern which I. 
had at heart — I mean, a strict parliamentary inquiry intow 
the horrid massacre of our countrymen in St. George's 
Fields, on the fatal 10th of May, 1768. I gave to the 
public ail the original papers respecting that wicked 
shedding of innocent b]ood>.by which the land is defiled;, 
and I offered to bring the evtdenoe ta the bar of the 
iu)use of commons. The only hope which now re* 
mains to us, is, that the virtue of a future parliament^, 
faithful to the trust reposed in them by the people, will 
soon purjue the murderers; that justice will at length 
overtake them ;. and that the most shocking of all crimes' 
will not be left unpunished.. The horror of the action 
is still fresh in the mind of every roan of humanity ; and 
I hold it to be the greatest reproach of our age and na« 
tion, that so many of our fellow-subjects have been basely, 
murdered by^ an inhuman soldiery in St. George's Fields^, 
and other hired ruffians at Brentford, without a single 
victim to the public j.ustice of our country, to t^e future se«- 
curity of our lives, or tothe violated laws of God and man. 

The state of this county, gentlemen, is truly alarm-^ 
ing. The house of commons have not only rejected a 
member chosen by a majority of llie freeholders, but 
lUcewise obtruded upon you a person whom you never 
elected. They have openly assumed the whole legisla- 
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Fulham, for the benefit of the air, and! 



live power. By their vote they have declared an inca- 
pacity, where the law of the land and common right 
lendered the party eligible to parliament. This pro- 
ceeding is a direct attack both on the form and essence 
of the constitution ; a flagrant violation of the funda- 
mental privileges o£ Englishmen ; and a robbery com- 
mitted on every elector of the kingdom, even in the 
most invaluable of all bis possessions, the right of repre- 
sentation in the house of commons. You have petU 
tioned, you have rancnutraied, in the spirit of true sons 
of liberty ; but in Vain. The reason is most manifest;. 
The measure of my expulsion and incapacity was pre- 
viously settled in the cabinet ; and only brought to par- 
liament by the minister in order to go through the com- 
mon forms, as ether business in the usual eourse of the* 
session. The nation, however, are not the dupes of thir 
artifice, and they regard the present house of commons 
as no longer a just and ftiir representative of the collec- 
tive body of all the electors of this united kingdom ; and, 
therefore, they do not hold that the power and authority, 
of a legal house of parliament is inherent in the as- 
sembly now sitting at Westminster. 

I. am happy, gentlemen, to leave a hateful prison 
without the least spark of anger or resentment against, 
the authors of all my sufferings. 1 have no malice nor 
jcevenge to gratify. I feel no passion but that^ of gratis 



while liis own house in Princess-court was 
repairing. 

— ■> ■ ■ . _ , - ■ ■ - 

tudb to my friends :: and my only enemies shall be those 
of my conntry ; those who still.naanifest a rooted^ unre- 
lenting malice^ against the liberties of this kingdom^ and- 
who endeavour to intail slavery on us and our posterity. 
If my persecutions are not yet ended^ I will continue to 
bear up as a man, firm and determined in the best of 
causes ; nor, for your sakes, will I scruple to dare all tho 
vengeancd of those wretched ministers, who are now 
llie rulers over us, but possess neither the confidence* 
BQC the esteem of the people. If his mafesty be gra* 
cioasly pleased to listen to the cries of a loyal but in« 
jured nation, and to remove a most corrupt and despotic 
administration, who are every day basely and desperately 
stabbing the very vitals of the constitution, I shall then 
hope to live among you in the enjoyment of the first 
blessing and the most sovereign good, liberty, both per* 
sonai and political ; and, when I can no longer be useful 
to my country, to die happy, in the applause of the 
friends of freedom and of England. 

I am, with deference and regard. 
Gentlemen, 
your faithful and obedient humble servant^ 
Jpril 18, 177C John Wilkes- 

Xe THB 
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He sent his daughter to Paris^ on a visit 

TO THE WORTHY INHABITANTS OP THE WARD OR 
f ARRINGDON WITHOUT. 

CENT1.EMEN,. FREEMEN^ AND FELLOW CITkZENB* 

I CANNOT sufficiently acknowledge and applaud the 
persevering spirit and cheerfulness with which you have 
struggled through the various difHcuUies arising from mj^ 
inability to attend the duty of this great and respectable 
ward. My future conduct will besit show the sense I 
have of so singular an obligation. The tedious impri- 
sonment to which! was sentenced for the firm opposi- 
tion I made to a wicked ministry^ is at length happily 
passed. . By regaining my liberty this day, I hope to ac- 
quire the power of rendering you real services ; and, 
from the superior rank, you have conferred oame> of be- . 
coming more eminently useful. I shall not fail to attend 
the next court of aldermen ; when, in support of your 
rights, . I mean to lay claim to, and insist upon, the being 
admitted and sworn into office, as having the honour of 
being elected by the general voice of %o considerable a 
part of the city. 

It is a particular satisfaction to me, gentlemen, that I 
am to enter on my duty at a time when we aire governed 
by so excellent a chief magistrate j and have sheriffs of 
the most liberal principles, zealous promoters of the pub- 
lic good, and of approved virtue. But, above all, I re. 
joice thai the high spirit of liberty, joined with prudence, 
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to her friends there ; which happened to be 

temper, tindhitrepidi'ty, in so peculiar a manner now 
animates the whole body oF the liverj of London. The 
iate petition and remonstrance will reflect honour on 
them to the remotest ages. The English history does not 
give a stronger instance of the uprightness of our coun« 
•try men ; nor an example of any body of men more un- 
tainted by corruption, more uninfluenced by every con- 
^deration of fear or interest, and more calm, yet deter- 
4nined, in a great cause. In the time of the last Stuart 
king, during the general confusion, when the dastardly 
tyrant fled, the principal nobility and gentry resorted to 
our Guildhall for preelection; and concerted with our an- 
'Cestors, the citizens of this metropolis, that generous and 
equal system of power, which was established by the 
people .at the glorious Revolution, and confirmed by the 
succeeding parliament in the Bill of Rights. We have 
•scenthe most valuable of those -rights, the right of re- 
presentation in parliament, opeifly violated. On this im» 
-portant occasion, the livery of London have shown them- 
selves the wt)rfehy >de»cendants of such ancestors. The 
petition and the remonstrance have carried that enor- 
mous grievance to the throne in a spirited and becoming 
manner. I trust that their public virtue and firmness 
will at last triumph over the tyranny of the present ad- 
ministration ; and that our sovereign will restore the 
.constitution^ thus shaken Drorn its foundation, by the 



22 MEMOIRS 09 

the more agreeable^ on account of its being 

speedy dissolution of a house of commons abhorred by 
all good men, odious to the whole nation, and tlie validi- 
ty of whose acts is now daily arraigned by their former 
<:onstituents. Such a consequence, 1 think, must soon fol- 
low from the noble conduct of this city, and of other 
^reat and public-spirited bodies of men. After tliat 
happy event, the people of England may expect from 
their true friends in a future honest parliament, the three 
essential, and only effectual remedies of ^his distempered 
.state — acts for the exclusion of placemen and pension- 
ers, for the short duration of parliaments, and for an 
'equal representation. 

I know, gentlemen, how much the power and wealth 
of this great city depend on its trade and commerce ; 
which have always flourished most in the freest states, 
4ind never arrived at perfection but under the patronage 
of liberty. I shall, therefore, be ever ready to receive 
your directions on these important points ; and in what- 
ever relates to the prosperity of this -city^ and the par- 
ticular interest of our ward. Every probable plan for 
:the advancement of the common welfare, as well as 
every mercantile consideration, shall have its due weight 
in my mind. I will ever be a zealous defender of the 
rights and privileges of the livery, and of all the freemen 
of London. In the concerns of this extensive ward, I hope 
*to have the advice and assistance of my constituents; 
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the period of the dauphin's marriage, (the 
late French king.) 

■ ■ ■ ■ I I ■ I I ■ I f 

every one of whom may be assured of that attention and 
regard, which I owe to those by "whose delegated power 
I act, and for whose interest i accepted this important 
4rust. It shall be my constant and earnest endeavour, to 
justify to the world the choice you have been pleased to 
make of me as your alderman ; and to approve myself an 
upright magistrate, and a goodcttizen of the capital of the 
JBritish empire. I am. 

Gentlemen, Freemen, and Fellow Citicens, 

With gratitude and respect, 

your affectionate and 

^obedient humble servant, 

dpril 18, 1770* John Wilkes. 
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FROM 

Mr. WILKES to his DAUGHTER, 

DURING H£R RESIDENCE AT FARIS, 
ilN THE MONTHS or APRIL, MAY, JUNE, ako JULY, 1770. 



-BETTER I. 



Prince* s-courfy 
Fridat/ Mornings Jprii^^y 1770. 

I HA-D the favour of my dearest Polly's two 
letters yesterday, both together^ I cannot 
express the pleasure they gave me ; for, not- 
withstanding all the laugh of miss Gordon, 
I think it awkward for ladies to travel with- 
out gentlemen : and they cannot so well en- 
counter any difficulties or dangers; which 
we were made to protect them from. It is 
the best prerogative of our sex. 

I was much pleased that you arrived in 
such good time at Sittingboume. The 
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greatest delay is always at leaving home. I 
am afraid you will find the time very heavy 
at Dover; which is dull, as all other sea-ports. 
There is not yet any letter for you from ma- 
dame De Chantereine. 

I regretted exceedingly, my dearest Polly, 
that 1 could not have the pleasure of accom- 
panying you on your little tour. After I 
left Prince*s-court, I arrived safe at the 
mansion-house, through an infinite crowd 
of people, and paid my duty to the lord- 
mayor J from thence I proceeded to Guild- 
hall, where was a very full court of alder- 
men, eighteen in all. I wds sworn into of- 
fice without any opposition 4 and all the al- 
dermen present took me hy the hand, and 
wished me joy, with great apparent cordi- 
ality. My lord mayor afterwards took me 
in the state-coach to the mansion-house; 
where he gave us, indeed, a most elegant 
dinner, and the greater part of the aldermen 
attended. I never heard so loud acclama- 
tions, nor sofi-equently repeated, as through 

VOIm IT. Q 
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the day. So much for the city, the city- 
business, and my brother aldermen. 

I am impatient to hear of my dear girl'd 
/«afe arrival at Paris, and every thing being 
ras she wishes. I beg you to write to me 
before you embark, as soon as you get to 
Calais, and afterwards by the first post. . If 
by any accident the two French servants are 
not arrived at Calais, I advise you to write 
from thence immediately to madame Chan- 
^tereine, and to wait her answer at Dessein's.: 
but I trust every thing will be. favourable. 

I have inclosed to Mrs. Jov^s. three letters 
from the French ambassadress. 'Pray, pay 
Mrs. Jones ihe postage, of them to Dover, 
and put them carefully;among your baggage. 
They are not to ;go by; the post from Calais, 
and are to be delivere4i;aS'SOon as you arrive 
at Paris. I have /wrote by the post to Joe 
Paris, who will come to receive your orders. 
I beg my dear daughter not to travel in the ' 
dark ; and to drink plentifully of greeii tea, 
if she is sea-sick. If, by any accident of ' 
coritury winds, &c. you are detained at T36- 
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ver, be so g&od to write every post from 
thence ; and by Dyer, when he returns/ No 
better is come from raadame Chantcreine. 

Past eleven o'clock. — Good night! — Com- 
pliments to madame La VaUerie. 



Prme€*s^courU May 8* 

\VhEN I returned here last night, I 
found my dear daughter's letter from Paris, 
of the 2d, which gave me the sincerest plea* 
sure. I suspected the ITttle difficulty you 
found from post-horses, which is increasing 
^very day. Madame de Chantereme is very 
polite to write to me. I wish that I could 
write her a better French letter in return 
than the inclosed is; but pray assure her 
ijf my great regard. 

Suard says that he has not received any 
<f{ the books. You may remember, I sent 
c a 
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3 parcel to monsieur Antoine^ son of the 
great hunter. Pray, tell him so : and when 
you are at Versailles, you may inquire where 
the mistake is. I should be very sorry if 
they were lost. 

I wish you would give me a particular di- 
rectioii to you, that I may not always write 
under Suard's cover, but sometimes directly 
to you at madame De Chantfereine's. You 
may be assured of my writing to my dear 
girl every post. I shall contrive for your 
being in France all June, and, I believe, till 
near the middle of July, when I propose to 
meet you at Dover; and we may make a 
little tour from thence to Margate, &c. 

I am determined not to be sheriff, unless 
the parliament be dissolved before midsum- 
mer, of which there is no probability. Lord 
Mansfield said in the house of lords, that 
it was impossible to risk a new parliament 
now, considering the present temper of the 
nation. To which lord Camden replied: 
** Then you own the sense of the people is 
with us ; which you have always denied, and 
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asserted it was only the cry of a few factious 
persons/' 

You will have great pleasure in tracing 
the dauphiness*s route in the book you have. 
Dessein has not charged too much for the 
chaise, saddle, &c. and you did very right 
to keep them ; but you should agree for the 
chaise's standing, or you will be charged ex- 
travagantly, as I know by experience. You 
managed extremely well by such early hours 
on the road, and you have travelled with all 
the expedition of a courier du cabinet. As 
znadame De Chantereine does not keep her 
coach^ I think you should be at all that ex« 
pence ; and take one by the day or month, 
as you find best. Do not regard any expence 
for your pleasures or convenience :• I will 
contrive well for you* I am glad you like 
Francois. He may as well attend you quite 
to Calais, on your return. You had better 
engage a good coiffeur by the week or 
' month; Excuse all these hints, and believe 
ine most affectionately Yours. Adieu I 
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LETTER III. 



Mansion' House^ May 1 1 . 

1 AM here, my dearest Folly, sitting in the 

seat of justice for the tord-mayori who ha* 

. particular business at Westminster ; .but 

while I am waiting for the witnesses^ I shall 

nav mv ^YMnnlim/enta to vnn^ flUhr^n^-K -^^ • 

^ .^ J ^ -_ .w j^^, ^.^^^o 1*1^- 

tbing has occnrred of late to entertain you. 
I was at the adjourned* sessions at Guiidiaal^ 
on Friday, from ten till near five, 'V^hi the 
recorder, &g. and every thing passed with 
wonderful good^umour, but doliiessrrttigii- 
ed triinnphant the whole day. I made my- 
self ample amends yesterday, by a visit 'to 
Sfcrange's exhibition of pictures; which cO*i- 
' tains, indeed, some wonderful performances. 
I saw there Mrs, Angelo, as handsome as 
ever, who inquired much after you. I drank 
tea yesterday with Mrs. <51ynn and niiss 
Oglander, who greatly regret your absence. 
Mrs* Glynn is still prettier than she appear- 
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ed to me through a window in Red-lion- 
square, * through a glass dimly.' Miss Oglan- 
der has her share of satirical wit ; perhaps 
too large a one for the softer sex« 

I have taken a ready-furnished house for 
a year at Fulham, about four miles from 
Prince's- court, in a most exquisitely pleasant 
situation* You will be delighted with your 
apartment. The house is small, but very 
convenient. I pay sixty guineas a-year ; aod 
my time is to commence froin.nex.t Wednes- 
day. The title to the house in Berners- 
street cannot be cleared : I have, therefore, 
quitted the idea of it, and am in treaty with 
Mrs. Kent for a house in Prince*s-court, the 
last house next to the Birdcage-walk, on the 
same side with Mrj>. Henley's. It is small, 
but exceedingly pleasant. The rent is to.^be 
fifty guineas a-year. There is an excellent 
hall. I mean to furnish two print-rooms ; 
one for you, the other for myself. Mrs. 
Macauley bought-in herself the house in 
Berners-^treet, where I visited her yester- 
1 



32 MSMOlRSr ov 

day. I mean to be three or four days in the 
week at Fulham, all the summer. My Bath 
tour will probably be prevented by the hurry 
of business' here. 

Can my dear girl recollect what she ad- 
vanced to Mrs.Henley ?-^Great preparations 
are making for the masquerade on Monday^, 
at Mrs. Cornelys'. — I mean soon to give up 
Mrs. Henley- s lodgings : and have only one 
room at the new house in the court, while 
the other rooms are fitting up there (which 
will not be long) ; and all the servants, except 
one, at Fulham. — I saw Mr. Davidson yes- 
terday, who desired his compliments to 
you. 

To-morrow we are to have another meet- 
ing with the lord-mayor ; and on Monday 
a new court of common-council, to consider 
of another remonstrance. For fear of grow- 
ing more dull than usual in this thick alder- 
manic air. 

Adieu, my dear daughter, adieu ! 
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LETTER IV» 



JL THANK my dearest Polly for her very 
xigreeable letter from Versailles ; and the ac- 
count she gives of the- splendid entertain- 
ments there, which is t;»y far the most agree- 
able relation I have seen.' AU^ our news- 
papers and the foreign gazettes scarcely con- 
tain any thing else; I give the dauphin joy 
of so handsome a wife ; and^ what is more, 
so good-humoured. He certainly deserves 
it, when he has so rich a boon as the two 
kingdoms of France and Navarre to give 
ber : yet I have seen a monarch, who had 
three kingdoms to give, matched with less 
beauty than generally falls to the share of 
SL common mechanic. 

Since I wrote the above, I have likewise 
my dear daughter's of May 23; and am 
Jiappy that she is so well after such a fatigue 
C5 
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as a round of pleasures, crowded too close 
on each other, necessarily occasion. I send 
you a German account of the dauphiness. 
You do not mention the colour of her eyes : 
for the rest, your description brings her be- 
fore my view. 

I have been this morning at the meeting 
of the commissioners for new-paving West- 
minster. Lord George Germaine (Sackville) 
looked very stately. Fitzherbert and I were 
OQ]d and formal, yet we shook hands : so did 
Clayton, Tucker, TufFnell, &c. who were 
present. 

Pray, thank madame Martin, in my name, 
for. her great civilities to you.. When yon 
have leisure, I wish you to inquire about 
China handles of St. Cloud porcelain for 
knives and fork$, and the price. I would' 
purchase three dozen of the large sort of 
handles, both knives and forks, and two do- 
a^n for tbe dessert, if they do not com^ too 
dear ; and have them mounted in England. 
I have settled it to take a tour to Dover, to 
bring you back ; and from Dover^ an excur- 
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8ion with you to Margate, a very gay place^ 
for a week; then to Mr. Sawbridge's for 
two or three days ; and after^yards home, to 
Fulham. It will be impossible for me to 
come to France : but you may continue there 
till the middle of July, as the earliest time 
for me to come to meet ypu ; I have so 
much business. 

I believe 20,000 are the greatest number, 
ever hitherto let off at once. Our famous 
fire-works for the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle 
had only 6,000. 

My respects to your Bonne. 

Adieu, dearest Polly, adieu I 



LETTER V. 

Ai.' 

Fulham, Jum 5. 

A KECEiVED on Sunday morning, my dear- 
est Polly, your little packet by the courier, 
and mademoiselle de La Vallerie's letter. 
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Praj, thank madame De Chantereine for the 
galantry of her present to me. I am ex- 
ceedingly pleased that you purchased all the 
enjoyments of Versailles with only a little 
fatigue^ and I hope that is long ago passed. 
The empress-queen's letter to the dauphin, 
I think, is polite and tender ; but there is a 
C9nt in it, which always made a part of her 
character. You did not mention particu- 
larly about the ball-mask, and if there was a * 
great variety of grotesque figures. The fan- 
tastic appearance of such a group of motley 
forms, makes the pleasure of such an enter- 
tainment. What character did madame De 
Chantereine appear in ? 

I have been only once at Vauxhall, with 
sir Joseph Mawbey, &c. and not once at 
Ranelagb. I begin to recover the fatigue of 
visitings and great dinners, which I abomi- 
nate. I cannot have my new house in 
Prince's-court till midsummer-day, for Mrs. 
Hasted's brother does not come to town till 
the 20th ; which delays all my plans. After 
I have the house, theris must be a thorough 



repcur, as I am to have a lease for fourteen 
years : and in all cases I prefer it ; for thie 
excellence of the situation erisures me a 
tenant if ever I quit it» which I should only 
do for a house six times as large. I have no 
small business to do in the city, both this 
month and the flext ; but in August we bate 
holidays, and I wish to pass them with my 
dear daughter : I wish, therefore, she would 
contrive to be at Calais on Friday, the 3d of 
August ; and then she*^ might come, with a 
favourable wind to Dover, with the Satur- 
day's packet. I will certainly, if I am alive, 
be at Dover the Friday night ; and after you 
have reposed yourself there, we will, if you 
please, proceed together to Margate, and on 
our other excursions in the county of Kent. 
I mention my plan as soon as I cduld b& 
sure of it, that you might more conveniently 
for yourself take all your arrangements j 
and after our return, I hope the smell of 
the paint, &c. in Prince's-court will be 
eiltirely over, and then you may change 
for this and town, as you choose; I am more 
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and more pleased with my situation here^ 
Glass, china, &c. I have purchased in abun- 
dance» The new servant, Frances (for she 
is too venerable to say Fanny), behaves very 
well ; and there is great harmony among th^ 
domestics. I have several keys of gardens 
In this neighbourhood sent to mei, so that 
you will have every kind of amusement in 
that style here^ If madame De Chantereine 
could contrive to accompany you to Eng- 
land, I should be most happy to see her ; and 
would endeavour to make her pass the time 
agreeably in our island. I wish you to press 
the invitation. I shall contrive to send you 
some cash on Friday, and again a larger jsum 
before you leave Paris, for your journey and 
all your little commissions. 

You oblige me exceedingly by your ten- 
derness to your young cousin. I am sure he 
will be disposed to look up to you with grati- 
tude, as his second best friend. Have you 
seen him dance ? Pray, desire monsieur Ckii- 
choix to do every thing in a handsome man- 
ner for bim^ and to let him enjoy all reasonable 
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pleasnres. I beg you to thank M. de Beau- 
mont for Ihs letter and the pamphlet; which 
politencw will force me to approve, although 
I think it is as triflii^ a performance as any 
I have seen, as wdl as frequently erroneous. 
I did not receive that which he maitions ta 
have sent by Mr. Franklin, nor have I heard 
Mrs. Macauley mention it. I hope ma- 
dame De Beaumont is well. She is a truly 
valuable lady, and adds to all her talents a 
most charmis^ modesty. 

I wish you to inquire if your cousin leanKa 
to draw : if he does not, I wish he might 
begin directly. I dined on Friday with 
Prench company, at D'Eon's, and had a very 
cheerful day. I shall write to D'Espilly as 
soon as I hear from monsieur Audibert Du* 
pont, at Calais : but I stili suspect some mis- 
take about the books. As the Helvetiuses 
are in the country, if your inclination Jed 
you to it, you might pass two or three days 
with them ; and if the distance is too gre^^t 
for an easy day, they would probably meet 
you half-way. But I wish you quite to fol* 
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low your own plan : I only hint what you 
might like, as you may have leisure to fol- 
low your own fancy entirely. I am much 
pleased with mademoiselle La Vallerie's let- 
ter. 

We have had a great deal of rain ; and 
scarcely any body has left off fires, much less 
JMr. Wilkes, who has put up a new grate in 
the study at Fulham. 

I wish my dearest Polly all imaginable 
happiness, and beg she would present my. 
best respects to madame De Chantereine, 
the Baronne, &c. 

•Adieu! 



LETTER VI. 



Pnnce's-Courty Friday Night f 
Jpril9,7j 1770. 

•Since I have written to my dear daughter, 
on the supposition of the wind being fa- 
vourable, and her having sailed, I have re- 
ceived hers from Dover of last night* I 



.J 



JOHN WILKES^ ESa. 41 

trust, however, before this> that the wind has 
changed-; and I shall be impatient to hear of 
her safe arrival at Paris. Madame de Chan- 
tcreine's letter, and my longer one, are both 
gone to Paris ; but I have sent a short one 
to Dover, and the particulars : and that ma- 
dame De Chantereine says, St. Jean and 
another servant were to- be at Calais last 
Sunday, or Monday, to attend you. I wish 
you a good journey to Paris, and every plea- 

0ure there. 

Adieu! 



LETTER VII. 



Prmce'S'Ccurtf 
Friiay^ May At^ 1770. 

-I HAVE had the very great pleasure of my 
dear daughter's letter from Calais, and re- 
joice at her lucky passage. It was well 
worth waiting for ; and though mademoi^ 
«lle La Vallerie was so sick, I hope that be* 
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fore this she has found the benefit of sg^ 
wholesome an emetic. 

Very little material has happened since F 
wrote laat. I find going about not a little 
troublesome, from the too great partiality^ 
of my countrymen. I went last night, for* 
the first time, to a place of public diversion,^ 
in Spho-sqpare. The company was good, 
but not numerous, owing to the ridotto and 
AlmacVs being the same night. . Lwas higl^ 
ly entertained, and stlaid till after two; which,, 
you know, was a scene of great rakery for 
me. The ladies said that they were ready 
to pull caps for to dance^ with me ; but I 
apologized, tliat L had scarcely yet learnt 
even to walk, afler so long a confinement,., 
much less to dance.. Many inquiries were 
made after you^: and a charming miss John-^ 
son, of the city, who was the celebrated 
peasant with eggs at the last opera-mas- 
querade, sighed when I told her of your 
tour to Paris, to dance * with down on your 
feet,* as Shakespeare says, at the dauphin's 
'wedding. The fooms were gay, and well 



lighted ; but the cotillons were danced' mc^t 
execrably; 

To*day I have attended a court of alder- 
men and common-council ; and^attended^dt^ 
my owncommon-Gouncil-men, 'with the vi* 
car of St. Dunstan's, Mr. Reynolds and 
two parish-clerks. I hope the great hurry 
of business is now over^ and that I shall get 
leisure to look, after my own more imoiedi*^ 
ate affairs. Every thing succeeds to my sa- 
tisfaction* 

I bad a. letter fronv Jbe Paris^ that he* 
handed you out of the packet-boat, and had 
hired a good, chaise for you^ He tells me 
that you set out early on the Sunday, morn- 
ing from Calais ; so>thatIguess you supped 
au coin, de la rue Sl Flarentifiy with, your 
amiable friend, onTuesdny. When you are 
•once safely arrived there, I shall feel no 
more unea^ness. 

Pray, lay me at the- feet of the belle bu" 
wmne ; and of madame Helvetius, if she is 
at Paris. If you wish for any little presents 
fiir any of our friends,, which, your hvixtf. 
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prevented your buying, let me know, and I 
will send them. I shall send you another 
bill, for the expences of your return ; and if 
you choose to make any particular purchases 
at Paris, I entreat you to deny yourself no- 
thing, nor any pleasure : I can send you 
niore cash. 

I have been visited by all the town, but I 
have let no creature in ; and my orders 
are, never to admit any person, but ladies, 
J. Churchill, and Reynolds : one for the care 
of my health ; the other, of my substance ; - 
as to my soul, you know I am my own chap- 
lain since Chi^rchill's death. 

t believe that I shall take the house you 
Jiked, in Berners-street ; but the title to even 
a year's lease is not yet settled; I have 
^iven Mrs. Henley thirty guineas on ac- 
count. By your book, about 34l. was due to 
her, but she could not recollect if you had 
advanced her any thing or not; so we agreed 
to leave it unsettled till your return. She 
behaves very well, so do all the servants: 
and likewise the oat; whose, nails, however^ 
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1 shall order to be cut to-morrow, for hav- 
ing a little scratched me to-day. She, or 
he, is well ; and the bullfinch, and the ca- 
nary-bird, and the linnet. 

I go to Mrs. Comelys' grand masquerade 
Monday-sevennight ; and have made me a 
blue silk domino, as masquerades are likely 
to be so much in fashion. 

Lord Chatham was great on Tuesday. I 
have not yet been at either house ; to avoid 
every pretence of a riot, or influencing their 
debates by a mob. I mean to spend the 
Whitsun-holidays at Bath ; in order to dissi- 
pate a little, after having all this month 
dispatched the necessary business. 

Good night, dear Polly ! and believe me 
iever 

most affectionately yours. 

Eleven. — Mr. Sawbridge is quite reco- 
vered. 
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Prtnce*S'C<mrij 
Tuesd<^f June 12, 1770. 

JL NEVER received a letter which gave me 
«o .much pleasure as my dearest daughter's 
-of the last of May. I was exceedingly 
alarmed by the melancholy accounts we had, 
of the mischief done at tlie fire-works given 
4)y the city of Paris ; and as I Icnew yoa 
'Xneant to be a spectator, I felt an anxiety 
which I cannot express, till I received your 
letter. I thank heaven for your safety 5 
but I feel as a man for the distress of the 
numerous famiKes who are sufferers on this 
occasion. Pray congratulate madame De 
Chantereine from me, on her happy escape^ 
and assure her of the par^ I take in it. 

I continued at Fulham from Friday even- 
ing till Monday night. I wrote to my dear 
^irl from Prince's-court before I Jeft Lon- 
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«9on, and inclosed to her a draft on n)on« 

Vieur Julien. The little menagerie continue 
well, and seem to thrive much in the coun* 

iry air. The gold fish too is here. Peggy 
goes next week to town, to the new house. 
Dr. Wilson desires you to bring an umbrella 

Sot him. I think you would dp well to bring 
two, as the house in Prince's court is at a. 
little distance from the street. The doctor 
was here yesterday ; and Mrs. Wilson comes 
to dine next week. — ^What good, pious com- 
pany, alderman Wilkes kee|)S 1 

I am very glad that Suard has got his book^. 
1 am much entertained by your account of 
the ball given by the emperor's ambassador. 
I think those given by private persons gene- 
>rally succeed the be^ ; the reason, I suppose, 
is, more care is taken, and their private ho- 
.nour is more concerned. — I wrote to my 
dear Polly my plan for her return : to be at 
Calais on Friday, the 3d of August ; and to 
-come to Dover in the Saturday's packet. I 
■shall certainly be at Dover the Friday night. 
The jrest of the plan I mentioned in the ^ 
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letter ; which I hope she received, and ap- 
proves. I desh-e you to think of any little 
elegancees agreeable to you, for the house 
in Prince's-court ; and to purchase them. 
You ha^^e a tetter opportunity of taking 
what"baggage you like with you ; or of send- 
ing it before, to Joseph Paris at Calais. 
Pray, inquire of Suard the price of the 
largest and best map of Europe, done on 
cloth and rollers, to Tiang up on the waDs 
of a large room ; and be so good to pur- 
chase two bird-cages of reed, and painted. 

WoodfalPs trial for the first publication 
of Junius's celebrated letter, comes on 
to-morrow at Guildhall. I 'wish my dear 
Polly would pay a visit to our old friend 
Lady Mary Herbert, au Temple. Has Goy 
been to make a bow to you ? — I trouT3le you 
with so many commissions, that I believe it 
would te easiest to keep a list of the things 
to be purchased, on a separate paper ; yoH 
will have leisure suflicient. Mr. Lloyd, the 
parson and poet, dined at Fulham with me 
on Sunday. He will soon publisib an excd* 
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feat satirical poem. My brother and mster, 
Hayley and niece, dined there yesterday, and 
in the morning we went to see Chiswick ; for 
which maJGr Labellifere has given me six 
-tickets, for fo«r persons each. We were 
.well entertained, and passed an agreeable 
day. I am never at home at Fulham, but 
ta persons invited. I live there very econor 
mically, and eat my morsel in perfect peace 
and qiiiet ; scarcely wishing for any thing 
but your company. 

How I regret the melancholy which still 
preys -on mademoiselle Helvetius ! So ele- 
gant a form, and so tender a heart, were 
surely formed for other things. 

I think you should avail yourself as much 
as you can of your being at Paris, to take 
lessons of monsieur Cezeron. Pray, what is 
the price of the picture en pnstel, which is 
doing of you for madame De Chantereine ? 
When I mentioned St, Cloud, it was by 
inadvertence : I meant Seve ; to which place, 
as I remember, the manufacture of Via* 

TOL. lY, 2^ 
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^nnes is removed. I am greatly^ obliged to 
your amiable voidne, for her intended pre- 
sent. 

The Randagh fire-works were played off 
4he very day on which the princess dowager 
of Wales left England ; which gave occasion 
40 a variety of sqttibs hi our newspapers. 

.Mj respects, to mademoiselle La Vallerie* 

Adieu, dearest Polly ! 
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APrincc's^Court^ Friday^ June 15% 

The illness of the lord*i|aayor* has given 
me so much employment, that I have but 
a few minutes to thank my dear daugh- 
ter for her letter of the gth of June, which 
gave me a particular pleasure. We have 
been very apprehensive for his life: but 
the danger is now entirely over ; although it 
wiU be some days before he is able tp go on 
with the city business. 

* Bcckford. 
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1 approre very much of your desiring 
inadame De Chantereine's picture; and I 
shall be glad to see in our house the resem- 
blance of so valuable a friend. I sincerely 
regret that we cannot have the pleasure of 
seeing the original in our island ; for^ from 
long experience, I know what charms there 
^are m her conversation. Pray assure her, 
that the most honourable place in our house 
shall be allotted to the representation of a 
lady we so much esteem. 

I heartily rejoice at the happy turn Mr. 
Panchaud's affairs have taken ; and have 
aheays regarded him as a man of honour, 
^and a sincere friend. 

D*Espilly is very obliging. I wish that, 
by his means, I could get the prints and 
your drawings, for the ornament of the new 
house. Perhaps he * would give up my pa- 
j)ers, some of which I much want. D'Es- 

• This he is plainly some other person : not D'Espill/. 
Perhaps Ulcot^ mentioned in next page« and p. 69. 
B 2 
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pilly might feel his puUe about every thing 
he has. It is incredible how iU he has be* 
haved in every particular, 

I advise you to have the dejeuner well pack- 
ed up with the other china, and to bring ifc 
with you. A little more trouble about the bag- 
gage is trifling, compared to future conve- 
niency. I believe Ulcot has likewise a. few 
books belonging to me. I do not wish you to 
give yourself any more trouble about the St. 
Cloud handles for knives. If you find some 
pf any other sort of china, cheap and elegant, 
I wish to have about two dozen knives and 
two dozen forks, for dinner as well as dessert; 
and I would have them mounted here. You 
oblige me exceedingly by your civilities to 
your young cousin * ; and I hope he is sen- 
sible of your goodness to him. Dr. Wilson 
means a little umbrella to put in his pocket. 

Pray, send me a copy of the receipt you 
gave Ulcot. I think you should avail yourself 
as much as you can of your stay at Paris, to 

^ His natural son, mentioned in vol. ii. p. 60. 
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see Cezeron. Pray mention if Jack* has any 
ear, and if he has learnt any steps yet. I 
hope that you got tickets for the Spanish 
ambassador's ball. Have you seen abbe* 
Amaud ? When you do, pray ask him if 
he received the Greek Sophocles I sent 
him; 

All your friends whom I have seen, de- 
sire many compliments. My respects attend 
xnadame iDe Chantereine, and all our Paris 
friends. Pray, remember me kindly to ma- 
demoiselle La Vallerie. 

Adieu, my dearest Polly, adieu ! 
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Prince* s-cmrty 
Tmsday, June 19. 

X RBTVRNBD hcrc last n'^ht from Ful- 
ham, my dearest Polly, in order to settle 
every thing for the new house. I was a 

* His natural son. 
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gardener there, in compliment to you ; for 
I cut off all the rose-buds of the trees la 
our little garden^ (which is a secret,) to make 
them blow at the end of the season, when* 
1- hope to enjoy your company there after 
our tour, ft has rained incessantly with 
us for forty-eight hours ; |ind the sky is still 
very louring, 

I thank my dear daughter for her letter of 
the 12th, w:hich I received last night. Pray,, 
mention whether you have received the bill of 
exchange. I will contrive a larger for yoa 
in a very few days. Let monsieur De la 
Forte know how much I think myseU 
obliged to him for his great civilities to you,, 
in the tickets for the. Spanish ambassador's 
ball. Did you not stay the supper ? for by 
your expressioB about it I am not clear. Is 
the dauphiness * happy in France ? and are 
the French as much pleased with her as 
the first week ? 

My brother and sister, Heaton Wilkes, 

* The late unfortunate c^ueea. 



Nancy, and Sophy Nesbitt, dined with me 
at Fulbani, on Sunday; and yesterday, 
monsieur et madame flgnoles, et mad&moi^ 
selk leur ^lle de quinze ansy qui chante ^ 
merveille^ et D'Eon, visited me there. Tlie 
first are a Pari^an family,^ setUed here abc^ut 
five years. 

I think that you might as well keep the 
handles for the knives, which madame De 
Chantereine is so obliging as to give me, 
and bring them with you. Pray, desire your 
cousin* to send me a little specimen of his 
drawing, as soon as his master thinks jt 
proper ; and tell me if he is ever likely to 
dance half as well as his fair cousin, made* 
moiselle Wilkes* 

I look forwards to the 4th of August with 
particular pleasure ; when I hope to embrace 
my amiable daughter, and to assure her of 
the truest regard and. tenderness. 

Adieu ! 
* His natural son. 
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Princ€*s^ouri, 
Friday^ June 22, 1770; 

JL HIS Will be the last day, my dearest 
Polly, of my being here ; and, therefore, yoa 
may suppose me not a little hurried in the 
removing all my books and furniture. I like 
the appearance of the house more and more 
every day ; and I trust I shall be able ta 
make it perfectly agreeable to my dear 
daughter. 

Yesterday rooming the lord-mayor* 
died, to our great grief. He had, of late^ 
behaved with spirit and honour in the. 
cause of liberty ; and "^as of singular service 
to what we all have the most at heart 

This day we had a common-hall for the 
dection of a new lord-mayor, in his room. 
AH thelEildermen who have served sheriff, 
were successively put up : but the majority 
of hands were for Trecothick and Crosby ; 



* Beckford. 

I 
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who will certainly be returned, although a 
poll is demanded for sir Henry Bankes, It 
is thought to be a plan to put the sherifis t6 
a great expence, rather than with any hpp^ 
of success. Mr. Thomas Oliyer is jpamdli- 
date to succeed the late lord-maypr ; bothal 
representative of the city, and alderman « . { 
believe he will succeed in both. 

I have your favour of the 15th, and am 
most happy to hear that you continue welU 
I am glad Castor and Pollux answered youK 
expectations : but I do not expect mucl|. 
];tleasure in the reading a modem opera; the 
great beauty of which is in the scenery, hi 
France — in Italy, in the music and scenery ^ 

I expected, of course, all my letters would 
be opened. They may print them> if they will ; 
as little more is to be found in them than 
the effusions of a heart which loves youn, 
and the news of the day. 

The colour of the cages I leave to my 
dear girUs fancy. — ^What is become of the; 
little poet, Legier ? Is he always at Paris> 
i>5 
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and 18 Suard still his patron ? — ^Pray^ mAe 
my best compliments to the marquis De Vil* 
levielle^ and let him know how glad we 
shall be to see him again in this country.^— 
The processions on the jour de fete Dieu, 
were full as amusing to young Smith * as 
any comedy^ — ^You did very right to pur- 
chase mourning for the qaeim of Denmark^ 
-~We will contrive to get all your things 
from Cala» ; if not at once^ at least by de- 
grees. — ^I do not thmk it a reproach to the 
dauphin to fall asleep twice at a French 
opera, previded that the dauphiness was not 
there' — unless> indeec^ she was the occasi<m 
of it. 

Good nighty my dear Polly i 

* His naioral son,. 
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GuildhaBf 
Tuesdtnfj June 26, 1770. 

1 HERE are arrived at miss Wilkes*s me* 
nagerie, at Fulham, four exquisitely beautiful 
Indian perrcx|uets^ a present to Mr. Wilkes 
from Portsmouth ; likewise, in the garden/ 
two large myrtles aqd some moss»roses wait 
her arrival. 

The alderman^ quitted Mrs. Henly's 
apartments last Saturday morning, and went 
to Fulham ; but returned to town on Sunday 
night, to attend the election of sheriffs early 
yesterday morning. There was, luckily, no 
opposition ; so that we avoid another poll of 
seven days. That for a successor to the 
lord-mayor is still going on, and will not be 
finished till Friday. I attend here three or 
four hours every day. Every thing goes on 
according to my most sanguine wishes. The 



* Mr. Wilkes himself. 
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two new sheriffs are Rockingham men*. I 
lay in the new house on Sunday and yes- 
terday. I like it extremely, and hope that 
it will please my dear daughter as much. 

No will of Beckford is yet found. — I go 
to Mr. Tooke's on- Saturday, for two or 
three days ; to get on horseback, and i-amble 
round the cheerful country after all our fa- 
tigues. — I have been not a little engaged, to 
have every thing at Fulham made as agree- 
able as possible to you ; and I am now en- 
gaged in the same pleasing business in town, 
Whenever 1 can get leisure from these city 
occupations. I dined on Sunday at Putney, 
half a mile only from Fulham, with Mr. 
Oliver, and a large party ; and I prophesy 
that you will have- a most agreeable neigh- 
bour in Mrs. Oliver, and all that family. 

It will not be known till Friday who is to 
be lord-mayor. Mr. Thomas Oliver will 
be chosen, I believe, without opposition 5 
both as member for the city, and alderman. 

• Joseph Martin and William Baker^ esquires. 
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George Bellas was first proposed^ but he re- 
signed in the handsomest manner in favour 
of Mr. Oliver, 

The Olivers, Lovell, &c, always inquire 
after you, and desire their compliments : 
so do the Reynoldses, miss West, Jack 
Churcjiill, &c. 

I wish my dear daughter, would mention 
what the expence of her journey to Paris 
was, from Calais ; and likewise the expences 
©f her French servants ; with what she in- 
tends to give madame De Chantereine's ser- 
vants, which ought to be very handsome : 
that I may proportion accordingly what I 
send for the expences of your return. Twq 
servants should accompany you to Calais^ 
for fear of accidents. Berton and George 
will both come yith me to Dover, the 3d 
of August. I wish to send you a draft to 
answer handsomely every purpose ; both for 
your leaving Paris, purchasing little presents 
for some favourites, the journey to Calais, 
-.&c. Let me know the state of your little 
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finances^ that I may have the pleasure of 
iccruiting them. 

I kiss the hands- of your amiable landlady^ 
madame Martin, Suard> Saurin, &c. 

Adiea ! 
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Guildhall f Friday y June 2Q. 

1 HAVE been almost this whole wedt here, 
my dearest Polly, engaged in the grave&t 
city business ; so that pleasure has fled far 
from me. The bewitching goddess, how* 
ever, returned y&terday, in the shape of a 
letter from my dearest daughter, which I 
am greatly ofcliged to her for; and this 
morning I had the satisfaction, by one of 
monsieur Francis's couriers, of hearing of 
her perfect health. He likewise brought 
me the medals and the knivjes from madame 
de Chantereine, for which I thank her ; and 
still more for her kind letter, which I hope 
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to get time to answer the next post The 
medals I think tolerably goodj and the knives 
very elegant. I shall present the medals to 
Dr. Wilson, in your name; 

Pray, desn*e madame De Chantereine to 
accept a real American pine-apple ; which is 
just arrived, and the courier takes to-mor- 
row. The pine-apples from the West In- 
dies are thought much superior to those in 
Europe. I gave the courier half-a-guinea ; 
so that you need not give him any thing. 
It i& the same who brought the knives. 

Will you be so good to see baron Hol- 
bach, or to write to him ; to beg him to ppr- 
chase for me scarlet cloth enough, of the 
finest sort and colour, (I think it is called 
Julien's dye), for a complete suit of clothes — 
coat, waistcoat, and two pair of breeches ; 
likewise, the most fashionable gold buttons 
for the whole ? I purchased the finest blue 
cloth for the baron here, with which I com- 
plimented him (entre nou^) : but, however, 
beg the favour of him to give you the little 
note of what it comes to, with the buttons ; 
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and say that I will send him the cash. Yoii 
may bring it with you well packed up, or 
leave it at Calais, as we settle before you 
leave Paris. A thousand apologies to him 
for the trouble, and my not writing, being 
so much engaged. If he is at Grandval, he 
can get it me, the same, by a line to his dra* 
per or taylor. 

Mr. Thomas Oliver is taken so very ill, 
that he has been obliged to keep his. bed ; 
and has given up his canvass, both as repre- 
sentative for the city and alderman. Mr. 
Richard Oliver succeeds him in both, to the 
great joy of all our friends. 

Alderman Trecothick is chosen this day 
lord-mayor, and has been sworn in. I ac- 
companied him to the commissioners of the 
great seal, amid the acclamations of the 
people the whole way. 

It is so late, that I have now only time 
to wish my dear daughter a good night, and 
to say 

Adieu I 
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Princc's^caurtf 
Fridaj/, Julj/ 6, 1770. 

JL HAY£ just had the pleasure, my dearest 
Polly, of getting you another bill of ex- 
change, which I inclose. I have made it 
payable in the same manner as the last ; and 
when I receive your next letter, I shall be 
able to finish your little money matters, I 
hope, in the way most agreeable to yow.^ 
Mention to me whatever sum you wish, and 
I will send it to you in time. Let me know 
what day you mean to leave Paris, and your 
intended route. There is a second volume 
of the Indicateur Fidile^ I think it is called, 
printed for Desnos, rue St. Jacques, which 
I wish you to purchase for me. I allude to 
the quarto book of French maps, in a blue- 
coyer; but, perhaps, I mistake the title. 
—Some account of the second volume you- 
will find in the last page of the book you 
have. 
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I send you a newspaper, which conta^n^" 
a few of the nonsensical letters which have 
made so much noise in the world. — ^It comes^ 
under Suard'a cover. 

I hope madame De Chantereine received 
fte pine-apple, and that it came safe. — I 
venture, in French^ to^ thank her for her 
obl^ing letter, 

I am just now told^ that the xurf on lord^ 
Grosvenor's caude have given hia Un'dshtp^' 
ten thousand pounds damages against the 
duke of Cumberland* 

The city have voted a statue to the late^ 
lord-mayor, to be ^ected in GuildhaU^ and 
one thousand pounds for the esipaioe oF 
H. — ^Mr. Richard Oliver has no opposition 
hitherto as member; mid the election w3t 
be next Wednesday or Thursday. 

I am going this evening to see the . grand' 
fire-works at Ranelagh» with.Mrs. Reynolds 
and miss West ; I^ therefore, wish you ak 
seady a good night, and am ever 

Yours mo£d; affectionately. 

Adieu Ir 
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Pnnce'S'^cottrtr 
Tuesday, July 10, mo^ 

1 IK CLOSE my dearest Polly another drafts 
at only three days date ; because I recoHect 
the ten days grace which the Paris bankers 
always teke^ and' l would give her all the 
time possible to arrange her little affairs. 
B; the last post^ likewise^ I sent her uiother 
bill, exactly the same, except the date. I: 
wish to know, immediately, if they both- 
came to hand ; and if ray dear daughter 
wishes any further drafb: i£ she does^ I will 
send it immediately, by the first return of 
the post, and at the shortest date possible* 
I do not know to what amount her com-* 
XftisHons are : she will therefore be so good, 
to wcite fully to me the next post, and I will 
contrive every thing in the way, and. to the 
extent, most agreeable to herself 
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I have the two letters of the 80th of June, 
and the 3d of July ; which gave me great 
pleasure. After your arrival at Dover, I 
have settled every thing for our tour to 
Margate, Brighthelm stone, and Tunbridge ; 
so that it will probably be the second week 
in September before we get to Fulham, or 
London. 

I feel much for the situation of little Le- 
gier. He was a pleasing poet, of more 
sweetness than compass or strength in hi^ 
. note. He owes me some not inconsiderable 
sums ; which I forgive him heartily, for the 
pleasure his muse has given me. 

I thaiJc you again and again for your 
great civilities to your cousin.* I desire 
my compliments of congratulation to the 
baron, on that friendly earnest of fourscore 
—-the gout. My best respects to mes- 
sieurs Diderot and Grimm, whose many 
great and amiable qualities I remember with 
pleasure. — ^The lady whom Diderot alludes 

*. His natural son. 



to, I dined with at D'Eon's about a month 

I wish by all means that St Jean may a€« 
.^mpany you to Calais, as \\ ell as Franqois. 
I think you might consult madame De Cbaur 
tereine .herself about doing the very bwd- 
some thing to her servants ; and rather ex- 
ceed whatever she mentions. You may take 
^ lucky momeat, and .hint 4hat it was my 
-wish yc^u might always do a generous 
4.hing, of which 1 thought her an excellent 
Judge. >Pray, bring the Deserteiar with you. 
I. did not find in -the letter the Jil for Ber- 
ton ; wl^ich, I suppose^ you forgot, though 
lyou desire me dormer eeJSi a Berton. 

I think, if D'EspiUy pushes Ulcot, he may 
get the prints and papers : my manuscripts^ 
at least; which might be taken out of the 
band-boxe>, and put up in bundles for you 
Ao bring with you. Things which will not 
spoil, you might ^gxxA before to Joseph Paris, 
«t Calais.; and order him to keep them till 
your arrival. As I shall be at Dover myself, 
I will contrive getting every thing out of 
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the pftclset. Put yoor name^ or mademoi-^ 
-selle La Vallerie^s^ upon the china and 
earthen-ware, 4n capitals. The dejeuner 
mnst be carefully packed iip. I advise yois 
AOt to leave any thing behind at Paris. 
I shall write to thtb^nne ticxt post. 

Adieu ! 
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Prince' s-coiu^f 
Friday, July i2o, 177a 

1 HATE just received my »dear daughter's 
letter of the 15 th, which gave me very 
great pleasure ; and I now begin to reckon 
days, till the joyful meeting I hope to have 
with her at Dover. Madame . Martin is 
equally polite and amiable : I trust that she 
knows the high idea I entertain of her. I 
wish you to bring all the new little pieces- 
du theatre^ as well as any new romance 
^bich may be tolerable^ 
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1 am not quite well : but I am hid^ 
'Stunned by the workmen here; carpenters, 
^masG^s^ and bricklayers, making the neoes- 
Mfy rfipairs. I leave London this day se*n* 
night; and do not return, according to 
my present plan, till the 10th of September. 
I am entirely att your service, to ramble 
.around the cheerful counties of Kent and 
Sussex; and I fancy we shall take Tun- 
abridge, Margate, and Brighthelmstone, in 
4heir turn, during our excursion. 

Joseph Paris is now in London. — ^I find 
he has quarrelled with the people at Calais 
and does not mean to continue there. It is 
-doubtful if he will return there. I believe, 
therefore, whatever you do not choose to 
bring with jou, you would do well to send 
^before, directed to yourself at Dessein's ; and 
if you mention to the captain, or his mate, 
the cloth for me, or if you put it at the 
bottom of your own trunk, it will come 
safe. As I shall be at Dover, I will contrive 
all for you ; only do you let the things be 
j)ut on shipboard : I shall 4)e i:eady to receive 
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iind conduct my dearest daughter to her 
•apartments ; at the Ship^ I suppose. 
. 1 shall only write you one more letter to 
Paris^ which will be on next Tuesday : after 
which^ I shall write to you at Calais the 
Tuesday following ; which I' hope you will 
find at Dessein's, 4he end of the week. This 
will avoid the anx^iety of letters being lost^ 
or getting into improper bands. 

. Your idea about mcHisieur and madame 
Cauchoix is excellent. — Pray, give my best 
compliments to both.-^Poot xleserted St. 

Cloud ! Yet, from the beauties of nature, 

* 

it must be still superior to every thing in the 
environs of Paris, according to my taste. 
. My best compliments to madame De 
Chantereine. / 

Adieu, dearest Polly, adieu ! 
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Prince's CmfU 
Thursday^ Jvh/ 24, 1W(K 

YeSTERDAY'5 post brought mc the fa- 
vour of ray dearest daughter's letter of the 
18 th, and the most pleasing aews of herpen- 
fect health. I suppose the wmd has beea 
contrary, which is the reason of your not re» 
ceiving the bill for 600 liores, dated the 10th. 
If by any accident the letter has miscarried^ 
you may send the second bill for the same 
sum of the same date, which I now inclose 
to you s and it will be paid you in the same 
manner. Second bills were contrived 
for this very purpose* If the post brings 
you the first before the receipt of this let- 
ter, you will then destroy the second, or 
bring it with you : It will then be useless* 
I remember that I inclosed the first under 
abbe Arnaud's cover. It was payable^ as 
vox.. IV. . s 
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vsualj to inadame De Cbantereine, or ker 
cxder; so that it will be of no use to any but 
herselfj without her indorsement. I hope^ 
however, my dear girl will have no more 
difficulty about it. 

I dine on Friday at Woolwich, with the 
court of aldermen ; and thence proceed to 
South Barrow,* where I continue till Mr. 
Home's trial on Wednesday morning at 
Guildford : thence I cross the country to 
Dartford, and so on to Dover ; where I hope 
to dine on Friday the 3d of August, and to 
embrace my best-beloved soon after* 

I wrote to the bonne last post ; to wish ber^ 
as well as you, a good journey and voyage. 

I have just completed an apartment for 
the btmne at Fulham, which is infinitely 
more convenient than she has ever had hi- 
therto. 

I most heartily wish my dearest Polly a 
good journey to Calais ; and will write to 
her at Dessein's by Friday's post: after 

* Country-hoose of Mr. Reynolds, his attorney. 
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wHch I shall be on the Tamble till we meet 
ttt Dover. Pray, remember all my thank* 
fulness to madame Chantereine for her un* 
common favours to you. My best respects 
attend the Baron, laBaronne, Suard, &c. 
&c. Adieu 1 
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South Barrow, 
. Sunday Noon, Jtdy 29, 1770. 

X AM just returned, with Mr. Reynolds's 
agreeable family, from Bromley church j and 
am rewarded for my piety by two letters 
from my dear daughter, dated the lOth and 
22nd of this month. I am extremely happy 
that this tedious absence is almost run out $ 
and think with more pleasure of the present 
week than of any for the last three months, 
as I trust it will bring us together. I dine4 
with the ]ord*mayor and court of aldermen 
on Friday, at Woolwich. I went in aiders 



f6 MEMOIRS OP 

man Kirkman*s phaeton with him, and then 
crossed the country to this place in a post-* 
chaise. We had two turtles, and a fulsome 
great dinner; with the Russian officers of the 
Eagle man-of-war, which is there. Yester- 
day I was on horseback all the mornings 
and in the evening went to see Mrs. Chase; 
whose print-room I much admired, and the 
sedateness of the good old lady. 

Joe Paris is to be at Dover all the week. 
I have desired the town-clerk to,get us pri- 
vate lodgings; and if you arrive there before 
me, Joe Paris will conduct you to them- I 
will contrive to be at Dover as early as I 
can oh Friday; but I shall have to cross the 
country from Guildford to Bromley, and 
again' from Bromley to Dartford, after Mr. 
Home's trial at Guildford, the duration of 
which is very uncertain. I am very glad 
that you at lastreceived the last bill of ex« 
change, of the lOth ; about the fate of which 
I hegan to be suspicious. I hope you wHl 
have returned by the same route ; because I 
think it much the best, though one post mbtt. 
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I advise you by all means to come with 
the first vessel whiqh goes from Calais after 
your arrival there, for fear of naissirjg a 
favourable wind. I do not believe Dess?iri 
will charge you more for the chaise ; or, 4t 
least, very little. I approve exceedingly your 
presents to madarae de Chantereine and 
mademoiselle Julie, which were very well 
judged. 

All this family desire their best compli- 
ments to you ; and we have settled a pl^a 
|br Tunbridge,on our return from Margate. 

Remember the tea, if you are indisposed 
in the vessel. May the most propitious 
gales waft speedily my dearest daugbtei: tp 
her native country, and to my fond wishes I 

Adieu I 

MrlSS WILKES'S RETURN TO ENOLAND^ 

MlSy WiHces landed at Dover on- the ard 
of August, 1770; and was met by her fa* 
ther according to appointment. They im- 
mediately proceeded Jto Fulbam ; and after 
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February U, 177 U 

Jb AM impatient to hear of my dear papa's 
safe arrival i and I sincerely wish he may not 
havesvch weather as we have here,, which 
x^ujst make his tour disagreeable^ and occa- 
sion his getting cold. It was so bad yester^ 
day that I would not go to church ; and it 
continues to freeze very hard, with the pros* 
p^ect of a great deal more snow. I went pi) 
Saturday afternoon to pay my respects to: 
our good friends in the Cloisters; whom I 
found very cheerful, though far from well. 
1 have heard nothing worth communicadng* 
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. - J lavish 3K)iia*{no0t agreeaUe journey, tind 
)^bfi(gyoo to accept the sincere assurance 
of the most tender tove and duty of your 
grateful daughiefs 

Mary Wilkes^ 



"" IITTER IX« - 

F^brmry W, \TTU 

1 liAD the pleasure of my dear papa's Ieb» 
ter last night^^at my return from Limo- 
street -^^ and I am happy to know he hadi.a 
good journey to Cambridge : but very sorry 
it was such a cold one^ and that he has th^ 
same prospect of weather as we have here^ 
The d'inner-party yesterday was quite. » 
private one : only Mrs, Reynolds and th?} 
two missesj but they both behaved so welf^ 
that you will not, I believe, hear any cpm^ 
plaints of them. — Frances was here yesteif-j^ 
day, after I had wrote* 

■ ■ " ■■ ii j ii M iiii 11 .. i» I iii mi ■ I 111 r i ,1 m 

• At the house of Mr» Reynolds^ his attorney*. 



fomr wtiitn; isa* fl 

1 45tie whh- my grandmama* to*Arjr; She 
was so obliging as to invite me on Satilrda^* 
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Wednesih!^ February 15» 177U 

X ARRIVED here yesterday afternoon, my 
dearest Polly, from Cambridge, through a 
wilderness of snow, without the least acci^ 
dent. I found my good tenant and his 
agfeeable family in perfect health, rejoiced 
to have their landlord under their hospitable* 
roof. The first people, both of Upwell and 
Sutwell, were assembled, and passed the 
rest of the day with us ; and the ladies did 
not leave us till one this morning. The sup- 
per was quite a splendid entertainment. I 
was preceded by music, flags flying,, &c. j 
and was accompanied from Wisbeach by 

m i . 
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Mn Dhton's son-^n-law, Mr* Wilaen^a eon- 
siderable merchant* 

Mr. Dixon's nephew, a young academic 
of Cambridge, and two other gentlemen of 
the university, accompanied me in the tour 
I made to see the curiosities and buildings. 
The people followed us in great crowds, 
with prodigious acclamations. I went, on 
Sunday evening, to Trinity-college chapd; 
to hear the service and anthem ; which are 
much admired from the goodness of the or- 
gan, and some excellent voices. The an- 
them was from the ll6th Psalm, "/o7» 
well pleased that the Lord hath heard the 
voice x)f my prayer^*' One of the young 
gentlemen of the college came up to me, 
with much politeness ; and, with great grace, 
said, lam well pleased: presenting me, at 
the same time, with the book of anthems ; 
which I gave to a pretty woman near me. 

This afternoon we go to Lynn :* where I 



• He arrived at Lynn on the 13th of February, 177 1 ; 
where he was splendidlj received, and elegantly enter* 



propose to conlinue tifl Saturday morning 
early ; and then to come the direct road to 
town, through. Barton-mills, Newmarket^ 



tained hy the corporation. The following account a^ 
pearedih die provincial papers ^— * ' ' 

»s sapped in the evening at Mr. iddenoan Beowneb, 
whera^he also slept : in the. morning he was presepiti^ 
with an occasional poem, bound in morocco; withthp 
following inscription en the outside^ in letters of gold : 

Viro prasnobili ; 

Nonproavis, nontitulis, non insigniis, 

Sedvirtute; 

JoHAKKi WiLKBs, armigcro: 

qulmetu scrvitutis liberavit 

cives Britaanos ; 

qui patriae libertatem vindicav^ts 

qui reipubiicae restituit rem : 

PatriPatria?; 
coronam hanc necti gratus 

jussit Apollo. 
Lennae, XVL Cal. Mart. 

M.DCC.LXXI. 

The next day, being the first day of the anniversary 
^vutft, he attended the procession, with the mayor, 
laldermen, &c. amidst the acclamations of the people ; 
and dined with those officers in the iown-balU After he 
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$cc. I shall dine with nij dearest daughfiA^ 
on Sunday at four» and wish that she wooidl 
order a leg of pork : 1 shall not exceed that 
hour. 

The frost is thought very favourable tQ 
this country : but its intenseness is sup* 
prising; and the whole creation seems to 
suffer by it, except man. I beg you to 
remember, with my duty to my mother, 

had taken the oatbs^ and had been admitted a member of 
the corporation^ he addressed them as follows ; 

'^ Mr. Mayor, and Gentlemen,. 
*' I return you my most hearty thanks fer the dntin- 
gaiihod honour you have conferred on me*' I am very 
. happy that my public conduct has been approved by 
those whose applause I so highly value. To persevere 
fteadily and uniformly in the same )ine of action in the 
great cause of the people, to support the noble rights 
and privileges of this free natioi^ and with spirit to 
withstand every encroachment of arbitrary power, is the 
i^i return I can make to gentlemen of independent 
principles and liberal minds, as well as the only way*I 
can shew myself worthy of being admitted a member •£ 
tfiis respectable corpomti<»)/^ 



Mr. Dito&'s compHments.^ Do not forgci 
to your bmme^ My dearest Polly, . 

Adieu f"' 



BETTER ir^ 

Saiurthjf N^Jiti. 

X HE pleasing account of the famota Mr. 
Wilkes was received in Prinee*s-court with 
great joy ; and the satisfaction I shared thiis 
afternoon with the old lady m Pialace-yard.* 
It is hoped the retirement to Bedfordshire 
proved quite refreshing ;. and that the for- 
bidden fruit occasioned no kiteiTi^tfon to 
its composure, Monday^s post will be 
waited for with great impatience, when I 
flatter myself to receive as agreeable tidings 
as I was this day so pleasingly surprised 
with» 

Indeed, my dear papa, I cannot express 

* Hit motber. , , 



bow mach I ann abUged by your kmd atteiK 
tion, nor how highly delight*^ with yQW 
letten It plainly shews the serenity and 
cheerfulness of mind that have always distin* 
guished you ; and which your now posses- 
sing so eminently, evinces a greatness of 
mind truly astonishing; I hope old Ocean 
received you with calmness, and that you 
will be witness to only his most beautiful 
appQacaoGes. Ampng ihet thoughts which 
wiU occur while you are admiring that nc^- 
bte object, I b^g my dear papa will most 
lavourably consider the teodec duty and a^ 
•fectioa of his dai^ghti^r. 

My grfmdsnama,. and uncl^ Urae}, d^iriedi 
I would presfnt tbeir lov^« 



JOHH ^^&«U| SSQ. t^ 
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StuU at B^dheskr^ 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

X ARRivsD at Woolwich yesterday, aboirt 
eleven ', and found the lord-mayor just landed 
from the city-barge. We were received 
with great acclamations from a very nume- 
rous people, who assembled to pay their 
compliments to the city magistrates^ We 
aoon embarked on board the Chatham yachts 
which was provided for us by the order of 
4hQ admiralty ; and we sailed in her to 
Gravesend, which we reached between nine 
and ten» I was kept up* till two in the 
morning as toast*master : and therefore did 
not choose to embark with the lord-mayor 
for Rochester (which is a circuit of fifty 
miles) ; but preferred coming here, to 
meet the same company by land, in a po&(- 
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cbaise (the distance only nine niiles.)^ Oar 
company all joined at dinner; and we are' 
to eonttDue, here this evening. To-morrow 
the corporation of Rochester dine with usf 
and on Saturday I think I shall return to my 
dearest daughter. 

I tiever knew a voyage and journey more 
bairen of amusement ; but yet 1 have taken 
op the pen, because it gives me another op« 
portunity of assuring you of my regard and 
tenderness* 

Adieu ! 



JLETTER VI. 

December 26, I771*r 

1 HOPE this wSI find you, my dear papa, 
arrived, in good health, at Bath ;r and that 
yout expectation of the roads has not been 
disappointed. 

\\ have inquired twice about the Bathv 
ntachme ; and they have seat one word,- Acmt^ 
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the place it goes from, thart it sets out on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays The 
{)c»st'-coach the same; and they are the 
saoie time upon the road. This will occa* 
^ion my sending your packet to-morrow* 
Pray, tell me which day you choose I should 
send the next, as it cannot go on Tuesday* 
The machine goes from Fleet-market j tht 
post-coach, from Ch^ring-cross. 

Bon jour ^ mon cher papa t 



LETTER VII. 



December 9!tt 177 K 

• '*'.'* *. • ■ . 

X FLATTER myself, dear papa, with the; 
hopes of hearing from you to^ay ^ the greatest 
pleasure I can receive in your absence i but 
as I aim to dine with our agreeable friends 
in Soho-square to-day^ 1 cannot defer writ«i > 
ing till after the post. Every opportunitjr 
efiadlressmg you la so agreeable to me, tbaiv 
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my heart will not let me miss the opportu*^ 
nitf of Mr. Glynn's frank. I hope yoa 
have got lodgings that quite answer your 
purpose. The handsome widow desires^ 
her compliments; and begs you to make 
her apology to miss Gordon,, for her no$ 
writing: which she is persuaded you will do- 
better for her than she will for herself. Dr»^ 
Brocklesby and the major wish y6u th« 
compliments of the season. I^ray^ give my 
affectionate respects to Mr. and Mrs. Glut- 
terbuck. 

Adieu ! — ^The tender affection and duty 
of your grateful daughter constantly attend 
you. 

I have an invitation for Lime-street am 
Wednesday. 



JOHN wiz^&ss^ Esa. gt 



XBTT&& virr* 

ChrisimaS'dayf 117 K 

X AM much obliged to my dear papa for 
his letter; and I flatter myself he is per* 
suaded how happy every proof of his kind* 
Tiesj»;m9^es^me. I^ will give me great plea* 
sure tp seiid( newiqi^nL and letters^ as you 
wish : I am dways happy in doing what yo$i 
desire;— rrl hope you will receive a turkey 
and a brace of pheasants to-morrow,, quite 
good.-=-I am niuch obliged to you for your 
goodness about the venison. I have the least 
wish of sending any to Red-lion-court*.— 
I sent this morning to Mr. Churchiirs> and 
he is something better. 

I most sincerely wish you the ccHnpli- 
ments of the season ; and I beg you to be 

* The reiidenee of Mrs. Wilkes and Mrs. Mead. 
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asstfred, that my dear papa has the tea^ 
derest affection of his grateful and dutiful 
daughter. 

Be so good as to infonn me particularly oi 
your health. 



:bSTT£R IX.. 

StnUh Parade^ Bailt, 
Sunday^ December 9Q^ WTfc 

X HAD the pleasure^ my dear PoHy^ of x^ 
ceiving your letters;^ and the pheasants^ as 
well as the packet of newspapers^ very safe i 
and I thank you for your care and attentiou 
ahout them. I have already settled my route 
£3r returning to London. Our good friend 
Mr. Clutterbuck has been here these twa 
days ; and it is settled for me to go to Luck- 
nam-house* nesct Saturday morning from 

■ . 1 I ■> > ■ III I — ■ « I , , ■ II I J l »■ * ! — l^— II 1^ ■■■ 

* Mr«.Clutterbiiok'8Kaideiioe*. 
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Bath^ but to continue there only till Sun- 
day morning. I have therefore but two 
days to get from thence to town ; so that it 
will be Monday, the <5th of January, in the 
evening, before I can get to Prince*8-court. 
— ^My plan about Salt-bill must be postpon- 
ed ; but I mean nothing should prevent my 
being in town on Monday evening. 

I have found here a most elegant Paris 
hand-screen ; which I have made the pur- 
chase cf^ as a Bath tribute to my dear 
daughter. 

I pass my time with my old fiienda^ 
l^ixon^ Clutterbuck^ Sharpe and family'; 
Mr. and Mrs. Bull, miss Barnes who b 
with them, &c. &c. They are so obliging 
as to dine here to-morrow. — ^To-day I am 
gcMng. to meet Mr. Walton, at his seat 
Hbout eight miles from hence ; but I return 
in the evening. 

The new rooms greatly exceed my expec- 
tttion : and all the late improvements here 
ace ia a noble style; especially Mr. Pulte- 
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fiey^s new bridge, building over the AvoBi 
ivhich will be finished next year. 

I wish you to send me the next packet by 
Wednesday's machine^ or post-coach; but 
the daily papers^ I mean the Public and 
Gazetteer, you may send every night till 
Friday. On Saturday morning I ahall .get 
the papers, before I set out for Mr, Clutter<p 
buck's. On Friday and Saturday night be 
so good to send the Public and Gazetteer ; 
directed to me '^ at Mr* Smith's^ the Castle, 
at Speenhill, Berks, to be left till called 
for ;" and I shall find them for my amuse- 
ment on Sunday evening, as I mean to He 
there. . 

Adieu! 



^VOITN WILKES^ ESa. j^S 
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Prince* s^courtf 
Tuesday Night, Dec. 3 1 , 1 77 1. 

^INCE you left town^ the weather has in« 
tirely changed, and I am uneasy at the idea 
of its being no better where you are ; which 
^ould render the sea-side disagreeable and 
unwholesome for you. — I received yesterday 
a note from my mother; desiring me to go 
for two nights to Clapham, to-morrow, in- 
etead of to-^day. I am sorry for the alteration^ 
as it will prevent my having the pleasure of 
^oing up your packets on Thursday night ; 
but I shall leave strict charge with the cook, 
to take care of them. On Friday morning 
I shall certainly return. This day's post 
brought me a letter from the widow, who 
comes back this week. She mentions her 
0on'8 recovering very &voiirably, but hav- 
ing been deprived the pleasure of seeing her 
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daughters. I paid my duty this evening ia 
Palaoe-yard : and found my grandmama ;* 
"vvho is tolerably well^ and very solicitous 
about your health. That most important 
object now engrosses all my thot^hts and 
all my wishes : n>ay these be accomplished 
in your long, very long, preservation to en- 
joy h«ltb and happiness l-^Mr. and Mrd» 
Haylej sent to know how you did this 
mornings 

I flatter myself to-morrow will give me 
the f^asure of hearing from you, an4 
thai the evening coach will bring mc your 
letter to Clapham. Should it ccDtain any 
directiom, I can send them here the nut 
morniiig. 

Agreezj fnon cher papa, nvec voire imdid^ 
gence inrdinaire^ le^ assurtmces du reject et* 
d» la tendrem de , 

voire oheissantejlllej 

Mabis WlhKM^,. 

• Mr. Wilkes's mother. 
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South Parade, Bath^ 
Jan. 1, 1772. 

xV.FTER the warmestwis hes far ah>ng 
succession of happy years to my dearest 
^aughter^ I shall give her the little history 
of my time smce I wrote last. — I had a very 
agreeable day with Mr. and Mrs. Wdton^, 
and the rest of their family, about ten miles 
from hence; and was charmed with the 
true old English hospitality of the seaaonj- 
so rarely met with even at this distance from 
the capital. — I have passed an evening idth 
Mr. Brereton's family and the two misses'' 
linley. Tlie eldest I think still superior* 
to all the handsome things I have heard of 
her. She does not seem in the least spoil- 
ed b^ the idle talk of our sex ; and is the 
most modestj^ pleasing, delicate flower, I - 

▼OL^ IV. w 
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have seen for a great while* : the youngest, 
a mere coquet ; no sentiment.— Yesterday, 
I dined at Mrs. Sharpe's, with Mr. Clut- 
terbuck. The Sharpes are the same as 
you left them, only four years older. — 
Morris is here, and has visited me. — Mrs. 
Macaulay has just left Bath. 

To-morrow, Mr, Bull and I go to Bris* 
tol, where we are to pass the night. The 
friends of freedom assemble there on the 
occasion, and give a public dinner* It is 
thought they will be very numerous. — We 
could not contrive to return here before 
Friday noon. That day has not a post to 
town, and I hope to be there on Monday 
eveiimg ; so that this is the last time -I can 
pay any compliments to you in the present 
little excursion. — Mr. Bull leaves Bath on 
Saturday morning f when Mr. Clutterbuck's 
horses come for me, to conduct me to Luck* 
nam-house. — I beg my daughter to order a 
good fire in my bed-chamber op Monday 
afternoon. 

* Mrs.' Sheridan. - ' 



¥ou are superior to scandal^ and Bath 
now affords nothing else 5 therefore, dearest 
Polly, good night ! 



IiETtBR xn, 

January 1, 177^* 

1 BEtMN the year most agreeably^ dear 
papa, by addressing you, and sincerely wish- 
ing you many happy returns of this day. 

I am very glad the pheasants arrived safe^ 
and hope they have proved good, I sha|l 
be very happy to see my dear father oil 
Monday, and will take care that his apart- 
ment shall be well aireA— Mr, Churchill 
has been here, and looks pretty well. Dr: 
and Mrs. Wilson are very poorly. Our 
agreeable friends in Lime-street*, have been 
so obliging as to send me an invitation for 

• Mr. Reynolds, who wa^ Mr. Wilkes'a attorney. 



JiOO 'MBMOtftS'QF 

to-day ; and no, company can give me more 
pleasure than . those who make you often 
the subject of their conversation. 

I aAjed' Mr. Churchill to give me some 
news for you, bwt he only desired his best 
compliments. 

That health and. happiness may constantly 
attend you, Js my most ardent wish. 



JiETTBR XIII. 

Monday Afttmwm. 

1 AM just favoured with my dear papa's 
letter of yesterday ; whicb, besides the usual 
pleasure, affords me an agreeable surprise, 
as I imagined he was on his little excur- 
sion. 

The chickens and rabbits have proiwd 
very good, and added to the widow^s admira^ " 
tion and mine of the judgment in roarkefc* • 
ting of the donor, equal in poultry to what' 
it isin^^A. 
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Mr. Reynolds called here this momir^/ to 
itiqaire when you returned ; as he willed t6i 
know what would be most agreeable to you 
to be done at a meeting of your friends, in- 
tended to take place in a day or two. I 
pressed him very much to write you all par- 
ticiUars relating to so interesting a transac- 
tion^ which I hope he will do. I am much 
edified by my dear papa's going to church i 
and hope his piety will be rewarded with a 
good sermon whenever he is so well disposed. 
He would have nothing to wish^ were but 
the prayers granted of a heart that feels for 
him every sentiment c^ duty and affection. « 
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Friday^ January 3. 

1 THINK of Monday^ dear papa, with 
great pleasure ; and I flatter myself with 
the happiness of seeing you a great deaf 
better for the change of air, and dissipation 
of your journey. 
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Our friends in lime^^street iiK|ttired kind- 
ly after yoo ; and you was Mrs* Beynokls\i 
toast. 

My uncle HeKton* was so obliging as to 
call here yesterday. He was vek-y well^ and 
4id me the favour of inviting me for Saturday. 

I am sorry you will have but two days for 
your journey ; as I am afraid that will occa^ 
aion your travelling in the dark^ which la 
very disagreeable. 

Adiei^ dear papa t 



X.STTEH XY. 



Newpert^ Ide of Wight, 
Tuesdaj/f June 9, 1332. 

MY BBARBST POLLT^ 

X ABBiYBD at Cobham on Sunday before 
twelve^ and dined^ like a sober citizen^ by 
one; then sauntered through the elysium 
of Mr. Hamilton's gardens till eight in the 

* Mr. Heaton Wilk«$. 
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evening, like the first solitary man through 
Paradise; and afterwards went to bed be«> 
fore ten. Yesterday I got to Guildford by 
eleven, and paid my compliments to our 
good friend Mrs. Waugh and her family : 
reached Portsmouth at five; dined there 
with Mr. Sharpe, Stavely, and Macaulay : 
went into an open boat at eighty in the 
smoothest sea and softest eveni^ in the 
world ; and in an hour landed at Ride, in 
this island, seven miles from Portsmouth. 
Mr. Arr^ sent, this morning, an el^ant 
post-chaise and four for us, which brought 
Mr. Stavely and myself here. The next 
two days we mean to employ in the tour of 
the island ; and then to return to London, 
by Southampton, on Saturday or Sunday 
morning, if the wind is favourable. 

My reception here was as distinguished as 
at Deal, and very handsome even at Ports- 
mouth. All our friends desire their best 
compliments to you ; and we have but one 
wish-^a ykarm one, I assure yoii,-^for your 
company ivith us^ ^ Adieu ! 
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XBTTEB XYI. 

^ide, in i/ie hie of Wight^ 
Saturday^ ^ug. U 

IffT BBAREST POLLT^ 

JLT was SO late on Thursday before I reach* 
e4 Cobhain^ that I thought it most prudent 
to lie there : but I rose very early yesterday 
looming, by which I was enabled to reach 
this place last night ; and am now proceed* 
ii^ to .Mr. Jolliffe's. I had a navigation of 
only an hour and a half^ in an open b^t, tqt 
Hi^s charming spot. 

j|4^* and Mrs. Garrick, ^rived at Mr» 
I>!itzmaurice's on Wednesday ; and pass the 
nai week bere^ I am told. ^ 

I wish you to send to know how MrS4 
Barrell does in her great affiictipm 

Bad pens, paper, and ink, at Ride; but 
good £sh and wine; Unluckily, I can give 
you none of these latter; apd can only employ 



the other ^to tell my dear daughter th^ I am' 
well^ and always her afFectionate father^! . 

Adieu I ' '"•" 



^A 
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August 5, \1H:,. 

A WAS made very- happy, dear papa, oh-m/^ 
retarn from Ilford, by the agreeable news oti' 
your arrtfal at the Isle of Wight in good'* 
heaidi* I am very glad you are so pru^nt ' 
as not to travel in the dark. I was afnii4 ' 
yoa jm^d, mA be able to go as far as you ^ 
intended on Thursday. My warmest wisheir ' 
attetid ihy d^r papa, for his having a most 
agi*eiMe ttf6r. ^ * 

Mr. and Mrs, Molyneux dedire 4hdf: 
comfAmeitfB to you^ and regret very much; 
their not having hi^l tbe pleasure of seeihg^ ' 
ydvit lifaM. ' Tli^ did me the favour of 
re6et)iijlg tete i& tlie most obliging manntf* ^ 
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Mrs. Mdcaulay was there all the time, 
which contributed to make the visit ex* 
tremely agreeable. Your health was re« 
membered constantly. 

( Le marquis de Pezay has been here ; 
whom^ I fancy, you remember very well. He 
is extremely intimate with baron Holbach, 
and well acquainted with all his soci^fe ; but 
particularly with M. Diderot, who has 
brought him up. He has all their compli- 
itients for you, and is very sorry for your 
absence. He is come to England with a 
party, one of whom is the bishop of 
Wilna. 

I beg my compliments to all your friends 
in the Isle of Wight. 

Every kind assurance which my dear papa 
is so good as to give me, has the sincerest 
return of gratitude ; and he will ever have 
the most tendef affection of his duttfol 
daughter. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Shankb% Isle of WighU 
August 5, 1772, 

MY DEAREST POLLY, 

I WROTE to you on Saturday from Ride, 
the morning after I arrived in this beautiful 
island. The same day, I came h6re ; arid at- 
tended the family of the Jollifies to a little 
parish church, with about a tythe of the 
people, who frequent our chapel. 

On my return, as if to reward me for such 
an act of devotion, I had the pleasure of see- 
ing Mr. and Mrs. Grarrick, Mr. and Mrs; 
. Smith, Mr. Fitzmaurice, &c ; who carried 
me away to Knighton, Mr.Fitzmaurice*s seat, 
where I dined, and passed the day. I found 
the landlord extremely amiable and polite. I 
met sir Richard Worsley there, and some 
more Neapolitan acquaintance. Sir Richard 
has a fine seat in the neighbourhood^ called 
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Apuldof comb ; where he engaged me to past 
Monday, with his mother, sister^ &c. Mr» 
and Mrs. Garrick^ and the set from Kni^t- 
ton, came to a grand breakfast, but did not 
stay tiil dinner. Miss Worsley, a young la- 
dy of fourteen^ infinitely engaging, favoured 
m with some exquisite songs ; and the com- 
pany paid her the homage due to such merit. 
Yesterday I went to the priory, Mr. 
Grose's seat, on the eastern part of the 
island ; with the two misses Jollifie, and a 
Mr. Hewson, the clergyman here. The 
botise is mean ; but the situation is most 
beautiful, and the gardens well kid out, aU 
though not entirely in the modem style; 
Portsmouth, Gosport, and the ships at Spit- 
head, are in sight, which give great variety 
to one part of the view ; and the grandeur 
of old Ocean, without a prospect of the 
shore, adds sublimity to }t« We returned 
here last night ; and to-day I am going again 
to Knighton, by particular invitation. What 
fine food for political paragraphs ! But I 
whisper you, that not a syllable has been 



hinted o( pclkics ; and I suspect, horn tif$ 
accounts given me here, that lord Sh^v 
burne's brother and his lordship hw^ 
Scarcely all the same party ideas: but tbr 
conversation was in a mnch superior str^in^ 
and literature, the belles-lettres, huitia^ ^fy 
and manners, find us occupation en(»igk 
for every kind of reflection and thought*^ 
Mrs. Garrick'is, as usual, the most captivat- 
ing of the whole circle ; but there is « wt^ 
of Mr. Smith, urys femme 6!un certain ^gf^ 
in the style of lady Temple ; very sensible 
and entertaining, with politeness free frQ# 
the least aflectation of it. 

Mr. and Mrs. Garrick are uncertain as ;tQ 
their stay at Knighton ; and Mr. Fitzmauri^^ 
of consequence, undetermined. This thrown 
tjbe same uncertainty on my future pl^n. I 
have an idea of a little excursion to AldqrnQy, 
the remains of the Norman duchy ; but tb^ 
doubt of when I may get back alarms me^ 
although the common passage is only siX' 
hours: I must therefor^^ I suspects give 
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up that idea. I beg you to keep all letttrs, 
&c. for the present ; and in a day or two 
I will mentioa how and where I wish them 
to be sent. 

I hope my dear daughter has amused her- 
self wdl in her little excursion, and shall be 
most happy to hear a favourable account of 
her health. 

Adieu t 



LETTER XIX. 



Lymington, 
Saturday Night, Aug. 8, 1772. 

MY DBABBST POLLT, 

A AM just arrived here, after a short and 
agreeable passage from the Isle of Wight; 
where I left all our friends well, except poor 
Garrick, who complains tierriUy of the* 
stone. — He, Mrs. Garrick, and Mr. Fitz- 
maurice, gave me many most agreeable 
hours at Knighton. 



JOHN WILKBS, Xfia. ill 

I have only time to thank you for your 
ontertainiag letter, which I received this 
momittg, and likewise all the newspapers. 
Be so good as to order George to take the 
packet of all the ;iewspapers and letters to 
the Rose, at Hdhom-^bridge ; and let therti 
be booked at th& inn, directed for me ^'at 
the Angel, in Lymington, by the Soathamp- 
ton stage." I wish them to be sent on Tues* 
day; and after that time, I shall think^of 
soon returning to my dearest daughter^ 

Eleven. 

Adieu ! 



LXTTEB XX. 



Pb/motithy 
Friday, Aug. 14, 1772; 

JL ^jkCBABKED, my dearest Polly, at Ly- 
mington, early on Monday morning: but 
the . wind socm becanie unfavourable ; and 
blew so hard^ that we were obliged that af- 
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ternooti to put into Swanagc, a rascally Hifty 
little town in Dorsetshire^ where I was sur-^ 
&tled With CGftnpliments, and stunned with 
the ringing of bells, &c. 

Tueiday I went again early on board the 
sloc^, with little better success ; for the wind 
wsKii so contrary, we could onTy make West 
LttlwxKlh^ a delightful village and little bay in 
Dorsetshire. I employed the afternoon in vi- 
siting a fine old seat of Mr. Weld^ about three 
miles distant, called Lulworth-castle ; and 
on Wednesday, at four, I re-embarked* T?he 
whole day, we beat about with little wind ; 
but at last we made Brixham-quay, in Tor- 
bay, the place where king William landed, 
about four on Thursday morning. I was 
ready to fall on my knees on the sacred spot ; 
and could scarcely leave the holy steps on 
which he landed to rescue a wretched 
peAjde frcm slavery and the Stuarts. I *^a3 ' 
prwoked to find nopyrattiidvobdiaci ttor^^ 
the ileadt ; public memorial, on Bdcfe a spot'f ^'^ 
but Ivhope the m^nory of that event W"^ 
engraven on the hearts of the people ; ^o^^ 
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seem to me^ in that part of Devonsbtrei. 
very stauDch to the cause of liberty. 

I hired hoi^s at six yesterday morraiig^ 
toTotness^ nine miles ^m Brkham-qaayy^ 
tirhere I dined ; and in the evening reached 
this place, twenty-four raites from Totnesflu 
I was so fettgued with my voyi^^ tbab ^ 
I sent the sloop back from £rixham%qiaay ; 
and I now intend to take my course \m^ 
entirely by land« 

I have been to-day in raptures witb the 
beauties^ of Mount Edgecumbe^ and I never 
wished for my dear daughter's company^ 
more than to enjoy them witb me ; but I 
was very much pleased you had not all the 
irksome tediousness axid inconveniences of 
Monday^ Tbesday^ and Wednesday^ to^en^ 
counter. 

We have here the most noble and suE- 
lime prospect I have seen^ with many soft 
and delicate beauties intermixed.. Tlie main 
cx^ean, an immense dock yard, a large town, 
many large ships^ great woods and lawn^ 



J 14 MBMOIBS Or 

Mr» Squire has been my conductor ; af. 
though I see him in great affliction for the 
loss of his youngest son^ who died on 
Thursday night. 

I am just returned from a long walk witK 
him and Mr. Jones^ a North Carolina 
gentleman just arrived ; and have now only 
time to wish you a good nighty and to say 
that I shall write to my dear Polly from 
Exeter on Monday or Tuesday, as I mean^ 
ta be there on one of those days. 

Adieu 1 



August 11, 1772. 

JL AM extremely obliged to you^ dear papa^ 
for your kind letters : that from Shanklin 
I bad the pleasure of receiving on Saturday ; 
and the last, yesterday. I am very happy m 
know you are weU, and that you hfive passed 
your time so agreeably in the Isle of Wighli 
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I sincerely wish the remainder of your tour 
Tnsy give you equal pleasure with the first 
part. I am very sorry poor Garrick has 
such a dreadful disorder. 

I was on Sunday at my uncle's, at Twick- 
enham ; and, to my great concern, found 
the family in affliction. As be was return* 
ing there on Saturday night in his whiskey^ 
the horse took fright at a heap of rubbish 
near home; and the whiskey went with such 
force against a post, as to throw him out, 
and occasion the misfortune of his breaking 
a rib very near the baok^bone* Falling on 
fais face, it is cot in several places, and much 
bruised. The same surgeon attends him 
who set his arm ; and he has given hopes 
that^my uncle's confinement will be short. 
He has happily had no fever. — My cousin 
J&ck was with him, and thrown out at the 
same time ; but fortunately recdved no hurt. 
The coachman attended them, on horseback. 
My uncle was too ill to see me, and has de- 
sired that his friends wiU not come to him at 
present. 
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Mrs. Barrel! is jpretty well. — I intend celt^ 
ing OS her to-morrow. 

I am sure you will share the pleasure 
which the generosity shewn to Mr. Jame^ 
&c. gives me ; which makes me not delay 
io inform you of it. The creditors have 
given up Mrs. James and Mrs. Down's set- 
tlements ; the former of which is l6o/. and 
the latter 200/. a-year : made the partners a 
present of 100/. each; and given them all 
their town furniture, with the ladies' jewels* 
There hf s been a subscription at Clapham for 
Mi:* James, of 500 /. .* and several gentlemen 
theire offered to lendfaim 200/. each, at 3 
per, ccnt.i to go iaiu busbiess ; but he de^ 
dined At. 

I am a little surprised at your leaving thd 
Isle of Wight, so soon, from what you wrote 
to me in your obliging and entertaining let« 
ter from Sbanklin. 

Adieu, dear papa ! 

May health^and pleasure attend you I 
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Jones was not executed thf« morning, and 
18 said to be pardoned. 

I have just bad tbe pleasure of hesaring 
that zny uncle is well enough to get up. 



XETTER XXXI. 



Augusts, 1778. 

T KOPB this will find my dear papa returned^ 
>in perfect health, from his little voyage to 
Plymouth ; which^ it gives me pleasure to 
think« bos /been an agreeable exeursion. We 
continue to have delightful weather, aad I 
hope you have the sameenjoymem. ' 

I have just seen my cousin Jack ; wlio 
brought me the pleasing account of my un« 
cle*s^ being surprisingly well> with an oblig- 
ing letter from him on account of this day^ 
in .which he desires his kindest love to you. 

Mrv I&yley was at home when I -sent. 
My cousin is just the same ; the rest of the 
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family very well. I found Mrs. Baxrall bet- 
ter than I expected. She desired her com- 
l^iments. 

I paid my respects in the Cloisters put ¥n^ 
^ay evening, and our friends inquired very 
kindly after you. 

I have not seen the bishop of Wilna. The 
marquis De Pezay intends bringing him here 
when you return. I believe that party are 
gone on a tour. — I had the pleasure of seeing 
Mr. and Mrs. Mol3meux, and Mrs. Macau- 
4ay, here on Thursday. ThejTdesiied their 
compliments. The former falVoured me with 
a very obliging invitatifHi into Norfolk r with 
the kind addition of ofiering^ to send for ine 
great part of the way; Mrs. Macaulay will 
be there the remainder of the summer. 1^ 
told me she was engaged to go to the Isle of 
Wight ; and would have been very glad if 
she could have gone while you was there. 

I hope you have received the parcels. 

Accept my sincere thanks for the satisfac* 
tion you are so kind as to express at my 
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pleasures; and I beg leave to add^ that 
yours always make me happy. 

Continue, dear papa, your kind affection 
and goodness to your grateful daughter; 
i^hose heart feels every sentiment she owes 
you, above expression. 



|]Miss Wilkes accepted of the invitation, 
«ientioned in the, preceding letter, to the 
house of Mr. Crisp Molyneux, at Garbol- 
Oldham, in Norfolk ; from whence she sent 
•the six following letters to her father,] 
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Bury, 
Satwrdmf Morning* 

DEAB PAFA9 

i TAKS the liberty xX informing you c# 
my arrival here; as I remember the tetters 
from Garboldi^am ^are received only the 
third day, and I cannot learn here when the 
post sets out from thence. I will have the 
pleasure of writmg to you as soon as possi- 
ble. I lay at Sudbury, where I arrived a 
little after six. I have had a very pleasant 
journey, withoilt the least acci4ent. 

Bcmjcniry moncherpapaJ 



CarboUishamj 
Swyiay Afternoon. 

X HOPE, dear papa, )^ou will have received 
my letter from Bury before this reaches you* 
,fl would not miss that opportunity of havix^ 
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the pleasure of writing to you. I had a plea* 
sant ride from thence here. 

Mr« and A^rs. Molyneux received me in 
the most obliging manner. I am under the 
necessity of deferring an account of this 
]^ce, AS toy. htter ia waited for. I shall 
Qnly say^ it is very {^l^asant. 
'I hope for the favour of hearing frQHi 
you ; and beg that of staying till Saturday 
or Monday. The direction is only faotbia^ 
place, ** Norfolk." Accept, desir papa, the 
assurance of my aficction an4 duty ; an4 
ihat of my gratitude; for tniy cpmii^ here. 

I will do myself the pleaaune of writing to^ 
you to-morrow. I have not heard of any qB 
Che family's going to town very soon. 



VOL, iv» 
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'Garboldishanu 

1. AM happy^n having another opportunity 
of writing to you ; and I hope very soon for 
the favour of a letter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Molyneux, and the com^ 
panyhere, desire their compliments. ITfife 
situation^ and the country round it, ^re 
very pleasant. There is a good garden, wilii 
a very pretty wood. The houseis gooA-and 
convenient, but does not stand.Wgfe: Jthas, 
however, an agreeable prospect. .The com- 
pany have perfect freedom given* them here^ 
and we are nine at table. 

Be always persuaded, dear papa, of the 
tender affection ,, and ^gratitude of your ever 
dutiful daughter. 



-Oarboldishanh 
BEAR PAPA, ^ * 

jl TAKE the Opportunity of the Norwch 
coach, to have the pleasure of paying you 
my duty: as I find that, if I was to write 
by"to-morrow's post, you would not receive 
my letter till Monday ; iand by this convey- 
ance it will reach you to-morrow. 

We arrived here last night, after a very 
good journey. On Thursday we lay at 
Hockrell, in Cambridgeshire, thirty miles 
fpora town ; and had not any rain after we 
left Walthamstow. Yesterday the weather 
was as favourable for us as possible. We 
came quite a different road to that I did- 
when I was here before ; through Chester- 
ford, Newmarket, and Thetford : a very 
pleasant and good one ; and, I believe, a little 
nearer. We are quite well. Mrs. Moly- 

6 2 
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neux has heea so obliging as to mention 
going to Houghton and Holcorobe ; but has 
not fix^d the day &>r setting out on that 
tour. She has not heard yet of the arrival 
of the travellers at Paris. . 

f shdl >acqttaint my dear papa with the 
plan of our excursicxi io my next leUen f 
will inquire the distances ;. a^id if it shouid 
not take place till aft^r next w^^ I think 
it will certainly be best for me not to reti^m; 
here. We are to go in Mrs, Molyneux*« 
coach ; and Mr. Crisp Molyneux is to be of 
the party. He comes down in a few days, 
with another gentleman.. At present, there ia 
only his brotlier here. I shall Jje very happy 
to hear from my dear papa:; and I beg be 
will inform me of a health which is, avd 
owght to be, the dearest to me. Henry had 
gppd journey, and » better. 

Je vaus prie <defaire, mil xompUmtns. pear 
moi a monsieur Smith^. I have the deepest 

" * ■ " ■' i ' ^■' r' f n' 9 ' 

. "^ Mr. Wilkes's natacal son : her cott^'/i, as h9a».da^ 
where stjled. . ^ 
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^etise, de2if|>apa> of y6ur goodness; and it 
is my first fj^leasat^e to sliew myself your du- 
tif^ aind afi^cttonftte daugifter^ 

Maky W1LKB6. 

} bc^ to bave the pleastife of a letter 
from you in a vety few tiays. Henri begs 
you^C receive ber duty. 



Garboldishamm 

i "llAto tbfe pteasinre, deat* ^paif^a, <X paying 
yoltt «^ *dQty by the KiM-nvkb. coach, on Sa^ 
turday ; but, for fear that some accident ma^ 
tm^ Ivappl^ied 1x1 my ytter, I will ifidt delay 
¥epeating it, and mentioning a sebond time' 
^nr good journey : I hope, ho\vever, to find 
ttie tu!>nRi'a^ry, ^s I have been assured that con* 
Vey^ttcie is very secure. I therein informed 
you of Mrs. Molynenx's kmd intentton of 
V^OfOg me tx» Holcombe and Houghton. 
Tuesday is the day for seeing lady Leices- 
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ter*s ; and we shall set out on Ihis excurfiioo 
on Monday, if my dear papa favours me 
with his leave. We are to go in the eoach 
or post-chaise^ and have gentlemen. On 
thinking more about it^ I fancy it will be 
proper^ and best for me, to return here^ not 
to let Mrsw Molyneux comeback alone ; and 
for my going to town, on account of Henri 
and my baggage. 1 beg to know your opi- 
nion, which I am always happy to conform 
to. The tour will take up but a little time y 
$0 that it will make only a short delay (if any) 
of my return to town. I beg the favour of 
youc indulgence till the latter end of nest 
week^ in case it should take longer than. I 
imagine. 

Mrs. Molyneux desires her complim^its^ 
' and would be very glad to see-you here. So 
far from wishing to stay longer than the time 
y6u have been so good as to permit me, it 
would quite give me concern to lengthen my 
absence from my dear papa; 

Mr. Molyneux and his ftmily are safely 
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arrived at Paris* The gentlemen that I mte^ 
tioned ape expected on Saturday* . > 

' lam^ever^ dear papa^ with the most Htm 
dej^ affection^ ' /; 

your dutifiil and gratefbl <fai^htcr^'^ 

Mart Wilkes. ' ^ 

I count the days till I have tte pleasure 
of hearing from you. . ■ i. 



o* 



Gnrboldishafiij Stinday. 

X .ttAYB badydear papa, the great pleasur^Aj/ 
your two ^kind^letters ; which have t|)e^^ii\f 
oerest return erf gratitude^ and have made ime 
happy in' the favourable account of your 
befikh.' As you are so good as to leave me 
to^plan for my return, I take the earliest 
4iqr to mention what I have thought (if it 
has your approbation) of doing after our 
touri has been quite fettled ; as Mrs. Moly- 
neux waited to determine^ till she had con- 
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* 
MiUed' write gentlemen of Ihis-ccmtrtfy^ and 

vho have before gone it. We fletout to-ntor* 

TMir etrfy) a«jd propose relfuming on Wednes* 

day or Thursday, I mentioned bearing psari 

of the eji^nee ; but Mrs, Molyneux was so 

^^'^g ^ to decKne it. This circumstance 

makes the "money I have quite sufficient t 

I am ^efijr senBible of my dear pa]^*s 

goodness in Jthinking of sendiag me fnore. 

Mrs, Molyneux will do me the &voar of 

letting me have her post-chaise to Bury^ 

BtJLteen miles from hence. — I snail be much 

obliged to you to send William to the 

jAjigeUinn at that place, by the coacb>^ 

whicli ^omes there ^b Saturday ewtmf^ 

nexti tind I wiU be ihert on Sundi^ imf 

early, if agreeable to you for me to go to 

town m one day, I should prefer that ; hw/t 

if you like better my lying on the road, i 

shall have the happiness of paying my 

duty to my dear pa^ on Monday. — I aai 

inlbrmdd an outside passenger of the Bury 

coach pays nine shillings ; which would be 

much cheaper for William to come by^ than 



oti hots^hiKk, it goes from tl^ Kadc BuU^ 
in Bishopsgate-street» on FViday TH^t, My 
tmly teiSDii to ftid^g ovt Sundajfy is due ts^^ 
p&ixse of 1^ bdng a day at fiiu^^ and< ff 
he did not come on the Saturday, he coidd 
not be there till the Tuesday, Should my 
dear papa have the least objection to my 
travelling that day, I will set out on Mon- 
day, or if he thinks William should have a 
day's rest, before he rides seventy, two miles. 

Mrs Molyneux desires ber compli* 
ments, and is extremely sorry not to see 
ypn. We dined yesterday at Mr. Wood- 
ley*s, (who was governor of the Leeward 
l^andsi) at Quidenh.am ; a seat of Lord At* 
^)f^arle*s, and a pretty place. Ihere was 
^{ti^Ktle; and a very elegant dinner, with a 
,^f^ice of plate. It was a very agreeable 
day. 

Mrs* Molyneux is so kind as to say she 
wishes me to stay longer; but I cannot 
ihiok of delaying my return where my 
o 5 
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heart pays the tribute so much due, of d.ut9'^> 
afiectkm, and gratitude* 

Many thanks for the French papers.-r 
The post comes here every day, except 
Tuesday.^ 



LETTE^R XXIII^ 



ExeteVi 
Monday f August 17, 1772. 

1 ARRIVED here, dearest Polly, this morn- 
ing ; and the first person I saw was Charles 
Pearce's brother, who insisted on my com- 
ing to Charleses house, who received me 
with. open arms. Yesterday, I came to Ivy- 
bridge, eleven miles from Exeter, with all 
Mr. Squire's family ; and after dinner the 
ladies joined me in libations to my dear 
daughter's health, and many happy anniver- 



aaries*. My joy would have been complete 
if you had been of the party. That circum^ 
stance only was wanting ; for the soene^ the 
country, the company, were as gay and is 
pleasing as possible. r 

I write this from Charles Pearce's house : 
and this evening I leave Exeter, and go with 
him to flxmouth ; where he has, as they say, 
a sweet country retirement. 
. I beg the favour of you to se»d to Ly^ 
mington, by Friday's coach, all letters and 
the newspapers. After that, I mean to re- 
turn to town ; and wish you to kqep every 
thing till next week, when I shall .have the 
pleasure of rejoining you in Prince's-court 
• I hope to- write to you on Wednesday 
from Weymouth, where I intend to pass one 
day. 

Adieu I 

■ '11 ' III I . 1 . . I . , , ^ I , I ■ I H ,1 

* The 1 6th of August was miss Wilkes's birth-day. ' 
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X.STTER X&IT* 

Thursdaif^ Nighty 
August £0, 1772. 

JL HAD the pleasufe, dear papa^ of reeeiving^ 
yo^u* kind letter from Exeter this evening, 
on my return from walking. I have sent 
the letters ^and newspapers by the Lyming-* 
ton coach ; biU, for fear of making them 
too late, I take this conveyance for writing, 
— I had your favour from Hymouth on 
Monday. 

I am very happy you pass your time so 
agreeably. Receive my best thanks for 
your kind i-emembrance on my birth-day : 
what has been my most pleasing occupation 
in the years I have already passed, will always 
continue to be so; the shewing my senti- 
ments for my dear papa, whenever he does 
me the pleasure of thinking on me. I beg 
him to be persuaded of my most tender af- 
fection, duty, and gratitude. 



joAtt wi)[»s:M> Una. I$$ 

I huve not beard utty private news ttrorth 
communicatihg : you wSl have all the pub- 
lic from the papers. 

It alwa3rs gives me the greatest pleasure to 
see you ; and I am very grateful for the ftio- 
ments you are so indulgent as to give me in 
your absence. 

Bon soir, man cker papa / Je vMs em^ 
brasse tendrementy en vous soukaitant un bon 
veyage. 
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Lymingtony 
Sunday^ August ^'3 f 

A ARRIVED here, my dearest Polly, on 
FViday night. After I wrote to you on 
Monday from Exeter, the people here were 
50 unanimous and so violent in their expres- 
sions of zeal to me, that I thought it most 
prudent the same evening to accept an invi-^ 
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tlitioB of Mr. Peiarce's to Exmouth^ a fisfi* 
ing village about ten miles from Exeter > 
and I came there with. the family in their 
coach. I'he next day I went with tbem^ 
by water, to Mr. Remnant's, at Star Cross^ 
where we all passed the day and night : 
and at one on Wednesday morning I re- 
turned by water to ExmoutK ; went to bed 
till five 'r then proceeded on horseback, with 
Mr. 'iPearce's brother, to Sidmouth ; and 
from thence to Lime, where I lay, I found 
there Mr. Thomas Hollis, and other true 
friends of liberty ; with whom I passed the 
remainder of the day. On Thursday I 
reached Wejmouth, in the evening. I sent 
my compliments to Mr. Oliver, who was too 
ill to see company. Mr. Home was like- 
wise there, to whom I did not send any com- 
pliment. I left Weymouth, a melancholy 
disagreeable town, early on Friday morning, 
and got herfe by nine at night. 

I found the lettprs and parcels here from 
my dear daughter ; and I thank her much 
for her care and attention. 
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I was mtich concerned for my deaf daughr 
ter's accicfent : but Mr. Saxby, 'whom I sMf 
at Exeter^ assured me it would not be at^ 
tended by any alarming,consequences ; and 
I am happy that your letter confirms that 
account. 

Mr. and Mrs. Molyneux are very obli- 
ging to give you an invitation to Norfolk.^ 
If your own inclination meets it, I can have 
no objection ; but I must be fixed to the ca- 
pital till after Michaelmas. I have a plan 
of a tour for you in October, for a few days ; 
but that need not interfere with an excursion 
to Norfolk, in September. I hope to be in 
town on Friday or Saturday ; jand then we 
will try to shape it in the most agreeable 
form to Mr. and Mrs. Molyneux, as well as 
yourself I can accompany you thirty or 
forty miles; but I suppose their distance 
exceeds a -hundred. 

I wish you now to keep all letters and 
papers till my return, which I shall be able 
to fix by the next post : but as Salisbury is 
not much out of the road, I have an idea of 



smug "diat place atid Wflton, :vriiic& is vfery 
Mw h) btfore my netum ; or dte, ^fid^^ 
Ka¥ft md Fatlw^^xth) on the otiker road. 

My ^dfearest Polly, adteu t 
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Tuesday^ Jugusi to^ 

Xv^OPS Uiat my dearest daughter repeived 
njy letter from Lymington, which I wrote on 
IS]^nd9j# Afterwards I went to Southampr 
ton, where I staid only half an hour; an4 
proceeded to Gosport, where I passed ttie 
evening with our agreeable friends, Mr. ^nd 
Mrs. Brett. Yesterday morning I surveyed 
the dock-yard and store-bouses at Ports- 
mouth ; and came on through Chichester 
to Medhurst; This morning I visiled lord 
Montacute*s noble seat at Cowdry, with 
firesh satisfaction. 1 am told that the fine 
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pai&tittgs there of Hans Hoibem, are won 
to be engraved by that great artist^ Strange* 
The young lord, a fine boy of five yefws ©k!,; 
came to ask Mr. Wilkes how he did, and 
hoped that he was well. 

I am going this afternoon to review Pet* 
•worth, «nd intend in the evening to proceed 
\6 Godalmin ; so thiit in a^ probability t 
«hdl have the happiness of seeing tny deai<est 
PdWy to-moirow evening, in trmceVcourt : 
bxrt I b«ve doubts about this evening*s jour- 
ney, as we have vety heavy rains here )at 
^jresent. If I am det&med on the road be- 
yond to-tnorrow, (v^ch, 1 trust, wifl nottfe 
l}ie*case;^) I -diall cerfcsMy idiue in ¥ritacfeV 
court tjn "niursday. 

1 4Bm, thank heaven, iti perifcrct be^lfti'^ 
^nd always 

My dear girl's 

very afiectionate fatbex.. 

Adieu I 
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IrBTTEH XXVII* 

Prittce's-Courfi 
Wednesday, Sept. l6, I77fc 

I BSCBivBD the favour of both your letters 
from Bury and Garboldisham. I am very 
happy you have had so good a journey^ and 
such favourable weather. I trust that the 
same will attend you the time of your, staj^ 
in the country, and on the road. 

My fate has been to attend > a Uediou^ and 
melancholy session at the Old Biuley> 
which we hope to close on Saturday, , Xes^ 
tjsrday however, after two in the afternopUi, 
t went. to Depjtford ; and dined most agree- * 
ably, as well as superbly, on board an East 
Indian ship, just arrived j^ and, in the evenw 
ing, returned here. The hospitality arid 
magnifrcence of those captains"are beyondf 
description ;. but the monstrous cruelty and 
wickedness of many of these tyrants of the 
East' were present to my mind the whole 
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time. Our captain, Stainforth, had been 
exemplary humane and good- 
Let me desire yoti to malcemy best com- 
pliments to Mf. and Mrs. Molyneux ; and 
to the noble English historian who does so 
great honour tp her own sex^ and ought to 
cover ours with blushes.^ 

Mn Martin does not^ accept the alder- 
manship ; and it is uncertain who wUl be 
phosen for Lime-street ward. 

I should be sorry to abridge my dear 
daughter's pleasures, or hasten her return 
beyond what wafr agreeable to herself : but 
a* court of aldermen> being summoned for 
next Tuesday, I wish George then in town, 
to attend according to the form ; and it will 
be the last day of my attendance. 

The marquis De Fezay is gone ta the 
westi 

I do not write under cover to Mr. Moly-> 
oeux, lest he should be from home. 

Adieui dear Polly, adieu ! 

* Mcs. Macaulay (Graham). 



New/iarnpioHj 
Sunday^ July 25, 1773. 

1 flAtO a wry geOd jourtlejit t5 tfefe |>l^e j 
where I arrived last ttighl between eigttt 
BDd nime, haviftg sauiitere^ afn bocH- Or two 
iffc Hot sham fair. 1 Wish ye^ td m^tiofi tft 
Mr. Cotes, that the diredt ¥oad thfOBgh 
BflIiT)ghtirft is impm^ticable, from the depths 
t)f the eky : biA there iK a ^good t4)«Rf»itt^>^ 
roiKl frdfti DdfriLkig, ^T<)ugii Hcn^b^m^ t^ 
Stfeyte*fyg ; «N5«n >*^^ofe yoft o^m^ <W« th* 
DdWtiss aD4 tht^M^ tim or ihM^ s4^^^ 
tnifegesi %h^!i m «iAte& tm^ the^ «ti«Kiid> M. 
Newhampteo^. 

< I have -isssential Ejections to %hte ^place ;. 
from some neighbouring fens and manslbtift^ 
which c6tYuf>t the air. liaift nighty iti the 
little walk I took) it was in sonye fAades venf 
offensivt^. The coast is too low ; and not 
imiike Margate, ^though preferable* I de^ 
not believe my st^ here will be long, per- 



liaps only three or four days after Mr. and 
Mrs. Cotes*s arrival : but I ara sure it* would 
not please you» I will use ^11 my influence 
with Mr. Cotes, i:o dissuade him from the 
intended purchase here. — ^AU this entre nott^ 
I beg the fevour of you. to seodt thetf a^ 
"pers^ &c.. by Mr^ Cotos^ if he com^ o» 
Wedoesd^ or Thursday : if he does not, 
l^e sa ^ood only to give ma a line by die 
4>ost, to the George at Arundel. 

No wheatears have been yet seen m 
the$e parts this season. 

My best<^mpliments and wishes to l^T* 
and Mrft. Cotcss for a good journey* 

I am very ciomiprtaUy lodged here, at a. 
^Qod widow's, Mrs. ScarwelFs : with nine 
'Children ; eleven pigs ; eight geese ; three 
tprk^ys^ one grand-aignior cock, with a se« 
raglio of seven hens^ who have aH separate 
father- beds <i>f their own ; &c. 2cc. 
. ^ood Q^rrow i — Just putting on my hat^ 
tQ attend the females* to. church* 

i'*y > ■ ^ I w j i^i.. »— 1 y » ..!» i« . ... .. ,. m ■ ■11 , 1 ■ ■ . M il ■■■ I >■» I 1 ^ I ii n iipii ■ 
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XSTTER XXIX. 



ZondoTit July 27> 1773. 

I rirATTSR mys^lf^ dear papa, it will be 
agreeable to you to receive your letters by 
Mr.'Cotea, and I am happy in 'the opportu- 
nity. I ^hope, on my return to-morrow, to 
have the pleasureof finding a letter inform-' 
ing me of your health and safe arrival, with 
the account of your liking Little Harnpton. 
I- am happy in thinking you will have an 
agreeable excursion. I have wrote to Mrs, 
Reynolds, to wait on her the latter end of 
next week. Yesterday afternoon I had the 
pleasure of seeing .my grandmother Wilkes, 
who was much satisfied with your kind at- 
tention. She has taken a house in Palace* 
yard, and was so good to take me to see it, 
I. think, it extremely pretty, and very chear- 
ful ; having a view up Palace-yard from the 
front, and backwards of Westminster-britlge 
.and the river* It is remarkably neat, and 



does not want painting or white-wasfaingv 
She is quite delighted with it. I waited 
afterwards on the bride. 

My uncle Heaton came to me while I was 
there. He returned with my aunt. and cou- 
sin on Sunday night. — I am xmhafpy to' 
have to, communicate a most shocking aoci»- 
dept that has happened to my aunt. The 
party was going in two post-cbmses to see 
a seat in Derbyshire. Mrs. Wilkes was in 
the firsts with Mrs. Tucton and a gentle- 
man : an unruly* horse was to it^ with a 
boy for driver : it#«overturned them before 
they had gone a quarter of a mile. Mrs. 
Turtouifelt over my aunt^ through the glass, 
and hurt her most terribly. She had .the 
symptoms of her scull being fractured^ but 
happily that is not the case. She did not 
know fny utuple for several hours^ and has 
been depriveid of her senses almost .ever 
since. She sees very Jittle ; and does not 
hear, unless spoke to very loud. Two great 
swellings which she has over one eye and 
on one of her jaws, must be opened. My 
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vncle said she vm»^ out of danger : God^ 
grant it t but I am much afnukL Sbe sleeps 
a great deal^ which makee a letAiorgy to bo» 
apprehended* My usele is ta consuU Mr. 
Gifindall this mpming : X will send you hi9 
opintdiu He told us poor {sTaney was as^ 
Hiuc^ altered as if she had had a fit of itl- 
ness. Yoa nay depend, on my paying all* 
the attention in my power, on this iD^n«^ 
choly occaskm.-^My uncle is pretty wd^ 
and desired 'his |ove. Mrs. Turfcon-was ter^ 
fffttly cut by the gkss^ under the ckin. She , 
was taken up covered with blood; and was 
so bfuised, that all over her body not a plaee 
ashig as a iimid that wae not black, ^e 
was, however, declared to he iB no disngeiv * 
There was happily an eminent surgeoAHeai^^ 
who bled my aont violently the next day*, 

With the most ttmder affection, and the 
devest sense of your goodness^ 
I am, inviolably, 

your dutiful daughter, 

Mary Wih^Ej^^ 
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LETTER XXX. 



Little Hampton^ 
Thursday J July 29, 

I AM in hourly apectation of the irrivai of 
Mr. and Mrs. Cotes. Your letter by Ihem 
will detenniiie me as to my fv^ure stay, and 
the account they wiil give me of their ki« 
tentions for the next fortnight. 

Monday I wa&ed to Arundel, three miles 
and a half; and returned here m the after* 
noon. Yesterday and Tuesday I rode half 
the day along the beach, conversing with 
old Ocean. The eeuntry is very pleasant^; 
but at the end of the year, I believe, fiu: from 
healthy, on account of the marshes. 

The gunner's house which Mr. Gotes 
mentiooed for you, i» veiy pleasantly &uat- 
ed ; but there is a family in it, who viQ 
continue there another fortnight* 

yfOh. XT. H 



14fii M&MOIRS'OP 

I am continually on the sea-coast^ enjoy* 
ing the boundless view of such an amazing 
^panse of water^ the most sublime of alt 
ideas ; but I long for the company I like 
best, without which all other pleasures are 
incomplete. 

I live on fish and mutton, with a very 
little wine ; and am, thank heaven, in per- 
fect health. 

Let me beg of you not to heat yourself 
too much in riding, if you go to South 
Barrow. 

Adieu 1 



LBTTBR XXXI. 



Little Hampton^ 
Friday J July 30. 

jMr* and Mrs. Gotes arrived here, my dear 
daughter, yesterday evening, and brought 
your letter of the 27 th ; which has given me 
the greatest concern on my sister Heaton*8 
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accoaot. I fear, the accident will prove fa- 
tal to ber ; and that we shall lose a valuable 
friend, as well as agreeable relation, and a < 
life of great importance to her family. The 
symptom of ber sleepiness is very alarming. ' 
Every day convinces me more and more 
that this place would not please you, even 
for a week. Mr. and Mrs. Cotes intend to 
continue here near a month longer : but I 
intend «^t Sunday (after church) (pray 
mind these two parentheses) to go to Broad- 
water ; and to lie there, in order to be ready 
for the great fishery the next morning at 
Worthing, only one mile distant. It is be- 
tween three and four in the morning.-— On 
Monday night I hope to lie at Brighthelm- 
stone, and to stay there till Thursday morn- 
ing. A post goes every day to Brighthelm- 
stone ; so that I shall receive there your let- 
ters of Monday or Tuesday night. But I 
wish my dear daughter not to write to me 
thereafter Tuesday night. I shall be very 
anxious to know the state of my poor sister 
u 2 
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Heatoa*8 health. — From Brighthclmstonc, it 
18 my present intention to go to Eastbourn ; 
and ii I find the place and accommodations 
^reeabje^ I will contrive about your coming 
there fer a week or ten. days^ and I will 
meet you on the road. If it should turn out 
otherwise^ I shall soon return to town, and 
close my vacation. Eastbourn is but a few 
miles from Lewes, and you know how good 
Ae roads are to that place. I shall certaktiy 
write to you from Brighthelmstone^ and 
will give you several days noticlb of my 
plan ; thwefore pray follow your own as to 
Mrs* Reynolds. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cotes send you many com- 
plimeats. It has rained this whole day, aiJd 
^ we have not stirred out ; but Mr. Gotes is 
most usefully employed, m dressing a noble 
sahpon^trout and some mullets. No coaeh 
goes from Arundel, and only a waggon onee 
a week, or I tiiould have sent you fkik. I 
hope to contrive some wbeatears foryte 
(gom Brighthelmstone* Adieu ! 
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I.STTER XXXII. 

London^ Jubj SI, 1773. 

JL RE€EivBD with great pleasure the fa- 
vour of your letter. I am sorry it was not in 
time to communicate to Mr. and Mrs. 
Cotes what you desired^ as I did not get it 
tiU Wednesday morning. I am very glad to 
iafornyiou my aunt is better : Mr. Grindall 
attends her. 

I have just now the pleasure of your se- 
WoA letter^ and am made hq)py by the i^- 
ibrmatioQ of your per/ect health. I am 
liorry the place is not quite agreeable to 
you4 hut I think with great satis&ction of 
yoi^r having a fine view of the sea^ knowing 
^tba pleasure it gives you. I feel with gra- 
: titqdeyour kindness in wishing me with yoti : 
J J fatter myself you do justice to the senti- 
ments which always make me happy in your 
company. I am surprised Mr. and Mrs. 
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Cotes were not arrived on Thursday. Pray, 
make my best compliments to them. 

Mrs. Reynolds has desired me to go to 
South Barrow on Wednesday. I return you 
a thousand thanks for your kind caution^ 
and will certainly observe it. 

Mr. Fisher has brought your book-'case^ 
and the drawers for my room. They are 
very elegant, and will be a great convenience 
to me. - He wishes you to have the case 
painted a mahogany colour^ and to do it 
while you ar& absent. ^ I told him^^ would 
give you his opinion in my first letter. 

My grandmamma was so good to call yes^- 
lerday^ and invite me to dinner on Monday. 
. She was pretty well^ and desired her love. 
I saw Mrs. Grover yesterday^ who sends ];^u 
her tender regard. The accounts of the 
widow have not yet been favourable. Her 
daughter and sister went to Tunbridgeron 
Tuesday. 

I hope the conclusion of your tour will be 
agreeable. My constant prayers for health 
wd pleasure attend you. — I an^ happy/ you 
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•Br« comfortably lodged. Mr. and Mrs. 
Cotes will^ I flatter myself^ make, several 
parties with you, which may give you plea^ 
sure. I hope for the continuation of your 
goodness in writing to me. 

Je vous aime, et vous embrasse de toutmon 
^€ceur, mon cher papa. 



LETTBR XXXllU 



London^ 
Monday Evenings Aug. 1» 1773. 

I AM just returned from spending the even- 

• itig with my grandmamma. It has made me 

happy to find a letter front you ; and I beg 

you to believe I am most sincerely grateful 

^at your kindness ift writing. I had the 

pleasure of your former letter. I directed 

'mine to the George, at Arundd ; acdording 

^ toithe addTCss you favoured me with. Tarn 

iv *iBx*iBinely glad ta acquaint you of* my aunt 
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being oat of danger, Mrs. Mead saw her 
^parterday^ and found her pretty weH. She 
is obliged to wear a hat and bandages. Mr. 
Grindail has forbid her udng exerelse : he 
is afraid that the swelling on her forehead 
must te lanced. I intend to go to St. 
John's^square very soon; and would have 
gene already^ but my uncle told me she must 
not see any body for some days. Yester- 
day was the first time of Mrs. Mead's going. 
I have just. sent the parcel to the Bright- 
helmstone coach, as you desired. I am sorry 
I cannot inform you where it goes to at 
Bri^^elmstone ; but I hope to know at the 
inn it goes fronx^ where I have ordered in- 
quiry to be ,made*-^ tm bi^y aaaible of 
your goodp^j ia thtidung of my going to 
East-bourn. I fiai alw^yd moat happy in 
your company ; b^t I must beg leave to re- 
call to your. mix)4 my mittiiiaits oft this 
0ubject> that your in^ulgeoee may poLput-^ 
vent 9 farthor ^cursioB which might be 
itgreeaUe to you — or may be an inconvd- 
iucoc«ji wbore 1 9P vdently with hi^i^^ 
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all the detail of life. To contribute to it as 
iPar as is ia the power of filial duty^ will tver 
be my first pleasure. 

I have received a most tender letter from 
madame De Chantereine. She was much 
pleased with Mr. Smith*". I have sent you 
a song, which she was so good as to in^ 
close. It is very much liked at Faris> apd 
pleased me extremely: f e^ere qu*elk vom 
amusdra. 

I go to South Barrow oa Wednesday, 
and returtt on Saturday* I shall order no^ 
letters to be sent there. 

With the warmest wishes for the rcanain* 
der of your tour being agreeable^ 

I am your ever aflEectfonatc 

and dutiful daughter^ 

Mary Wilkes* , 

Tke cim<^ goes to the Old Ship. 



IK, 



♦ Mr. Wilkes's son. 

US 
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LETTER XXXir* 

Brighthelmstone^ 
Tuesday M^^,n, Aug. 3, 7 o* Clock, 

1 DINED on Sunday with our agreeable 
friends Mr; and Mrs. Cotes, at Little 
Hampton ; and in the afternoon, I got on 
horseback, and rode to Broadwater, a mile 
from Worthing and nine from Little Hamp- 
ton, in order to see the great fishery there. 
I was, however, disappointed ; for the wind 
being so strong, no boat would venture out. 
From thence, I went to New Shoreham« and 
crossed the country to this place. 

I have now only time to mention, the best 
way to send things here is by Bpulton*s 
coach ; which comes here every day from the 
Golden-cross, Charing-cross. My present 
int^Qtion is to remain here till Sunday ; as 
I have very pleasant lodgings on the Clifii 
at a taylor's. When my daughter writes to 
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me, please to direct to *^ Mr. Gorring's, on 
the ClifF." 

There is very little company here, and 
that sunk so low as London aldermen ; 
Kennet, Oliver, 8(c. In one part of the 
town you see " London porter sold here :'* 
the next door might be, ^' London alder« 
men seen h^re/' Among our acquaintance 
here are lord Peterborough, captain Rice, 
captain Wade, and Lupino. I assisted last 
uight at a wretched ball, 

I wish you to send me a packet, next Fri- 
day, by Boulton's coach ; and to write at 
the same time by the post. 

I am impatient to hear of your health ; 
. and wish you much pleasure in your little 
tour to South Barrow. 

Adieu i 



190 MEV0IB8 OF 



IiBTTBR XXXr. 

BrighthelmstonCf 
AugtLst 7, Saturday. 

A SHALL leave this place to-morrow^ and 
proceed to Eastbourn; ftom whence you 
-shall hare a letter by the first post; I am 
much pleased with my little apartments; 
and old Ocean breaks almost at my feet : but, 
without your company^ I have not the true 
relish of any of these enjoyments. I pay a 
guinea for the week ; and dine either at the 
tavern^ or here alone. Next Thursday the 
Lewes races begin : I shall^ therefore^ avoid 
all the trouble which infest a neigUtx^ur- 
hood on such an occasion. 

I wish nothing might be done to the 
book-case Fisher made^ till my return. I 
am exceedingly pleased that you like the 
drawers he has made : he is really a good 
workman^ and moderate in his prices. 
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The favourable report of my sister 
Heaton^s health rejoices me greatly, I was 
under apprehensions on her account. 

I hope you had much pleasure in your 
little excursion. — ^The air of South Barrow^ 
9fi well as the company, I think good. 

The tender regard of Mrs. Grover is very 
well durani la eanicule ; but, I hope, before 
Micbaelmi^, iier expression in my favour 
wiU be one syllable, tender love. I fear 
much for the charming widow's health. 

In the packet was a letter from Garrick, 
dated July 27 ; to invite you and me to Hamp- 
ton and venison, with Mr. Fitzmaurice;, >for 
the Thursday following. , 

I reeeived both your parcels^ your letter 
to Arundel^ and from South Barrow^ da|ed 
August 5. I thank my dear girl for her at* 
tentionand care. . 

Good night I 
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LETTER XXXVI. 

Easiboum, 
Monday f August 9. 

A LEFT Brighthelmstone yesterday morning 
at six, and arrived here about noon. I have 
been ever since endeavouring to get you 
good lodgings, but unsuccessfully : the very 
few towards the sea being occupied j and 
those here, neither pleasant nor convenient. 
My tour, therefore, is greatly abridged, and 
I shall finish it this week ; but what day I 
shall return to PrinceVcourt, is quite uncer* 
tain. I shall afterwards have the pleasure 
of little excursions with you, as our larger 
plan is dropped. 

I sent you yesterday, by the Lewes stage, 
three dozen of whea tears. They are earlier 
here than at Brighthelmstone. The downs 
in this neighbourhopd are very beautiful, 
and the villages are happily embosomed with 
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trees ; but I greatly prefer Brighthelmstone. 
The sea there appears in more majesty and 
dignity ; and that is the noble object which 
distinguishes this part of our island. 

I found here Mr. Harmood and Mr. 
Smith Mortimer ; with their wives, sisters, 
aunts, cousins, &c. ; qui rrCont comhle de 
politesse. However, nothing of this kind 
will detain me here above a day or two 
longen 

By studying the map, I find that Tua- 
•bridge is almost my direct road to London. 
I have some idea of returning that way, and 
' p^y^i^g ™y compliments to the handsome 
- widow } but I cannot yet fix my route. I 
^hall write by the next post, and mention 
all particulars. 

Adieu ! 
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Z.XTTEX XXXTZi; 

Eastboumj 
Wednesday, August 1 1, 17TS. 

JNfd Y agreeable friends here have found me 
so pleasant an apartment^ that I mean to 
continue at this place till next Tuesday; 
and shall then return to town by Tunbrid^ 
I bdicve^ althoi^ I am not yet certain. I 
ride or walk every (toy three or lour hours ; 
and am laying in a stock of health iot the 
winter. 

The situation of the farm-house in whiqh 
I lodge^ is admirable. There is a full view ^ 
of the sea^ of the Downs^ and several little 
villages; with some plantations happily in* 
terspersed^ which are much wanted at 
Brighthelmstone. 

I hope the wbeatears proved delicate. 
They have been very scarce this seasou^--^ 
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I be^ you to write to me by the post at 
Eastbourn ; by the Lewes bag, on Saturday 
night : but keep all letters*^ and newspapers, 
&c. till ray return. 

Heaven preserve my sweet girl ; and 
give her health, peace, and every other 



Adieu 1 



LETTER XXXVIXI. 



Landen^ August 14, 1773« 

X RATX just now the pleasure of your let- 
ter of Wednesday. I watted with impa- 
tience to hear from you, to be informed of 
your health and amusement ; ai>d, from the 
pleasure with which I always pay you mj 
duty, I mi happy at your liking Eastboimi 
Mwell. The situation where you are, by 
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the description you bare favoured me with, 
must be delightful. — I flatter myself the air 
and exercise will have the good effect you 
hope for. It will give me the greatest plea- 
sure to. see it. 

I am exceedingly obliged to you for the 
wheatears : they were very delicate. I re- 
ceived them ou Monday evenings just after 
my return from South Barrow ; and had 
luckily the opportunity of sending some 
to the family ihtrc. They: desired their 
best respects. — I am very glad you have met 
with agreeable friends. If you go to Tun- 
bridge^ I beg the favour of you to say the 
most tender things for me to the amiable 
widow. 

There are small boxes made there, which 
contain places for every thing necessary for 
writing, except paper ;:with glasses that are 
very convenient. They cost but a few shil- 
lings ; which encourages me to take the li- 
jberty of desiring you to be so good .as .to 
bring me one, if you have the opportunity. 
The weather here is extremely sultry, vond 
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has been so several days. There was a vio- 
lent storm from ten o'clock last night till 
between six and seven this morning. 

I beg you to accept my most grateful 
thanks for your kind wishes : the same are 
always ardently made for you, by the heart 

of 

your affectionate and 

dutiful daughter, 

. . Mart Wii.&««. 



LETTER XXXIX. 



London^ 
August £7* 

I AM very happy in your two letters : the 
first I received on Thursday; the second, 
to-day. I am rather surprised that the post 
does not come sooner from Lewes ; and no 
impatience coaid be greater than mine for its 
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arrival. I received yesterday three dozeo 
of wheatcars^ for which I return the kind 
donor n&ny thanks. I sent one dozea to 
Mr. Wilson ; and another to Mr. Churchill. 
The former has made the kindest inquiries ; 
and I have just wrote to inform him of the 
most pleasing account that has reached ma 
tO'day. I saw Mr. Churchill this morning. 

I have great satisfaction to find you to take 
so much care of yourself. I think it pru* 
dent not to be on horseback. Your eau-* 
tion contributes greatly to make me flat- 
ter myself, that the accounts I shall have Of 
general Wilkes will give me inca'easing hap- 
piness 1^ and hope the most firm re-establish* 
ment of his health will enable him to.go 
through his approaching business with his 
usual activity, joined to his wonderful talents. 

I went to Clapham on Thursday ; firora 
whence I did not return till last night, as 
my mother goes to Epsom on Monday. She 
inquired how you did.-^Mrs. Taylbr, vfhbm 
we went to see yesterday morainjg^ ^ck^tfaa 
same; and wished you health and happi. 
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Dess.r-Mr. Smith called here, of his own 
accord, a few days ago; to faiqoire after 
your healthy and desire his duty, t sent for 
him to dine here, but he was engaged to go 
to Aoton. He comes on Tuesday .—I hope 
yoQ received the parcel by the machine. I 
will certainly send the next to go on Tues« 
,^. — ^It gives me great concern you are not 
xiear the tsiea ; but I hope the distance is not 
gt^t enough to be inconvenient for bathing. 
I' long to hear of your rbeing the better for 
iti Mrs. Mead desk^s her love ; and Mn 
GhurehiH and Mr. Pugh their respects. 

' I beg the favour of your writing often ; and 
atn diways teppy in giving you assurances 
of. my ever being, with sincere gratitude, 

your affectionate and 

doti&l daughter^ 

Mart WiLKEf. 

: Mcnr^li^ you to receive her duty, and 
m huffj at the joyfad iiew«. 9 
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London^ 
jlugust 29. 

It would be against my duty not to write 
when I send a packet ; and I have always 
the highest pleasure in fulfilling it, where 
every motive prompts the performance. The 
kind acceptance it has hitherto bad the hap- 
piness of meeting with^ makes me flatter 
myself I shall continue to hav^ that afFectioa 
and indulgence it will ever be my duty to 
deserve. I hope you have now better weather, 
and have bathed with the best success. — 
From the constant fluctuation at places on 
the coast, I imagine itas likely you may have 
now got lodgings near the sea. I should be 
extremely glad to find my conjecture verified. 
Lord Mountmorris. has just called here, 
to desire your direction. I saw him, and 
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gave it in writing.' He inquired much 
bow you did. His lordship said he was go- 
ing to Bri^ithelmstone ; and I fancy yoii 
will see him there, or at Eastbourn. — ^Mr. 
Smith has desired to be excused dining 
here to-morrow^ as he can pass the day at 
Acton, I £xed Wednesday with him in* 
stead ; and will certainly have him come 
again very soon. He presents his duty, and 
is very well. 

Tuesday Morning. 

The kind favour of your letter, last Satur- 
day, prevented my sending the packet last 
night, -as he"* changed his mind. I have 
much conceru from the continuance of the 
bad weather at Eastbourn, and the slight re- 
turn of your fever. This morning I sent for 
Mr. Churchill ; as the knowing his opinion, 
and sending it you, is a great relief to me. 
He don't think a little relapse of conse- 
quMce : but if it should prove intermitting, 

* Young Smiilu 
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be desires you to take the bark at the inter- 
vals ; and says you most not bathe in that 
ease. I hope rery soon to have suiother let- 
ter, and to find it more satisfactory. I will 
do with pleasure what y<m wish respecting 
Mr. Smith : my letters have shewn you my 
intentions. Mrs. Mead is pretty well. 

We have had cold weather these three 
days; with high wind, and frequent very 
hard showers. You are persuaded, I liope, 
how happy the niost favourable account of 
your health would make me. 

I am, ever, your aSectionat^ and 

dutiful daughter, 

Mabt Wilkbs. 



fOHN WIXKB8, Bsa; l6g^ 
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Londortf August 30. 

^ HAVE hesitated a Iktle whether I should 
-send you a ^packet by to-morrow's machine, 
*as you said notbipg about it in your last let# 
ter ; but I think it may be agreeable, as 
otherwise you would be near a week with* 
out receiving one^ Your kind punctuality 
makes me^ -I must confess^ a little uneasy at 
not having the pleasure of hearing from you 
to-day-, I flatter myself that to-morrow 
my anxiety will be di^laced by the satisfac- 
tion of having an account of your health, 
agreeable to the wishes my heart so ardently 
forms. 

Mr. Smith dined here on Wednesday. 
I gave him what you wished : he desired his 
4uty and thanks; and. is very well. He 

VOL. IV. I 
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comes to-morrow. — ^My uncle Heaton par- 
took of our little dinner on Wednesday. 
He desired his love; and to acquaint you 
he has just entered into a partnerships which 
makes him very happy. It is in the coal 
trade ; with Mr. Hayley's advice, who drew 
up the articles. 

Dr. Wilson set out for Suffolk on Wed- 
hesday morning, at five o'clock. He left 
his best respects for you. I constantly sent 
him accounts of your health ; and wrote td 
him on Tuesday, on his leaving town.— I 
dined with my grandmamma yesterday. She 
desired her love ; and that if you found great 
benefit by Eastbourn, you would stay till 
your health was quite restored. Happy as 
your return would make me, I must beg 
leave to add the same wish ; from the most 
pleasing prospect of present success, and fu- 
ture advantage, your being there affords i 
and I hope you now have the agreeable and 
necessary circumstance of fine weather. 

1 have great satisfaction from your kind 
letter of Monday. I communitated it to 
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Mr. Churchill, who entirely approves of 
what you have taken. I hope the advice you 
Jiave had is very good, and that the situa- 
tion of your new apartment will prove of 
jgreat advantage. 

I am charged with Mr. ChurchilFs and 
Mr. Fu|;h's respects* 



12 
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On the 24th of June, 177 1 5 the time of 
tlie annual election of sheriffs, he was elect* 
ed sheriff^ for London and Middlesex, with 
his friend alderman Bull. Being suspected 
of partiality to the French, he ordered that 
no fVench wine should be given at his en- 
tertainments. It was the best refutation of 
that illiberal suspicion ; for he was, in plain 
truth, a true Englishman. . la his shrievalty 
he opened the galleries at the OJd Baiky 
fpr the free admission of the public. 
j^ At Michaelmas5 17 74) he was elected' 
lord-mayor, with the greatest applause. His, 
daughter was lady-nvdyoress ; a situation 
which she filled with great honour to hers^lil^ 
and infinite satisfaction to all the visitors^' 
at the mansion-house. No lady-mayoress^ 
was ever more esteemed. A more polite" 
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and brilliant mayoralty the city had not seen 
since the days of Beckford. 

The following letter from Dr. Wilsoo^ 
senior prebend of Westminster^ cannot be 
omitted here ; nor the letter from baroa 
D'Holbach^ which succeeds it. 



Gai/'Strect, Bath, Nov. 4, nT5» 



*' MY DBAH LORD-MAYOR^ 

*' Wb have been for a week past in per- 
petual laughter about the late dreadful plot ; 
which, if it had not been so wonderfully 
found out in the very nick of time, might 
have afforded a new set of addresses of livesi 
and fortunes. However, to carry on the 
farce, it would be proper to have a form of 
prayer and thanksgiving; which the arch- 



174 IIEMOIUS Of 

bishops and bishops may be as well emfloy^ 
ed in, in my humble opinion^ as voting for" 
the blood and slaughter of their fellow^sub* 
jects^ one only excepted — and I am always 
ready to receive a repenting sinner^ fromr 
whatever motive it proceeds. 

*^I am now to take leave of you as lord* 
mayor ; and have not words to express, as a 
liveryman, my grateful acknowledgments 
for the substantial favours we have received 
from you during your whole magistracy^ 
As a lover of the poor and distressed, I must 
thank you for the tender care you have takeik 
of them, in reducing the price of bread and 
provisions, &c. Next Thursday you will re- 
ceive the honest applauses of thousands. 

In your senatorial capacity, our dear 
friend Mrs. Macaulay, who is an excellent 
judge of composition, pronounces your first 
speech a manly, plain, intrepid exertion 
of true English spirit ; and compares it with 
someof her favourite speeches in 1639, &c. 
After this I ' need not add, that I admire 
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and applaud you for that and every other 
part you have taken in the cause of liberty 
and your counjtry. May theAlmighty pros- 
per you in all your glariotis endeavours to 
rescue the king out of- the hands of his pre- 
sent/advisers, who har^ brought this coun- 
try to the brink* of destruction ! and their 
lives are but a^ poor atonement for the 
blood \rfxich has been wantonly and cruelly 
shed. 

" You will receive, with the lady-mayoress, 
our united thariks for the polite and friendly 
reception we met with at the mansion-house ; 
and I shall be as well pleased to converse 
with you in your retirement in Prince's- 
court. 

"When the present bustle is ever, bring 
your daughter in your handa to this place ; 
where you will meet with Mr. Clutter- 
buck, Mr. Sbarpe, and a few other choice 
friends —( your enemies* are all silent): 
amongst these, give- Mrs. Macaulay and my- 
self leave to say, that you have not many 
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ffloceiSBrj and prttty mitt returns yon'ilSt 
ion you sent her by me. -^t 

, " I am^ my dear friend, 

yours and your daugfat^** 

xnosjt liffectionatdy^ i 

T. WiisoK. 

" P- *• I hope our excellent friend, M»^ 
Boll, is recovering; and that he will m>i 
venture tgo soon to St. Stephea!sJ' 



'^ Parts, April i'r, 1775 J 
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** I BBCBivE» With the utmost gratitude 
your lordship's friendly letter of the fiSth ©f- 
- March. I should have done myself the ho- 
nour of answeting sooner to your kmd ppo- 
positions, if I had not been prevented by 
6ome gouty infirmities that have assailed me 
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ia the Jbegmjiing of thifi sprii^ I- estoBiit 
myself very happy to find that the hurry of 
business^ and your exaltation to the nmk of 
. chief-magistrate^ could not make you forget 
your friendship to me ; though my present 
circumstances dd not permit me to make use 
of your friendly invitation^ be persuaded^ my 
very dear lord^ that madame D'HoJbachand 
mysetf shall for ever keep these sign^ of your 
kindness^ in very grateful remembrance.' 
We both desire our best compliments' to*^ 
your very amiable lady-miayoress ; who act- 
ed so well her part lately in the Egypt'anr- 
hall^ to the satisfaction of that prodigious 
crowd you have been entertaining there. 
All laembers 'of our spciety that have had 
the happiness of being acquainted with you, 
desire to be kindly remembered' r «nd; a (doiv 
tinualion of your valuably friendship' $bM 
forever be the utmost ambition^ > .^ v> 7 
.my lord,^ ' " 

. . ' of your most sincerely devoted < 

D'Holbach;' i 
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Mk.Wilkes, in his offidsd capacity as 
lord-mayor, presented to the king^ on the 
5th of April, 1779^ a spirited remonstrance 
and petition on the affairs of America ; and 
though these addresses were not from the 
corporation, but from the livery in common* 
hall, yet his majesty received it on the 
throne, and returned an answer. But this was 
the last petition from the common-hall that 
his majesty has chosen to receive in that 
manner. 

At the close of Mr. Wilkes's mayoralty^ 
the thanks of the city were given to him in 
the following terms t 

* This court doth return thanks to the 

• right honourable John Wilkes, late lord- 

• mayor of this city, for his indefatigable at^ 

• tention to the several duties of that import- 

• ant office *r for th6 particular regard and po 
' liteness which he has been pleased at all 
^ times to shew the members of this court ;. 

• for his wise, upright, and impartial ^dminis- 

• tration ef justice ; for his diligence, on all 

• occasions, to promote the welfare and true 
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• interest of this city ; and for bis unblemish* 

* ed conduct^ and exemplary behaviour^ du- . 
*-ring the whole course of his mayoralty.** 



HE. WILKES A FIFTH TIME ELECTED 
KKIOHT OF THE SHXEE FOE MIDDLE- 
SEX.. 

A.T theend of September, 1774, the par- 
liament was suddenly dissolved. The British 
cabinet had resolved to commence a war 
with America/ and they thought it good 
policy ta have the concurrence of a new 
kgislature in that measure. 

The election for Middlesex was fixed for 
the 28th of October ; when Mr. Wilkes was 
unanimously re-chosen : and on the 2d of 
December he took his seat in the house of 
commons i. 

Two editions of his speeches in parlia- 
ment having been ^ready printed (the first 



in'4aodeoin}o> the last in^ctara) oorveetdl 
by himself^ it id not necessary at present 
to take any other notice of them here ; ex« 
icept one speech in the house^ which was 
made after both the editions were published, 
«nd consequently is not in either of them. 
It is on the subject of the impeachment of 
governor Hastings. Mr. Wilkes prided' him- 
self not a little upon it ; and it is undoubt- 
edly a very masterly exculpation. The fol- 
lowing is an extract from his last corrected 
copy. 

^^ MR. SPEAKER^ 

*^ As an Englishman^i I avow my gratitude 
to Mr. Hastings ; for I think him a distin- 
guished benefactor of this nation. During 
the late inglorious war, we fully triumphed 
no where but in the East, under his happy 
auspices. There the perfidy of the FVench, 
and the treachery of the Dutch^ were exem* 
plarily chastised. He preserved entire aH 
our Asiatic provinces, and left unimpaired 
\the extensive empire which he governed. 



life ncmniUcsts over our eiie;iii]e&/Coii){ire; 

liended dmry fVeisoh and Dutch, Editkoienti 

eoccept Ouddftlore^ which wi^ saved ^nly b/ 

4|ie peace* It. is w^out a preoedecit^ that 

jconquests so important were made at no exr 

pence to the mother country. Lord CHve 

had frequent and large remittances fcpm 

England^ to the amount of some hundred 

thousand pounds ; and without th^e» he could 

not have carried on the wars in which, he 

was engaged. No complaint has been heand 

of the danger of our being impoverished, or 

^xhausted^ by Mr. Hastings's Indian wars. 

The wonderful resources of bis^ mind made 

the war support itself. The expences of it 

were borne by our enemies : by the traitors 

and rebels in our own provinces ; or by am?. 

bitious neighbours, who had leagued to?- 

gether for our destruction,— I might say, for 

our extirpation. 

'* Sir, The overt acts of sedition and re- 
bellion in Cheyt Sing and the begums, are 
recorded at large in the volumes on our 
table. Their rooted hatred to the English 
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Id fblly establi^ed. I believe tHat I sliaK 
not be contradicted when I mention, that 
all property ofevery kind^— jaghires, grants^ 
revenues^ — and life itself^ are forfeited to the 
state by delinquencies of this atrocious iia<* 
ture. The largeness^ therefore, or smallness; 
of a fine in such a case, must be out of the 
question : nor can there be any pretence to 
complain of grievous penalties^ or exorbitant 
exactions, when the whole is confiscated* 
Whatever is left to the culpable party ; must 
proceed from mercy and compassion ; all 
possessions and treasures of every sort being 
forfeited. Every wise government,' with 
equal policy and justice, will apply to the 
preservation of the state what was destined 
for its ruin and annihilation.- On these great 
principles of sound legislation Mr. Hastings 
appears to have acted. He well knew the 
treachery and deep dissimulation of the be- 
gums. I have heard indeed, sir, of one 
British oificer's life being saved by them — u 
captain Gordon ; but no mention is made of 
*the many officers and soldiers sacrificed in 
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the tmriults and rebellion which they excit* 
cxl* I do not exactly know on what account 
Aie captain wa^ spared* Mach stress is laid 
on the circumstance ; but the instance proves^ 
merely, that the begums had usurped the go-*- 
Temment of a country in^ which \hcy were 
only subjects. A solitary act of mercy is^ 
pleaded with on ill grace, and deserves little 
weight, against very many instances of 
cruelty. The rebels, it is plain, paid obe- 
dience to the begums;: whose usurped 
power, at that time, was supreme. 

** Much ridicule has been thrown on. the 
number of affidavits taken in India on occa- 
sion of the late insurrections, revolts, and 
rebellions; The case is not clearly under- 
stood, nor the intention explained. The cri- 
tical and dangerous situation o£ our govern^, 
ment, called for immecKate and v^orous ex- 
ertions. Our provinces and dominions were 
secured by instant spirit and courage, without 
which all must have been lost. Every person 
on the spot was convinced of the rebellious 
practices of many natives of high rank and 



poweri and of ^ K^epcy pf low^iStlosUoai^j 
Prudence afterwards dictated th^trmfmireiof 
giving all the minutiae of legal proof to those 
concerned in the ^affairs of the East India 
company at home, — at tlie distance of four' 
thousand leagues from the scene of adtion^ - 
and to whom many particulars of moment 
and magnitude were unknown. It became 
almost neeessary, for the satisfaction of som6 
men of strict form and minute dietaii ; who 
canvass enlarged plans of government, and 
the comprehensive system of empires, in the 
same rigid mode as causes of petty larceny. 
They arraign the saviour of an empire on the 
narrow principles, and with the little chica^ 
nevy^ of the Old Bailey. Happily fdr thte * 
country, the decisive moment of action waa^ ^ 
not lost hy an idle aUentioa to trifling ^ 
forms. 

f^Sir,. When the English tinder oulp ii»k ^ 
xnortal Henry V. landj^d in France,, in the - 
year of the battle of Agincdurt themtvals & '-^ 
president of the pariiaraent of FaiSa^^Aoh^^ 



batu omisigned to eternal ridicule)^ a mcfo^ ; 
fikur Lauvet^ 

■ ■ . grand personi^e ; 

Au loaintieo grave, et qu'on eftt pris pour sage; 

He remonstratedy in all the fbrms^ against • 
the French troops marching, till there should 
be an arret deparlement against the English 
monarch and his army, signed by the greyer 
en chtf, in the name of all the chamhre^i 
—Mr; Hastings appears to understand busi- 
ness rather better than monsieur Louveti 
•nd to hav« despised mere £>ymsi^ and cold 
caution, when the moment of important 
action arrived i which he carefully watched » 
^e success which followed^ was adequate 
to the wisdom and courage of all the mea« 
sures of a great statesman; The family of 
monsieur Louvet, I suspect, emigrated to 
England ; and made a cross-breed with those 
whoj strictly observing all forms of votes^ re- 
iBolutions, and acts of parliament^ tost thir« 
teen provinces in America, with Minorca, yet 
now flare to persecute the saviour of India. 

* Cbambecs of parliament. 
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^Sif, I am ready to admit tfiat Mr*i 
Hastings has sometimes gone beyond the 
strict letter of the powers with which he 
was entrusted : but I add a proviso — that he 
was always warranted by tbe emergency of 
the occasion, and the general instructions 
under which he acted ;. and that in no in- 
stance has he been actuated by corrupt or 
selfish motives. He never lost sight of the 
general instructions from his constituents, of 
the 29th of March, 1774, " that in all your 
deliberations arid resolutions you make the 
safety and prosperity of Bengal your princi* 
pal object, and fix your attention on tiie se^ 
curity of the possessions and revenues of the 
Company.** To these important objects hia^ 
strong and manly genius has sometimes sa- 
crificed the dead letter, with all the tedious 
embarrassing forms of the lower courts of 
law ; perhaps even exceeded the mual powers- 
©f a governor-general. 

" Let us advert, sir, to what passed iti our 
own country, in 1766* The capital was 
threatened with fiamine: for the stock of 



ecHu in hand was inconsiderable; and the 
harvest had failed with us> as well as in 
most parts of Europe. The exportatioi^ 
began to increase beyond the example of 
all former years; and commissions from^ 
abroad for the purchase of wheats had been 
received to an unusual amount.^ The ne^ 
cessities of the poor were become urgent 
and alarming. In this emergency, govem-^ 
ment acted wisely, and according to the 
spirit of the constitution, although directly 
i^iainst fow. An embargo was kid on alE 
ships in the ports of Great firitun, ladea 
with wheat, or wheat -flour. The people 
were fed, and the country rescued frpm' 
the dreadful calamity of famine ; which in 
many parts had been severely experienced* 
The ministers stood forth in a manly way, 
at their own ride; and trusted to their 
country fw indemnity. They obtained ife^ 
to the fullest extent^ from, a grateful senate^ 
as soon as. parliament met. The law was 
plain, and positive : but the breach of it 
became nteritorious, from the necessity of 
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the ^ase^-^ibr the aalvotton o£ the state, lif 
such .arduous cireumstances has the little 
governor-general beeo^ and to sunilar exei^- 
tiohs do we owe the preservation of oar 
Indian empire. 

'^ Much has heen said, sir, about the a<v 
cepting of presents by Mr. Hastings, in dU 
rect violation of the act of parliament. The 
fact is admitted : but let us examine the law* 
By the act "for establishing certain regu^ 
lations for the better management of the t£^ 
&irs of the £ast India company,, as well in 
India as in Europe, &c.'' (the lathrof the 
king, ch. 63, sect. 23% which ps^ed m 
1773, it is enacted^ that *^nogovCTBor-ge- 
neral shalU directly or indirectty, by him* 
selfi or by any other person or persons 
for bis use, or on his behalf, accept, tt^ 
ceive, or take, of or from any person or 
persoBS, ia any manner or on any account 
whatSQver^ any present, gift^ donatieo^ gira« 
tuity, or reward, &c/* This,, sir, is alaa 
the act by which Mr. Hastings Wfis 
first appointed govemor-genecal of fiengiBL 



Now, ftfi I ask^ wh^re is the proof that 
Mr« Hastings has violated this law in a sing^Ie 
inatance? Has he taken ^r his use^ or on 
kis behalf, any present, gift, donation, gra- ' 
tuity, or reward ? Let the evidence be pro- 
ducedi It is true that various presents 
were, at different times, received by him;' 
and in particular 100,000L from the nabob 
of Oude : but it is equally true that they ' 
were always carried to the account of the 
East India company, and actually formed 
a regular head of revenue after the act 
took place* A second act, (24th of the 
king, ch. S&5, sect 45,) which declared ' 
*^ tl^t tbe.receiykig presents for the usfe of 
the East India company shall be deemed, 
and taken to be, extortion,'* did not take 
place till the first day of January, 1 785 ; the 
month;. before Mr* Hastings efnbarked for^ 
Euro^. The last mentioned sum of 100,0001. 
was ^cifidaUy:^ entered as a present. These ' 
gifts'and presents were afterw^tds issded <fbr ' 
the {my ofithe army i and wiChbuK thesef^ and ' 
othfiT: ^ctraorcfinwy ;asd$i tifi^, "eifitif 'ttiigliit *^ 
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have disbanded^ perhaps massacred dieir em-» 
ployers ; the Indian empire would certaiqly 
Imve mouldered away. The offering of jM-e* 
sents is thought^ in die £ast^ a necessaiy 
preliminary in all negociations between a 
higher power, and an inferior or dependant. 
If the present is not accepted, the suit is 
luiderstood to be rejected." 



From a large volume in quat^to, consist- 
ing of letters and papers concerning Mr. 
Hastings, written and printed utKfer his own 
-direction, for the use of his friends, but 
which was never published, it will not be im- 
proper to copy the two following letters, 
being the best commentaiy on the latter part 
of Mr. Wilkes's speech. 

From the East India -Company to fFarren 
Hastings. 

*^ Harley-streetj Sept. 17, 1795. 
" SIR, 

** The late resoltftioiis df the general court 
in your favour, with respect to the charges 
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Sncurred by you in consequence of the im* 
|>each;nent ; and the ^i^nuity, as a reward 
for your services to the East India Company ; 
^are sufficient proofs of the high estimation 
in which, you atand with the proprietors at 
large. 

. ^^ These resolutions have not been carried 
into immediate efFecti because doubts have 
arisen as to tb^ legality of the measure un- 
der the provisions of the act of parliament 
^08 to the ^application of the profits of the 
company after certain defined payments are 
made : and, with regard to the annuity, the 
approbation and confirmation thereof being 
expressly, under the . provisions of the act, 
with the commissioners for the affairs of 
India. 

** Whilst these questions have been agi- 
tated, and remain undecided^ the public^ and 
every individual proprietor, have, in the ex- 
ercise of their judgment upon the propriety 
of the measures (to which they most un- 
doubtedly have a right), canvassed with pre* 
cision. your character and conduct while ex- 
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cfcising the high office of govatior^gefiMi 
cf all their afiaira in Indki^ and partioufa^y 
the fortune you acquired in their service* 
Upon the two first points^ f trusts there is 
no doubt ; hut as to die ktter^ a variety of 
opinions are entertained by men of the first 
character and honour in the country. From 
some hasty^ and perhaps unnecessary^ de- 
derations made some time ago, and from 
appearances sinoe^ gentlemen of this de-' 
scription have entertained doubts of the 
truth of the assertions; and though a printed 
paper has been in circulation^ as to the state 
of your fortune, yet your immediate con- 
stituents the (East India company) and the 
public^ whose interests I consider as insepa- 
rable^ remain without any declaration or 
avowal from you personally, as to the tfue 
state of your affairs, 

^' It is suggested, that a disti,nction is at« 
tempted to be made between your ibrtune 
and Mrs* Hastings^s. This is a subt^fuge ' 
unworthy of your honour and c^iaracter ; 
and I Ma sure it is unnecessary for fine to 



JORK wi&iLSS^ ssa. IDS 

ipalfit out to you how imposstbie it is to 
fiudce ithts distinctbn with any degree of 
justice. 

** I have, sir, no pretensions, in my indi- 
vidual capacity, to inquire into the state 
<^ your private affairs ; I should think my- 
self impertinent so to do : but, as chairman 
of the India company, anxious for the ho- 
nour and character of their servants of every 
description, especially those who have held 
such high and confidential offices, I have 
taken upon myself to desire of you to state 
to me in writing, upon your honour, a full, 
plain, and unequivocal account of your for- 
tune ; for the purpose of availing myself of 
it, if I see a fit and proper occasion, for re- 
moving those doubts, which, I must repeat, 
do at present exist in the minds of persons 
of distinguished honour and character. 

*' If, sir, you choose to give me an explicit 
•answer, it may be of use : if not, you will 
consider my letter as coming' from a gentle-- 
man holding (however unworthily) a very 

VOL. IV. K 
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honourable and respectable sitciatioli; ami 
not the impertinent curiosity of an indivii- 
dual. 

^^ My situation must be my apology; and 
my object can only be to rescue, or rather 
preserve pure, your character, from the 
suggestions before stated. 

*^ I have the honour to be, sir, 
your very obedient servant, 

SXfiPHBN LUSHINGT0N«^. 

" To Warrm Hastings^ ^" 



Mr. Hastings's jimwer. 

** Daylesford-house^ 



%i 



SepUvibtr 22, \1^. 



*^ SIE, 



*^ I HAVJB had the honour to receive yoar . 
letter : in which, after informing me of : the 
legal difficulties which have hitherto ocourw 
red, to prevent the court of directors from 
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carrying into e^flfect the late resalutions of the 
general courts you are pleased in substance 
to add, that other objections were likely to 
arise from a variety of opinions entertained 
by men of theiirst character and honour in 
this country, respecting the fortune which I 
acquired in the company's service, on com- 
paring the declarations formerly made of its 
amount (whether prudently made or not) 
with appearances since ; and to desire of mb 
io state to you in writing, * upon my honour, 
a full, plain, and unequivocal account, of my 
fortune, for the purpose of availing yourself 
of it, if you should see-a fit and proper oc- 
casion, for removing those doubts which, you 
repeat, do at present exist in the minds of 
persons of distinguished honour and charac- 
ter/ 

** Whatever sense of public duty may have 
dictated this reference, or wish to obtain for 
the proprietors the fullest infonnation to 
assist their deliberations upon a matter likdy 
to be aoon again brought before tbein> still I 



cannot but feel mysdf impressed with the 
warmest sentiments of gratitude for the share 
which I have in the immediate object of it-: 
which is, by seating to me the reports which 
have prevailed, to the injury of both my 
character and pretensions ; to afford me the 
means of repelling them ; and of justifying 
the past approbation and beneficence of my 
generous and ever respected employers. I 
ilow with pleasure acknowledge the obliga- 

' tkai^. and return .you niy sincere and most 
grateful ^lankfi.lbr it. 

^* Ta the demand which you have made^ 
Bvd eoLpressed in terms of the most impres* 
Wig sobmnityi I shall reply, as I ought^ 
with the pledge of my honour, which it re- 
quires for the verification of it ; «nd with as 
sact-ed and as awful a regard to truth, as if 
il was still in the presence of that tribunal 
befere^wfaicb I have already made a similar 

: declaraticm upon the same subject, andeiaUcd 
,upon. th^'Almighty to attest it« > 

: I '^ I will first endeavour to lay before ^you^ 

vniiBraisfew; words as possible, that full, ptain^ 
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'ftnd nnequivocal acoount of my fortune as it 
stands at the present moment, wl^ch you 
are pleased to require froni» me. 
. " I owe to my solicitors^ and to various 
individuals 97>000/. 

'* To answer thissuin, I possess the estate 
of Daylesford, in- Worcestershire ; which 
cost me, including: the original purchase 
and what I have expended upon the bou6e^ 
gardens, and lands^ about GOj/^k^ The 
estate is 650 aeres, and^may be valued at 
500/. clear yearly rent* I have a diamond, 
which I purchased for a remittance twenty* 
one years ago ; it is sfeUl unsold,, aiid it€ es- 
timated value iS' 3000/.- I paid for it^ 33,000 
sicca rupees. I have one share in the Ber- 
rti^ton and «K)tiier ia the Shcenixlndta* 
men, valued at (the first cost)« 2,2322* I have 
some furniture, horses^ aiid oth^ &rming 
«tack, which it is imposeible to appreciate : 
I bdy^eve I over-rate thence at 2/300/% And 
I have recoverable debut,^ owing: to me in 
England, amounting to about 3,0007. I do 
most solemnly af&rm to you^ sir, upon tny 
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honour, that I have no other property iit 
any part of the world. 

** I must avow, notwithstanding the se- 
verity with which you seeitt to reprobate the- 
distinction, that in estimating my own for- 
tune, I never did mean to include thaC 
which is exclusively the property of Mrs, 
Hastings. It is true, the principal sum fronr 
which it has accrued, was once my own. I 
bestowed ilfupon her as a marriage settle- 
ment m. 1777; not as an^ct of liberality, 
but as a Gompliance in course wifh-thc usage>. 
which I believe to be universal, of the tom^ 
m unity of which I was a member. ITie sum 
imts one lack of sicca rupees, dtid was p^fd 
hy a bill upon my attoi^iey in EtiglUnd 5 th6 
proceeds of which were to be vested iti* th^ 
hands of trustees, for her lase.^ When it was- 
ultimately paid, the sum, with the interest,, 
amounted to* gtt,234^. This, by the sale 
of jewels, gi'ew to 40,000/. j from which,. 
lO^OOOfc was daiucted' for the purchase of 
a house and fwaiture in Park-lane, lately 
made over as a secB^rity for that sum assign- 
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ed for the marriage settlement of Mrs. Im- 
hofF, the wife of her son. I declare upon 
my honour, and even by all that is more sa- 
cred, if any thing can be more sacred, that 
I have never added to her fortune since the 
day of my marriage. That I never, either 
ia India or in Englaivl, directly or indirect- 
ly, made, over one rupee, or one shilling of 
my property, to Mrs. Hastings, or to any 
person or persons in trust for hjer : norj^ to 
my knowledge or belief, does. she possess 
any property beyood thesum which I have 
.q>ecified..'* 

[The remainder of the fetter relates to the 
'particulars of the preceding totals, and tp 
Mr. Hastings's pecmuary distresses peadio^ 
his trial.] 

^ ^ I have the honour to be, f 

with the greatest respect, sir^. 
your much obliged and 

mostobediait humble servant, 
Warrbn HAstmos'* 

'^T&Sir Stephen Lushingtm^ Bart; Cfmr-^ 
man of the Court of DirecLon.*.' ^ . : 
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HB. WILKS8 XLSCtEB CHAMBERLAIN OF 
THB CITT OF X.ONDON. 

In the month of April, ]777, sir Stcfphcii 
Theodore Jansseo, who was chamberkin of 
the cky of London, died ; upon which event 
Mv. Wilkes became a candidate for the o^ 
fice^ but was not successfttK 

Alderman Hopkins was chosen. That 
gentleman, however, dying in November, 
I779> Mr. Wilkes was immediately elected 
his srtceessor; and sworn ihto office on the 
second of December, 1779* The Ihrery conld 
not have selected in the city of London* a 
more proper person for this situation. He 
haid always been a very excellent ntagistrate>' 
not only in London, but in Buckingham-' 
shirb ako. His experience and talents werb- 
wdl suited to' the station ; and he did more 
than any of his predecessors had done— he 
added a new interest to the office. 
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When he presented the freedom of the 
city of London to great men, in honorary 
reward for brilliant and important services, 
he always enriched the compliment with a 
very elegant encomium on the merits and 
high estimation of the person whom he con- 
gratulated. He valued himself miidh on 
the excellence of these addresses ; and they 
are. worthy of preservation^ The rtBST was 
to: Mr. Pitt (the present minister), on the 
28th of February,- 1764. It is as follows J 

/f .1 0IVB youjoy : and I congratulate the 
city of London on the important acquisition 
which it has this day made.: I redcon jt^ sic^^ 
afnpng the most fortunate events of my life, 
that I have the honour of being directed by 
tli^ unanimous resolution of the lord^maypr, 
aldermen, and common-council, to enroll 
your name in the archives of this .DOetror 
polis, among those princes and. heroes .whp 
hUve bieen the benefactors of our. country 
. K 5 
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and the friends of ftiankind ; wkli the glori-^ 
ous deliverer of this nation ; tvith thd hero 
of Culloden ; with the illustrious statesmm 
from whom you derive your descent. The 
city of London, sir, with pride and eixtilta- 
tiDn, now behold revived in the son those 
solid virtues, shining talents, and powerful 
eloquence, which they long admired \h the 
father : but above all, that generous love of 
our country and its diviae constitution, su- 
perior to the groveling sordid views of pri- 
vate self-interest, or personal ambition. You 
have, sir, thus early in your ministerial ca- 
reer commanded the esteem and admiration 
of this city and nation, by a noble act of 
disinterestedness in favour of the public t 
for which, I believe, you scarcely could find 
a precedent ; nor, I fear, will you be imitate, 
ed by any future minister, 

" We look up, sir, to that superior ability 
and purity of public virtue, which distin- 
guish )rou, for the reformation of mdny and 
great abuses ; as well as for the steady protec- 
tion tof our chartered rights, our property, and 



0ttr freedom. The adoninistration of ^Qur 
noble father gave us^ security at homej cm-rjed 
^ glory of ibis nation tQ the utmost beigbt 
abroad^ and extended the bounds of t^e 
empire to countries where the Roman eagle 
iiever flew, A late administration under* 
itook an unjust and wicked war; whioh disr 
xnembered the empire, by depriving us of 
our most valuable colonies, and has brought 
us almost to tbe verge of bankrupt^cy^ To 
restore this kingdom to a degree of pros- 
perity and greatness, demands the utmost 
exertions of virtue and ability; with every 
support, both of the crown and people at 
large. I hope you will meet with both ; and 
I know how high you stand in tbe confi- 
dence of the public^ Much is to be done ; 
but you have youth, capacity, and firrpness. 
It is the characteristic of a true patriot, never 
to despair; and we have a well-gounded 
hope of your making us again a great, 
powerful, happy, and united people, by a 
'Steady, uniform, wise, and disinterested con- 
duct. Your noble father^. sir^ annihilated 
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party ; and I hope you will, in the end^ beat 
down and conquer the hydra of faction^ 
which now rears its hundred heads against 
you. I remember his saying, ^ that for the 
good of the people he dared to IogJl the 
proudest connections of this country in the 
face/ I trust that the same spirit animates 
his son ; and as he has the same support of 
the crown and the people, I am firmly .per- 
suaded that the same success will follow.'" 

* Mr. Pitt's Ansyer : 

^* SIK, 
" I BEG to return you my best thanks 
for your very obliging expressions. Nothing 
can be more encouraging to me in the dis- 
charge of my public duty, than the counte- 
pance of those, whom, from this day, I may 
have the honour of calling my fellow- citi- 
i^ena." 



The SECOND was to the marquis Co*n- 
wallis, on the 5th of April, 1794. 
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^ MY JLORDj 

*^ I Giv^ you joy.: and am happy in bw- 
ing the honour, as chamberlain, of convey- 
ing to your lordship the unanimous thanks 
of the lord-mayor, aldermen, and Gommon- 
council, of the city of London/ for those 
great and eminent services which the na- 
tion at large, no less than the capital, dwell 
upon with gratitude and exultation. 

*^ The British arms, under the wise and 
spirited conduct of a brave commander, 
have raised the glory of the English name 
to the highest pitch in the East. The most 
brilliant and splendid victories have fdld\^- 
ed your lordship's ability in council, th^ 
excellence of all your military measures, your 
distinguished intrepidity in the most dati- 
gerous scenes of action. They have nto-t 
only given perfect security to our former ter- 
ritories, but have extended the bounds of the 
empire, accompanied with an acquisition of 
more than 400,000/. a^ye^r ; ^n objeet of 
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nationaf importance. Yet, my lord, permit 
me to add, that though I am dazzled ^rith 
your victories ; with the pride and pomp of 
conquest ; th^ humbling of the capital of 
Mysore ; and the glorious 6th of Febmaiy, 
1792,) a proud day for England, and an 
asra most distinguished in the annals of the 
eastern empire) there are still nobler ah^ 
higher triumphs that crowd upon u$ — th^ 
triumphs of 'your humanity. Your lord- 
ship's care and solicitude for the well-being 
of the numerous troops under your com^ 
mand; the mild exercise of an authority 
beyond controul, which constantly afford«» 
ed an adequate protection to merit, and ser- 
vices of every kind, in the friendly natives^, 
during the whole course of the war ; gave 
you an empire founded on esteem and aifFec*- 
tion, beyond the power of the sword. Such 
considerations overcame, in the eastern tno^ 
narch, the strong ties of nature ; and the 
father, with a calm resignation, consented 
that the two young princes, the hopes of his 



empire, should pass under the eye and 
protection of an heroic and humane con* 
queror, 

*^ My lord^ our great Milton says> ^ Peace 
has her victories no less renowned than war/ 
They have been earned in the civil adminis^ 
tration of your lordship* The native inha^ 
bitants of India were, at your lordship's ac* 
cession to power, the happiest and best-pro^ 
tected subjects in Indian and they continued 
-to enjoy that protection, in its fullest extentjp 
under your happy auspices^ The plan of a 
late governor-general, the saviour of India,^ 
(Mr. Hastings,) was examined with great care 
and attention, and adhered to with liberality. 
A better could not have been adopted. 
With wonderful ability he struggled through 
a mass of difficulties of a different kind, 
brought on in a most critical and perplexed 
situation of Indian affairs. ^ He rose superior 
to the combined efforts of our enemies ; and 
preserved to us our empire of the East, to be 
secured on the most permanent basis, and 
enlarged by lord Cornwallis.'* 
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The THIRD was to lieutenant-general $ir 
William Medows, K. B^ on the 17th of 
May, 1794. 

^*' GENERAL SIR WILLFAM MEDOWS^ 

" I GIVE yor joy : and I have the satisfao 
tion of returning you thanks in the name of 
the lord-mayor, aldfermen, and commons, of 
the city of London^ in common-council ait- 
sembled. They have unanimously voted you 
the fi-eedom of the capital : and desire to ex- 
press their high esteem for the second ia. 
command under the marquis Cornwallis ; 
and gratitude for the glorious a^d importai^- 
advantages gained by his majesty*s forces in 
the East Indies, aided by your gallant con- 
duct. 

•* May I be permitted to remark, that the 
East Indies have only been the latest, al- 
though the most important, scene of your 
military glory ? The public attention has 
long been fixed on former victories, in va* 
ripus other parts ; and the astonishing suc- 
cess at St. Lucie, with very inferior numn,. 
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BersV against the formidable stfiength of the 
ancient enemy of these kingdoms, is still re- 
lated with patriotic enthusiasm, i will not 
go into any other particulars of your conduct 
in the field ; nor dwell on that nice sense 
of honour which has marked your course 
thtoagh Kfe, Your country approves and 
applauds ; and the citizens of London in* 
scribe your name in the illustrious list of the 
bendactofs of this free nation. 

*' I desire to add my fervent wishes, that 
you may long tojoy the fair fame and unsuU 
Jied honours, which are the reward of supe- 
ritor merit and fortitude.** 



'The pouR'TH was ta earl Howe ; on the 
6thof May, 179&. 

' *' MY IrORD, 

*^ I GIVE you joy : and in the name of 
the lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons, 
of the city of London, in common-coundl 
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assembled, desire to congratulate y<mr For^ 
ship on the brilliant and decisive victoiy o# 
the British fleet, tinder yoar command, in 
the ever-memorable months of May and 
June, i7Q4«-*a proud epoch in the history 
of our glorious naval exploits ! 

•* The naval superiority so essential to the 
safety, honour, and dignity of our idanc^ 
has been fully established, and (ve hope) 
lastingly secured, under your lord^ip'^s au- 
spices. The navy has always been consider-- 
ed as otir first and firmest bulwark ; atid the 
same undaunted spirit which has, under tbe^ 
command of the admiral of the fleet, gritt- 
ed such signal conquest over a proud ic^ 
suiting foe, will,, we nre assured,, continue ta- 
acquire fresh laurels, and preserve to £ng« 
land the homage of old. Ocean. 

** My lord, it is impossible, on the presant 
occasion, not to dwell with heartfelt satis- 
faction on the generous frankness and zeal^ 
with which your lordship has called (orth^ 
the conduct and valour of the partaers of 
your glory, to share in the national triumphs- 
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The gallant behayioiir of all the ofEcers, 
seamen^ soldiers^ and marines^ who served 
on board the British fleet under your com- 
mand^ has not been passed over in oblivion ; 
but receives from the liberal hand of their 
superior, a fair and handsome share of the 
welUmerited universaL applause; This cha- 
racter of a true hero, must ever be remarked 
and admired in lord Howe. 

*^ My lord, in the present convulsed si* 
tuation of Europe, and critical period of our 
own affairs, the utmost vigour and energy 
are necessary. In the most important de«- 
ptotfuent of the atate, we are happy to see 
your lordship's pre-eminence ; and We look 
ferward to the future trials of your mic6n* 
i(fierable spirit, skil], and scienee. May 
every year add to your public merit, fame, 
and honours, and to your private felicity !'^ 

Lord Howe replied : 

" I AM much flattered, shr, by the fkvottr- 
able sentiments which my worthy fellow-citi- 
Jens have done me the honour to entertain o£ 
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my profes^nal endeavours^ on the occasioir 
you have mentioned ; the impression of which 
has been increased by the 'assurance of yocin 
obliging concurrence in them.*' 



The FIFTH was to admiral sir Horatio 
Nelson, now viscount Nelson y on the 28th. 
©f November, 1797*^ 

'' R.&AR-ADH1RAX f IR BOaATTO VKhStIf, 

^* 1 give you joy ;; and, with true satTs^ 
laction, I return you thanks, in the namer of 
the lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons^ of 
the city of London, in aommon-council as- 
sembled : who have unanimously voted you 
the freedom of the capital, for yeur di^tin* 
gui$hed valour and conduct in the &vourtte 
service of the navy ; and particularly against 

! B very! sap^ior force of the enemy, off Cape 
St. K^noeftt, on the l4th of Fehrutiry last; 
. ^^Ma&yof our naval commaadors h9»e 

:, merited highly .of their countsy by>^:&eir 
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^i^ertions ; bat in your case^ there is a raore 
J^eroic modesty^ which cannot be sufHciently 
admired* You have given the warmest ap- 
plause to your brother-officers^ and. the sea^ 
men under your command ; but your own 
merit you have not mentioned even in the 
slightest manner : and the relation of the 
severe and cruel wound you received in the 
service of your country, is transmitted to 
posterity by your noble commander-in- 
chief. 

^ May you long Kve to enjoy the grate- 
ful benedictions of the country which yoit 
honour and protect !" 

Admiral Nelson's Answer : 

•* aiR, 

., *^ Nothing could be more gratifyii^ to 
me (as it must be to every sea-officer) than 
recetvittg this day the high honour confer- 
red upon mCf in becoming a freraisn of the 
city of London. And I b^ you to believe^ 
4iad to assure my fellow-citizens, 'that my 
j^.jiand and head shall ever be exerted, with 
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all my heart, in defence of lay kiog, i£be 
laws, and the just liberties of my country;; 
in which are included every tiling which caa 
be beneficial to the Gf4>ital of the empire. 
I beg leave to return you, sir, my sincere 
tbankfi, for the very flattering expressions 
you have honoured iae with on vthis occa- 
sion.'* 



The SIXTH wss to admiral Waldegrave; 
on the fifth of December, 17 QQ. 

" VICE-ADMrRAL THE HaN. WM. WALDEGRAVE^ 

" I rGiVE you joy : and I heartily join in 
the tribute of just applause, and well-merit- 
ed acknowledgments, which the lord-mayor, 
aldermen, and common-council, have imani- 
mously voted, for the services you have ren- 
dered our common country, in a scene &£ 
great danger and glory, on the 14th of Feb- 
ruary last. 

^^ England is happy in possessing sucfa. 
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4auntles8 commandjerft ; and our navy trU 
xunphant ia being thus led on to fame and 

^' It is the pleasing distinction which I 
hold by the favour of the livery of London^ 
that it is my duty to record in the fair list 
of British worthies^ those distinguisl^ cha« 
racters to whom we look up with affection 
and gratitude. Your name will be no incon- 
siderable addition to the proud annals of the 
metropolis; and your example will prove a 
source of noble emulation in the present 
age, and of excitement to valour and virtue 
for those succeeding." 

To Ihis elegant address, the gallant admi- 
ral returned the following appropriate an- 
swer : 

, " Oratory is not a British naval ojfficer's 
forte. We trust not to our words, but to 
our deeds ; and I thank God that, by the 
blessing of Providence, mine have been such 
as to merit the reward this day conferred 
upon me. Be assured, sir, that no man 
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can be more highly sensible of this very hig^ 
iMnour^ than I am : for iflhat «ait b€Mftiole 
sincerely gratifying to the feelings of a true 
bom Englishman^ than to £nd that he has 
merited the applause and good-i^U of his 
countrymen ? I can safely say, that, front 
the first hour of .my arrival at command in 
tlie navy, to the present moment, it has ever 
been my most anxious wish and study to' do 
that which I conceived to be most conducive 
to the good and the general welfare of my 
country ; and I can, with an equally ' safe 
conscience, add, that so long as i shall )<e- 
tain my strength and faculties, so long shaM 
they be exerted in defence of the best of 
kings, and our glorious and matchless con- 
sfitution. I beg, sir, you will be pleased to 
accept my best thanks, for the very polite 
and manly address with which you haye Just 
iiQUOured me.** 
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Ltitet frfnn Mmiral Nek^n t0 thA Lord^ 
Mayor. 

^' Vanguard^ MmUhofihe Ntk^ 
August B^ 179S. 

"MY LORD, 

*' Hating jthe honour of being a frcc- 
nwn of the city of London, I take the liber* 
ty of sending to jour lordship the sword of 
the commanding French admiral ^M. Blan- 
guet) who survived after the battle of the 
IsC, off the Nile: and request, that the 
city of London wjH honour me with the ac* 
ceptance of it, as a remembjraRce that Bri* 
tannia still rules the waves; which that 
she ever may do, is the fervent ^prayicr ol 

" your lordship's 

.4no$t obedient servant, 

Horatio NsJ-toJi-** 

r The Jtighi Hm. thtJjn-d- 
Majfor ofLondofh^* 

vox. W. X 



CATUIXUS, 



THEOPHRASTUS. 



CATULLUS. 



In the year 1788, Mr. Wilkes amused 
himself wkh printing, at the press of his 
deputy, John Nichols, esq. a very elegant^ 
and perfectly correct, edition of Catullus, 
X Catullus was not one of the most eminent 
of the Latin poets ; but he was a favourite 
of Mr. Wilkes* There was a kind of co- 
incidence of circumstances between them, 
which probably gave- rise to this partiality ; 
for it can scarcely be supposed that the me- 
rit of Catullus, as a poet, was sufficient to 
gain the high esteem of Mr* Wilkes's ad- 
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mired talents and improved tast«. It was 
like the resemblance which, Mr, Wilkes 
said, the case of Algernon Sydney bore to 
his own : — ^and he therefore admired Sydney 
almost to enthusiasm* 

Catullus was indigent: so was Mr. 
Wilkes. Catullus had great patrons, but 
not liberal ones : so had Mr. Wilkes. Ca- 
tullus, excelled in a species of wit that was 
not very delicate : so did Mr. Wilkes. Ca- 
.tullus was the friend of liberty against Cae- 
sar : Mr. Wilkes gave ample proofs of his 
warm attachment to liberty. This simi- 
larity of situation and sentiment must have 
gained Mr. Wilkes's affection ; and there- 
fore he made choice of his favourite au- 
thor, to give a specimen of his classical 
accuracy and erudition. 

In the year 1774, an edition of Horace 
was printed at Glasgow, which has been, 
properly called immaculate. The sheets, <as 
they were printed off, were hung up in the 
collegje of Glasgow, and a reward was of* 

* xa • 
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fered to aoy person who should discover an 
error. v, 

Mr. Wilkes's Catullus is equally imma* 
culate. Not a word is misspelt; not a 
stop misplaced, or omitted. 

The eidition which Mr. Wilkes has prin- 
cip^Jly followed, U that pf. Padtta^^f^^e 
year 1737/ The title which he g^i^tajijis 
own was: ^* Caiv^ ValermSiCatuUuSk Re- 
xtnmit Johmnes IViHes^ Anglm. ITyp^ 
Johannu HichoU.** It is a soiall 4}uax^ 
volume. Three copies were printed on 
vellum, and one hundred on fine writing 
paper. The greatest part of these he pre- 
sented among his friends ; and the follow- 
ing letters are amohg ' the many acknow« 
ledgmei^ta which he rjeceived. 



joHsr^wnKn^:«8cu "Stti 
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LJBTTBR I. 




Dmning-streei^ Juhf 15, 1788. 



]V1r« Pitt presents his compliments to 
Mr. Wilkes^ and is extremely obliged to 
him for the edition of Catullus, which Mr« 
Wilkes has done htm the honour to send 
this morning. 



|«ITTBR lit . . 

SohO'Square^ July 1 8, 1 7 88. 

iJlR loseph Banks presents his otnpli* 
ments to Mr. Wilkes, and returns him many 
thanks for his very obliging and agreeable 
present, which he shall always carefully 
preserve as a testhnony of his friendship : 



tvhich, though he has had but few oppor- 
tunities of deserving it, he shall ever cherish 
with respect for superior abilities, and gra* 
titude for the enjoyment of brilliant con« 
versation* 



XETT£A \\U 

Great Pcrtland-sireei, No. 40. 
Tuesday Mormng, 

X AM very much obliged to you for the 

very elegant book with which you have had 
the goodness to present me. Catullus has 
always been a favourite writer with naej 
and I have great pleasure in seeing him in 
the hands of so refined and so accurate an 
editor as yourself. To editions of classical 
authors so highly decorated with typi^ra* 



phical ornament as that of your Catullus^ 
we may, with the strictest propriety, apply 
the expression of luxm eruditUsimus. 

I remain, with great regard, sir, 
your obliged and 

obedient ser\'ant, 

W. Seward. 



tBTT£R IV. 

Bradford^ Yorkshire, 
December 3, 1788. 

1 LEARN from the public prints that you 
have printed an edition of Catullus, which 
is much admired for its superior elegahce 
and accuracy. I directed my bbokseHfer^in 
town to procure me a cofiy ; .buthe iiifbrms 



me that it is a private book, and not to be 
purchased, ^'' ^^""^^^ 
^I^iAg^bMQi engaged some time in prc<» 
pavkig an edition of the same author with 
notes critical and historical^ 1 wi&^iiikdch to 
see ymni as, it is said Ip^ bp vegr^^cpf^^tjr 
jpj^ipt^^ ^ap.d may be pf .us^ to m. f^^.^pn^^ 
^^(^uibtofpe s but if yoi| will '^d^eup>f 
^h ici^Yiew of it,, ,f6f .a w^ek: or.tW5J|i^J 

4. < It JfiWjr^^iiti witl^ respejrt^ ..^ j i, . v 
ill bw ! >jour very iittmble serrant, r^v 

, . , . Jw.,/. fonncrly Fdlvw 

-^.Kq b.ri j 1. ,■....•.. ; ^y^^ JM^:^rdi 

?.uo riiiw <>vx>b ^i'.-'v^ ;o'> O' i^ i*!»nii"Ml 4&) bs 
J)n:>i7Ti biv^ (t:;v t:)n\. u >'^ jj inOf 



tBTT£R V# 

' 1 ' > ^ WincKesUr CoUege^ 

1 RETtTRN you a thousand thanks fcr your 
very kind present of the most elegant edi- 
tion of Catullus I ever saw. 1 set a greater 
value on it, because it reminds me of the 
many pleasant hours, and classical con- 
versations, I formerly enjoyed with you j 
which I shall be happy to repeat, if you 
will do me the favour to call on me in 
your way to your pleasant cottage in the 
Isle of Wight : where I should certainly 
nav^ vfsited you j^ast summer, if I had pass- 
«d (as [ intended to do) some days with our 
friend sir Richard Worsley. 

I am, dear sir, 

your obliged and very old friend, 

and humble servant, 

Jos. Warton# 
I- 5 
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THE0PHRASTU8. 



In the years 1789 and 179O, Mr. Wilkes 
employed his very active and very accurate 
deputy, to print for him a very beautiful, 
and perfectly correct, edition of the Charac- 
ters of Theophrastus, It was a companion 
to his Catullus ; and was a small quarto, 
like Catullus^ printed in an excellent bold 
and clear type. The title page was 

©EO*PASTOT XAPAKTHPEE H0IKOI. 
'' Johannes W tikes y Anglus, recensuiu Lon- 
dim, 1790, Tt/pis Johannis Nichols.'' 

In the early progress of printing the 
work, Mr. Wilkes sent some proof-sheets 
to Dr. Thomson, of Kensington, for him 
to examine 5 and the doctor transmitted 
them to his friend, W. Holwell, esq. at 



JOHir WIXrKil0> ESQ. 

Thombury, near Bristol. In consequence 
of this communication, Mr. Holwell sent 
the following letter to Mr. Wilkes. 

" Thornbury^ near Bristol^ 
October 24, 1789. 
*' SIR, 

*^ My good friend. Dr. Thomson, of Ken- 
sington, has transmitted to me a first-^proof 
of an intended new edition of the Charaq- 
.ters of Theophrastus. I beg to congratu- 
late the public on two points: the one, 
that the remains of Theophrastus are likely 
to be sent into the world ; and that you, 
sir, undertake it. The doctor^ from too 
great a partiality to me, has desired me to 
give my opinion upon certain points; and 
he seemed to wish that niy answer should 
be sent to yourself* This will, I trust, apo- 
logize for my addressing you. 

" The doctor writes, that the Vat. MS.* 
has no accents, no aspirates ; but preserves 
the apostrophe. The want of accents proves 

* The manuscript in the Vatican. 



kiimlluiiyi tfbr hwk^ MkfifponmkaOdOk^ 
acicell«8^'a«JfC)f ' noderhf^rivfentibnrr^^Mf^^w 
ndw^utttt, ere' desttroctiiveiofnalt ^aaiibit]fq 
Let any man read' twenty HqesiannUomev 
oi5o^l|wleti4iy ircefltf'isiiiaiii^ifsbd^ and 
than wilt be; I thitik^ a so^oieikt mMrer >to 
alltM ircfiti6eswli}ch4Mt«^tbeeny )0>p(fYlr 
9tiltii0; il^rltteo in theirdlfentei' - :- y>\f^'u 
,rTf5^M%h mgard to'theOreek tettersrimd 
iv^ordrr^E do;not aaean atto theti! fotm, 
ffvWift} has varied in differeM ages)^ I hmoh 
.Hf'Jtthiak' that the asKsieiit jiipefSptimip 
wvbld km tbe'beit gMde« Muratoii iaik 
^lavgd^tioDSectitmr but te thd Yatkah 
joi^iidoKiiit )lia8 emitted' ikemg lotiftniin- 
^tgr^ siddd Ihey may ^ jomttted dmoAgb 
the whole; though I confess it to b»i^ti- 
gluldn*. F(Mr«^lm Mme i?easo,n^ thie epoaQ-ophe 
ahDidd he retai»ed# The .Vmicaia^itnafliil- 
Aripft^aa the doctor writes, Mtaios:»t.-HOne 
thing is amUAciAi ^wbich) I iiAy$> ts&«ii)i^^ 
liberty tQ^Mpply)| 1 Q»ean Ihc ifltt.** This 
seei?atit0 >mo tp :be ^bs^jifely essentiaU 
itoci^i^v>tas0«ptions, &c. were generally 



tetiibitBdrimiiaq)itikiEtter^ and theh ttok>ti 
^ns ad^inecL' i belieiw ]» ihstance^an.^ 
pradaeed of its omisBion. Does the /Viatic 
eaitiiiinascript omit it ? I 

:-« A» to/tbe manner, Ilihink it tcry<go6di 
llie letter of a proper ^ize ; and" the Unes 
«t-pi^oper dtstaneeo. ' One thing I hcg ^to 
olgect against.; I mean capital lettsH' to 
bc^n^tfch sentence. I am no militaf^ man, 
jet 'I bve a military review; Audi mf^eje 
"vonid b^ offended to see ben' and tfieinb^a 
^erkedMipr grenadier, of m leet foafitinclTe.4, 
itstsikBg^hs' line of five feck teA inictiKV. 
(I«dMd, I^ivoisid allow im' officer, jbrirstf^^ 
-SAley )!ke>fa pVDper name^ to exceed rin^fght, 
^'^im^t drawn a iine throng these ^viiinN 
4kr«i^'' t'" •' ' '• ^^ '''^ "•^' 

&lff ft 1$i^nite Aghi that ligatures slioakiitie 
^^HMiafiied^* I liave mentioned one or 'Ubo 
trtlier fxirtvedlars to doctor Ttsouaotii;- to 
9i(h<$m3bi^in^be8tcbmfAimenta» ^ * 
? ;n "1 have the^faonodr to be, sir, • 
. (y . ^ , f j|(0Qf t^ry obedienrservftnfj: ^ * 



280 MEbAf^^I|l8;^(XP : 

Mr. Wilkes seems to have profited bj 
this advice. His edition of Tbeophrastus 
is without accents. Count Reviczky^ the 
Imperial ambassador at the British court 
at this time^ by whose persuasion Mr. 
Wilkes was influenced to print Catullus 
and TheophrastuSj remonstrated with him 
upon the omission of the accents : Mr; 
Wilkes replied^ that he would oheerfully be 
at the expence of printing a single copy for 
the county if he would find a person who 
could make thtvn, and correct them. 

This is the only complete edition of Tbeo- 
phrastus that we know of : Mr. Wilkes hav- 
ing added the two chapters found in the Vati- 
can^ and separately edited by John, Cbri^q- 
pher Amadutius. There are no notes, nor 
any introduction, to Mr. Wilkes's edition. 
Only three cppies were printed ou veliitfPg 
and one hundi;^ on fine writing pap^x* 
These he gave to his friends. Among (^ 
many acknowledgments which were sent to 
him for these presents^ are tbe following. 
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tETTER I. 

Althorp^ October 17, 1790. 

SIR, 

A HOUGH I have not the advantage of 
being personally acquainted with you, I can- 
not avoid taking the liberty of troubling you 
with a few lines, to return you my most 
sincere acknowledgments for the very oblig- 
ing manner in which you have done me the 
honour to send me your beautiful edition of 
Theophrastus, upon vellum. I esteem my- 
self peculiarly fortunate as a collector of 
scarce and valuable books, that, in conse- 
quence of my having purchased count Re- 
viczky's collection, I am become the pos- 
sessor of two books, not more desirable on 
account of the correctness and beauty of 
their execution, than from the name and 
reputation of their editor ; whose talents and 



abOitieSy having already made so distinguish-^ 
ed a subject for our pojitical^ roust in future 
be equally celebrated 1)y our literary^ histo- 
riwa. . 

I have the honour to be^ $Br^ ^ 

wit^ grj^iit truths - ^ ] 

. ,. - , y^jur roost obedient 

humble scryw^ 






-iORn Mansfield , r?tjurn? ^P^jf }y»pj^5i|f^ 
Mr. Wilkcfs^ (or his, Th^jPhr^?^^^ aj^jj^^c3p- 
gratulates j^iro j^onbis fjj^ajit^i^musem 
Theop^^)^^S d^e^. fq^j^^^p from na- 

times, and in every country. 



-^^Bitf^ntmb m tiVhtn ybc-s-Is ^tmsd t^hiiidu 
*nwui muvm Jn^-'j^-r/- tjc icii Jot»du? £ to 

Park^pUce, MifW 

DEAR SJfii^ ,;>^; ^- 7::.:?- ; ^^ ::-:iil 

1 RETURN you mtoy thanks for the vala- 
able present, wKich I have tfiis moment re-i 
ceivedv^yfew new edition of Theophrastus. 
ItM^W^hmi'^ me consists in its being a me- 
morial, and not the first of the kind, of your 
friendship. As suchjJUhall ever sacredly 
preserve it; and shall contemplate it with 
more pleasure th^n tl» pWisal could afford 
to many who possess the knowledge which 
IdbwejHRJMw'N*^ »f I can pretend 

to have ever attained it, of the language ift 
w\tiM^ttSft(*iteht^ aWti^itteh;^^'^^''^^^-^ 

..;:0 /noil '^^'^-^i^'r^bs^^aift?^ ^Ait^^^^^T 

. I am under a solemn engagement to sir 
John Elliott^ and mean to perform it^ that 



I wiH learn the SpaniA language for the 
purpose of reading Don Quixote in die 
original text of a beautiful impresstcm whieh 
he gave me. If I have life and leisure, I 
will not despair of being ableto qualify my- 
self to profit in the like manner by your 
gift^ 



LBTTBR IV. 

Soho'Sguarcy June 6, 1790. 

1 KI70W not whether you extend the libe- 
rality with which you distribute to yottr 
friends copies of your valuable editions of 
the classics any further : but I do knovr 
that I have an application from the library of 
the university of Gottingen, now one of the 
very best in Europe; requesting that, as 
money will not purchase them^ your good-* 
ness will place them there. i 



I do not mean to press upon any resolu- 
tions you have made on the subject* So 
shall only say, that in acceding to the prayer 
of their petition, you will command the gra« 
titude of some very learned men. 

Believe me, dear sir, 
, your faithful, obliged, 

humble servant^ 

Jos. BankSi 



J.BTTSR V. 

i^IR Joshua Reynolds presents his compli- 
ments to Mr, Wilkes, and returns him many 
thanks for the present he has made him; 
the value of which is much increased, in 
his estimation, by the honour of receiving it 
from him. ^ 

He is very much flattered by Mr. Wilkes's 
polite attention to him. 



.£i?ainaingp0i«!-.>< 



sit^Tiit vL 



Cavendish'squure^ June 5, iTgOb 

olR John Tliorold presents Jmj^smvUi^ 
menu to Mr. Wilkes: is much hpncm^ 
% Bis kind remembrance, and the .xfimJfh 
present he has made him of hi9 e4i^0|i%«^ 
Theophrastus ; Which, he dotthtfk;i|<>|^':ii|^ 
equally immaculate as his Catullus. He is 
much flattered by his acceptance of the 
trifles he ventured i!9>efier ; but as he could 
make no adequate compensation, he endea* 
▼cured to testify hit^gnslefiil sense of bii^ 
favours. 









.4 



q -jji: ion-' 



joHir^ wtimmti kscu i^ 



UtTTU vtu 



JVlR. Cracherode has the honour tp r^t^j^ 
hi$ffifthk8 to Mr. Wilkes for the rtibst com- 
^te> Edition of the Characters' ot Theo- 
phAtetds as yet printed ; and to express the 
^ty gmtefol dcinsfc he entertaihs of his r^ 



»^ '-J> " ' • ..." V 'ri 

aid \o der.::- i>iis)tai^BE':*i|4.i'-r c' !.•--» i.c-v 
Susfy^Park, Sept. «7, 1790. 

-pElNG possessed of a very good collec- 
tion of the Greek and Latin authors, and 
aome very curious editions, I cannot help 
entertaining an andous desire of enriching 
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my library by the addition of your two ele- 
gant pubKcations of Catullus and Theo- 
phrastus^ Bot^ alas ! I find by inquiry among 
■ all the booksellers^ that they are not to be 
purchased ; and that I can only make that 
valuable acquisition by addressing myself to 
your liberality. That course I have there- 
lore taken. 

If you should have the goodness both to 
pardon and to comply with my application, 
be assured that no person on whom you 
may have conferred the same obligation, 
will set a higher value on the present than 
myself. 

. I, have the honour to be, sir, 
your most o|)edient 

and most humble servant, 

. Sy£V£ST£R.DoUGLA8. 



MR. WILKES'S 

TOUR ON THB COAST. 



JL HE fatigues which Mr. Wilkes endured 
by his faithful attention to his official duties^ 
in the situation of lord-mayor, during the 
year 1775, required some relaxation. In the 
spring of 1776^ he made a little excursion 
through some of the southern counties.: 
while on this tour, he received the following 
letters from his daughter* 



XBXTER I. 



London, July IdimG. 

A AM happy, dear papa, to hear of your 
arrival at Brighthelmstone, after an agree- 
able tour from Godstone ; and particularly 
rejoice iii the favourable account of your 



ImMi* Aec€i^.ttie Mtunuice of my ftdti^ 
the sinccreit gratitiide for your .mwt kind 
jiroposal, und attentkm td every particular 
concerning it. 

I lead your letter ^o Mrs. Molyneux 
this afternoon ; who is ^mueh obliged by 
every expression of your regard for her. 
I found the party would be extremely 
l^reeable to her ; but, that the first wi$h 
in her mind was, to see her children : and 
that die had not yet received the value 
of the dr^ft sent her from France. Another 
reasao^r her stay in town at jireseht^ ia 
the idea given faer % her son^ that perhaps 
Mr. Molyn«ix mayvet-y soon bring over 
their ttit) eldest daughters ; and she is every 
post in eicpeetation of hearing what he in- 
tends doing with them : for it appears cer- 
tain that be means. the others to remain in 
France. It is impossible to be more friendly 
to tus both, that! this good-humoured cheer- 
fol lady ; and ste expressed on tbis occasion 
how highly she * was pleased wfa^ver jn 
your company. 



fe; 



^cqu^ted.with 9II ^h^ feelings of ftiyi>«wt 
towards you. Whatever most ei^pcf^es th«iD, 
^U.CTCf^be w]^ Lahaliliaveth^traesl plea* 
sure in perfon^iog i and I must regret evierjf 
interruption to my personal attentions. I 
hope the same indulgence I have so constant- 
ly experienced, a^d now with such peciiiiar 
kii^dness, will accept those in idea, whic^ I 
should haye been most bapfiy to have paid at 
Brighthelmstone, liad circmiiafcfknces f>erdiiU 
ted ipe the agree^b^ journey • My dear papa's 
kind offer is engraven on my mind, wtth^^ 
Ijis other gopdness^ never .to be oUitei^^ted. { 
faApe sQm§ oth«r partyr^qmUy pleasing will 
take pia(e .^ween the widow, and onrselvcfr; 
ai)4 4k Vi ^ imidb disposed to U as we<:au^ 

Hie exerp^ and air pf Brighthelm^tone 
wilU.^ %^er iqyielfj be gf ixi&oi^ nmo^up 
)opu; «i)d I hope yoi|. Will itfy sui |o«g. 9$ 
m^y be^. b^n^. to yow beilth, of agnee- 

vox* IV. M i 
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able to your indinatianj If you please^ we 
BQight go a few miles to meet you when ycpdi 
return ; whioh I sbouMifl^e extremely. 

Bon soify mon ires cher papa ! et recevet 
avec votre bofUe ariUhaipe h plus tendre re^ 
sped* 



hl&TtBR 11. 



Xdndoriy July 18, 1776.' 

Y OUR accustomecl goodness, dear papa, 
makes me uneasy at not having the pl^sure 
of hearing from you to-day : but I flatter 
xpyself, some agreeable excursion in the en- 
virons of Brighthelm stone is the only reason 
of my disappointment* i 

I dined yesterday with Mrs. Molyneux, at 
Mr. Beckingham's, at Highgate ; and a 
very fine day shewed the prospect in all its 
beauty. I heard, the infanta of B. S. is 
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tabe made a Christian on Sund^ «ev^n«- 
night ; but the eeremony is not to be pefi^ 
formed at the aiansioa-bouse, as at first 
aientioned* 

Our friend in Berke^y^ street is cxtrema- 
}y obliging. She has received her money? 
and haa hoard that her two eldest daughters 
are to return with Mr. Molyneux in a few 
days. 

Fermettez-moi^ thou cher pupa^ de- vous 
emJbrasser bien ternirement; et j£ quitte la 
plume avec la dxmce esperance de In repren^ 
dre ^krAuin pour vous remercier d'une de vos 
aimables lettres. 



LvrTER in. 



.»,,.. . : ZondoUf July ao, ni6* 

X HAVE great pleasure in continuing to re'- 
<icJiv€f sttch favourable tidings of your health ; 
ahd^I am very grateful for your kind exact- 
ness in writing to me. 
U2 



a4d .MEH0JB8 OP 

The widow will dine with me to-morrow, 
on the Brighthelmstone fare ; when we shaH 
certainly drink the health of the amiable pa- 
triot^ the donor. — ^I was agreeably surprised 
this morning by a visit from Mr. Needham ; 
who has been ui England a few days, and 
intends staying a fortnight longer. He told 
me, he came to settle Mr. Dillon's afiairs, 
between his family and his creditoriB, piievioiis 
t;0 his marriage with miss Phipps, lord MuU 
gnqye's sister ; who is now at Brussels, with 
her inother.^-Mr. Needham is very desirous 
of seeing you, and left me his direction. I 
mks much pleased to hear of his business t 
jBi^. it looks so well for him who temgfat 
vp Mr« Dillon, to have the mmsgem^i^jfSif 
itff^He has been to Fr^Eice on thisAoc« 
•caabn. • L. n 

Accept the mdst respectful aiid teii^ 
adieu ! j • h^ )iiJ 



.^} •. . . • ' r/ 



V il 
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Julj/ 30^1176. 

J RBCSiVBp, dear papa^ your kind favouir 
of Saturday^ in company with y6\ii old 
friend mm Goddard ; who accepted of n 
tSte-i^t^te dinner with me yesterday. We 
liad the Bath mutton^ you- was so g<>od as te 
send me. It was. delicious; and we drank 
the health of the ainiable donc»-. We had 
likewise the Bath cheese; which wd both 
.liked extremely. ' * ^ * ^ 

At last you see that Mr. LuttrdI is maK 
ried. I beg you will ask lord Irnham where 
be^has taken a house; as I wish'^o bjb among 
the first that wait upon the bride. -^ *'l>^ 

Mr. Serjeant Adair called yesterday, to 
know if you was returned ; and Mr. Mulli* 
ner sent this morning. 
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My grandmother is pretty weH, and rfcr- 
sires her Icve. 

I have sent twice to inquire after Eliza. 
The accounts of her health are very indif* 
ferent^ and she still keeps her room. 

I received this morning some very pretty 
garters from the duchess De la Vallerie, vfiths 
a letter from the baron. He mentions the 
fleet under the cotmt I^Eslaing havii% ssiU 
^ the 13th. The destination of H is not 
known ; but he knagmes k is noft intended 
to act on the offensive^ but only io protect 
their West India islands. The baron si^,. 
♦** /o^ grossesse de la reine se ioutient -tm^ 
jOttr^.!'— Tlic clie&aliere is confined to lier 
bed with a rkumattsme goutteux. She s^odb 
yofl miUe chosen tendres. 

I passed Sunday afternoon at my uncle 
Heaton^s : we were^ indeed, en families for 
the circle consisted of seven, A\ of the 
name of Wilkes. 
* It gives me great pleasure to thitik ydur 



JOHN WILK£$9 ESa. 347 

present excursion will be beneficial to your 
health ; the first object in the wishe&^of^ 

dear pa^^ 

your ever dutiful and 

afFectionale • daughter. 



Better t* 



LmdoriyAugxLst &f m6. 

. JL OUR kind letter, my dear papa, has re*i 
^jpyed me from great anxiety;; and I am 
truly happy to have such good foutidatipil 
for the hope of your speedy recovery. 
. Mr. Bull, Mc and Mrs. Hay ley, Mn 
Glynn'a family, and Mr. Crompton, have 
sent their inquiries after you ; and count 
Lauragais made them personally this morn-« 
ing: He desired his best compliments \ and- 
was not only very friendly, but very polite. 



likewise called^ and reccmiinended a t^iii#ll6 
Brussels and ^>a for yoiu* . recoyei^ ^> o£ 
which places be gave xne very i^^rceablotfNtts 
ticttlars. .- ' \ 

, Yoor health V(as drank to-day iQJBarke)«$cr 
street ; wb^re I went to wi^h oor widoi;^^ 
friend a. good jpumey* 8bi^^ set&..9ut. s$fi^ 
morrow ;for H^arwicbj, and^wilL^.b^ . wmm* 
tii^e ;ibs|pn^ I shall be aiucl\^bl^;ed i« jEfick* 
£>r the mutton/ as I find In. mysf^Ca goodie 
d^al pf an sJdennan^s dai^ghtenM^ ..n; I 

Ith^nk your idea of ti^ Hessiap ^v^ifa|ri 
will sujt i^II parties ;: fnd it would b^i^.^ia^iifti 
pity for ]M;r. Smi^^ *; |p lo^:4h§ tftdvantoge; 
^,the prpfjcie^y .^le.n^ade^ -i^ fjt^Wgi «Q#ra 
iSo gobd a master. :,: x;,- > ? y. ?iJ '>:* 

The account of your visitors much pleas* 
edme; and I hope thdr acquaintance will 
be an amusement to you. All mi|st be 
happy to know you. The attention wa9 
very obliging. I beg the kdies may be as- 

* Mr. Wilke^ patural son. 



^ O^lT^ l^intSrSt que iiiorf'^tr'pixpd ihspird^ 
cMfime il sd0 prSndre toui Ids tons if ser^a 
partout recherchi et aimS. Tax en titer td 
tririte <ie fium^Hir^^-mtidmbUe^^^ et 

e^le de- ee 'matin 'nus^ij me Y&riiie *toute 
F^ii7if&ise at^dttrd'hur. 'Li;6hhvalhf'apiiYU 
d^ wyu^ avec tons lesigardii possible'^ ^ii je 
Ikti. froluv/ fort gai. Les vi^ites ne fn^ofi^ 
iMHil aueufi'e n&twelle. " *^ '" ^''* 

' I trust, my dear papa/ itt ydur usual gooif-' 
iip9^V4:0y^ve mk ffeqnenf accounts of your 
lAwtJvldftSble h€ialth; Be assured that yoiir' 
Jrf9«te^«^'4ntiki8^thie deepci^ impression on^ 
aitibflit )i*kfe*arcvefy iefcling for ydu t^^^ 
the utmost extent, ^ ^ • ^ * *^ ^ ^''' 

eL' .»Of;r .^^^ -.'J '- { v. '?aci yr^qnd 



M!^ 



.T/ • 
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tETTBK VI. 

London^ Jhig. 9f T77& 

1 AM very bappy to have my inost pleaaiiig 
expectations r^bli^ed in the satisfiiciory ae^ 
)COunt$ I am just favoured with. The detail 
you are pleased to give me of your health ia 
4ruly kind to a mind you occupy entirely ; 
and I trust 'my wishes will be equally gratU 
fied in your next letters. I beg leave ta in- 
close messrs. De Vaubert*s recipe, which 
did you so much good in France ; as it'wiU 
be a pleasure to me to know you ha^e it.to 
try again, if necessary, and agreeable to you* 
I rejoice in your pleasures ; particularly in 
your going to that favourite spot, the Isle 
of Wight. It appears to me a long while 
since I have seen you ; and the time of my 
^anxiety is indeed very tedious : but I shall now 
^ve myself leave to cherish every agreeable 
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idea concerning you ; and the first will be 
the hope that the . remainder of your ab-* 
sence will do your health the most signal 
service; 

The direction I send came with two 
tmall hams^ that I fancy to be Westphalian, 
Would you think it a proper* compliment to 
the family at Freston, to send one or both J 
Excuse my mentioning this^ since it pro- 
ceeds from the satisfaction at all regard 
abewn you« I could send them directly « 

I find count Lauragais^ favourite has 
given him a daughter. I am sorry it is Hot 
a son. An English little Lauragais of the 
*other set would, I think, have proved an 
original, and much entertained hipn, .What- 
ever the female f»*oveSi the character can- 
not be so piquant ; besides the inconveni- 
ences attending singularity in a woman « 

I was yesterday at CUpham* Xour old 
acquaintances have made a short visit, th^re 
from Epsom ; and gave me an obliging in- 
vitation to be with them part of the time 
my mamma will be there*. I; sbQu]jd)be, j^ry 



glad to have your permission to stay a few 
days or a week with them^ which would 
be a trifling expence ; it would much oblige 
my mamma^ and look well to the world. 
To have that one^a friend^ is a good thing 
MrWtever .happens ; a comfort in expecta- 
tion, and a reward to good conduct. — Mr. 
Pogb tailed to hiqove sifter you. i> 

-^ I i return, with thanks, Mr. Smith*«*jel^ 
tcr^*'; whieh I -think is wrote in n-^^f 
goiaxliiaiid; I aoppose you have not modi 
idM of hfH impi^oving bis^tyle in a coBinier« 
cial ci^ttrbnt I hope, in other r|»pecftf> 
he will mak^ta good use of i Us stay. 
^>v^T^iry wii^ and evexy assurance- at^pnd 

:^) Iforgot to mention, my tnasamaw^hc^ j^ 
'go to Spsom the last wQ(^k in A^nst. ^ .:e 

- ' ^ ■ ' •■' ! '" ' •> . ivi:ui':\) '7ia(n 

^ ' ' * His natirsJ'son; f Haflhbarghr '^^'^''•' 

<> i. •■ •:i ^ - i ••* lo ) • .,;. ::-^.r' '»,v ni 

'■'^:''>n J. .; ; •.;! -.r..^- .v.. ^To--.^fif ni nf. 

J • ^ . ^''- '^^ ^ : J.]' ■:-.:: . . -iS • .; ^ . v orlJ no 
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1 AM just returned; iny diterpi|>^;frin!nr^ 
^artytiat Footers, with thteiMead&.i3Jlrc- 
J0k3e 9n(f8t ditfcerety at ybttrlagtde^larle t<$uB$ 
4iiid, did^it 5Qit'yoinP{>b|aBrfe aildiailrtegii^ 
imnes^^ I own I '8faodl<i. no^ begfaul lb vfve 
|>k*donged till ipy little exbutaton rvi^etSL^otmvy 
since one is coixidso neak? t% otfatairi ili v :)d[ 
^" fbote gate his new pibce^ teSled^ihtSCa^ 
puehin; which character in it he acted.iiO!|t 
^tts perforated to a foil ^and ^ datididjiatidi. 
ence. I^re waa gnsafeappkusey but ioath^r 
more disapprobation. .Our^artyagreedthat 
there were sorp^ good strok^es, particularly 
in the first act ; bnt^ on the whole^ that it is 
an indiiFerent piece. Great part of it runs 
oil the stale jokes occasioned by Irish blt)n- 
Uers. Foote spoke a good prologue. 
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We have bad torrents of rain here» I 
hope your weather is better. 

The count of Bourbon is gone. He has 
been here several times, chatting in the 
French style; and has shewn me a great 
deal of confidence^ by talking to me of his- 
affairs, reading me the history of his life^ 
fee. You will be amused and interested by 
bdng acquainted with both. He has a great 
admiration of Mr. Wilkes, and wishes to 
know bicn intimately on his return. 



BETTER nil. 



EpscTtl^ Aug. 29, 1776. 

JL LBFT town, my dear papa, with true con- 
cern, that chance should have beai so mudh 
against me; and should have occasioned me 
to leave it just after the pleasure of seeing 
yoU) when I had been deprived of it «x 
weeks. 
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The first part of my ride here was disagree* 
able, on account of the dust ; but after my 
^ccbange, it was very pleasant t and> what 
was remarkable on so great a road as that to 
Portsmouth^ we did not meet one carriage 
from Martin here. — My grandmamma obli^* 
ed me with my conveyance, in the kindest 
manner ; and I was agreeably surprised^ on 
meeting my mamma's coach, to see Mrs. 
M# Warkoian; The sisters inquired very 
obligingly after you> and received me in the 
most friendly manner. — ^My mamma intend- 
ed to have left this place with me on Mon- 
day; but the ladies have pressed her so 
much to stay, that she has deferred going 
till Wednesday, when she will certainly re- 
turn to Clapham unless the elements should 
interpose. She has proposed my going back 
with her to di]t>ner, and returning to town in 
her coach eariy in the afternoon. The la- 
dies have kindly desired me to make this 
little difference in my stay with them ; and 
as it will, be so trifling, I beg leave lo re- 
quest it of my dear papa. By this means^ 



l»f' 



MBMOI&S OF 



my return would pe oo ^xpence, nor any^ in- 
convenience^ to him or my grandmamma* 
-^We havens g«>d; de^^ii ^n^ here to* 
day, and improve it to hear the melancholy 
sounds of the iEolia;!. har^^. Some bard 
showers have prevented my walking this 
morning; hut it. promises to be fine v^^ 

SOOOi- , • * ' '«'* i 

I hope io hear-^ yoo have determinad^' 
some li)|tle eaoursipns during my- short^illH^^. 
soqce^ ap<^ that they may contribute^. to 9^f»:^! 
fiiXD^^yomr: health., I flatter^ myself witb H^ ' 
ceiving..^ most h^ppy- tidings .of k: jbciPr- 
morrow;. 

jtgrieZj num Utti papu, "ks hommages.in 
plus respeetueux et les plus^ tendres^ 



.-1 ir:\ 'i U^ 






.. ' / 



"' Mtt WILKES'S ''" '*^' '" "' 

JOVJRSm TO BATIf. 






Towards the end of the year nTT^' 
'Mr. Wilkes was Kttackfed by a fever.'? Being 
adVisedliy the faculty to try the Badi'Wat^; ' 
hc«€t out for that pikce In the Christfha?; 
IhoHdays ; and: during his continuance theriy- 

His •dk%Ut6r sent Him the ibllowihg Iktb^n. ' 

< "> 

*iiTTER IX. 

Jhnuary 13, 1778. 

1 AM infinitely obliged to you, dear papa^ 
for your kind attention: in writing to 0ie ; 
and particularly for the indulgent wishes 
with, which you favoured me the first day of 
the new year. 
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I sincerdy rejoiee at the considerable col-- 
lection already made for the Amencan pri- 
soners. Your name wiU do honour to the 
list ; and though the sum which it has sub* 
scribed marks the blindnesss of Fortune* yet 
you have shewn the humanity and other 
charact^istics of your mind. 

I was in hopes^ dear papa^, of sending you 
some Fri^nch game to-night : but it is now 
too Ia|;e to expect any by to»day's coaches ;; 
and, I believe, the French post is not yet at- 
lived. The French ambassador's courier 
is;^ however^ come. 

The baron mentions to me the death of 
the marquis De Pesay, occasioned by ambi- 
tion. He made many enemies; and the- 
vexation they gave him brought on a fever^ 
which was fatal. I am really sorry for it. 

Be so good as to make my acknowledg- 
ments to those who have favoured me with, 
their remembrancea ; and I am doubly in-^ 
4ebted to miss Rian. 

I have at last seen the widow Gordon. X 
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tiBiik her just the amve, and het dau^ter^ 
ki^rovedv 

My grandmamma desires her love ; the 
amiable widow^ her comfdimetits. I am bap** 
py t0 find you lead so regular a- lifey and 
am muefa edified that lord Keily approvei» 
it. 

Gvood night ! dear papa^ and accept the 
wannest a:&ctioii aiid di;ity« 



mam 



It 18 impo68%te, dear papa^ to alleviate a!^ 
aenee with more kindness than that wi^ 
'Which yon indulge me, I received with 
the greatest pleascwe the most obliging let- 
"ters that welcomed tny retnm test iright. 
Mais vos lontSs ont hien ^votilu mettre trop 
deprix a unt petite attention fort au^dessaiis 
de ce que man coeur eprouve. 
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lam bappy, dear papa^ in your safe arri-- 
val at Bath ; and the chearful style of yotu? 
letter gives me a pleasing hope of the 
amendment of your health. 

I made a variety of ^ visits yesterday mom« 
ing; and in the afternoon went to Greai 
Alie-str!eet> ClementVlanej &c^ Mrv aod 
Mrs. Hayley were not at home r I stfw the 
bousdieeper, and. inquired particularly aft«r 
my oQUsin, who is something better. 
• I made a yecy agreeable visit ta Mi^£4 
Camiing, and bslw the party who had dinecl 
tifiere-^oolonel Mtles^ Ms. Nugent, &c. 

Very late last night came a ba^et frorn^ 
Calais; containing three hares,, ei^t |>at«^ 
tmiges, and four capons^ I immediately ka4 
all fredh> packed fee the;jaklennan^ esdept 
W^tmimal a quatr^ pattesj\deusi>perdrm^ ^ 
wi^impur/aii:; which> I flatter myself, hit 
worabip ^wfU forgive my koi^ing# »: - 

•.Mr..WHk««.kiiBidt-' -u..;- 



j80Hir)W4U»KB% «sa. ftSi 



I«ETTBft ^U 

JL HAVB the -tribute of gratitude to return 
you, itear papa, fbr your kind biUet of Mqi^ 
day, aud the ^in paper which attended it# 
I imagine you destine part of the value foe 
MaHiner ; and that you have either wrDte 
(o him to come here, or in your neittleitetf 
will let me knpw if you wish 1 should send 
for him«^**nReynoidfi received hi» allorwaiice 
on^ Saturday. . \ 

• ^The member for Lynn has sent a very fiiie 
ti^ffcey, with sausages i and I thought yoa 
iKould af^OTe my i^riting a card^ thanksv 
The widow destfcs her ^compliments t she 
was sq kind ^ to partake of the pipmt tov 
*day, which was extremely good^~ and we 
Klrank the health of thcald^rilan*. 

• Mr. Wilkes. 



I am sorry you are not on the paracfes, 
as I know them to be your favoudte situa- 
tions. Mrs. Glynn and her sister from Bath 
are just gone. I have not yet seen the wi- 
dow Gordon ; there seems to be a spell 
against our meeting. 

To-morrow I am to be in Bed4iDQ-cotirt; 
where I hope you will not be displeased ak 
my making a compliment o£ the Norfolk 
turkey, since you are absent. 

My grandmamma is pretty well, doad de* 
sires her love. 

Recevezy mon cker papa^ les cuswrances Iof 
plus taidres et les plus respectuueuses-* 



XETTER XII. 



January 2S, 1778. 

JVlANY thanks, my dear papa, for the 
fish ; which I received on Saturday night. 
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:and it proved very fresh sskd good : but I 
am still more obliged to yoii for the kind 
letter you favoured me with on Sunday ; 
as hearing from my dear papa is my first 
pleasure^ when he is absent. 

I am sorry Mrs. Macaulay should make 
herself so ridiculous. She must have gone 
through town, on her return ^ and Mrs. 
Backingham^s amiable disposition is much 
"hurt at not seeing her. — ^I should like s^, 
tremely to know who the people were Mrs* 
Macaulay saw at Paris. Her old English* 
^oman remained to attend her daughter, at 
Mrs. Sawbridge*s desire. 

I go to Red-lion-court to-morrow ; and 
will therefore defer having the wine unpack* 
«d tiU Thursday, that I may attend to it ad 
much as possible myself. I was much eo^ 
tertained at the lady's direction. 

Please to make my compliments wherever 
you think proper. 

The widow, my very obliging friend, sets 
cut for Bath to-morrow ; but, I suppose, wiU 



ttot arrive tbere^ tiil fVUtty, m she lrav!4« 

with her owniiorses. 



XETTBB XIII. 



^pra 13, 177S. 



JB< 



^ONNES nouvelles de Calais! Lefroc 
JFranfois du patriote Anglms est retire dt^ 
vaisseau du capitaine Gunstofit et doit ar-^ 
river ires incessament par J^ soins de$ 
Messrs. Minet & Co. 

I have just received a letter, dea^papa^ 
from Mr. Caffieri, with the above injtelli- 
vgenoe* 1 ho|.>e the coat will now arrive very 
soon, quite i^afe ; and that sometimea red» 
sometimea blue, it will on both sides he- 
come a Ranelagh waistcoat. 

Mrs. Cox would be much ob%ed to yoa 
l» inquke after her picture ^t Mr. ,Hoare'^ 



Ife^toe^ not kiiow ber by her m^ritd 
name* 

< ReceveZy mtm cher papa^ les homma^^s 
iapltis tendres et respectueux^ 



XSTTBR XIT^ 



X WAS tnade hiappy, dear papa, by receiving 
the favours of your two letters. Tbey arrived 
just as I was gping to ^tbe. Meads ; from 
whence I am now returned, after a very 
agreeable afternoon. 

' f^om Stes %ien heureux, mon cherpapa^ 
£ litre toujours accampagne ttune gaiete aussv 
aimahhtil est vrai queje craigmH pvuf' 
V(m$ de^j&umeesJatiguantesypAr 'des cTiemins' 
rudesy et riayunt ptmr vous reposer sur la 
route que de mauvaises auberges. 'I trust, 
however, that the rural scene of fiath will' 

VOL. IT. K 
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soon restore you. — Notwithdtaadkig ^.that 
Mr, patriot Wilkes says, I confess myself 
impatient to receive the present of « French 
duchess ; but, if he pleases, I will satisfy 
his scruples by agreeing never to use any 
Freiich cup and saucer, except v^hen he 
wears his French coat. 

Adieu, dear papa ! accept the warmest 
duty that affectioH and gratitude can feel 
and sincerely offer* 



LBTTBR XV. 



X HAVE to thank you, <lear papa, for two 
pair of very fine soles, Teceived this after- 
noon. The finest of them I sent to my 
grandmamma^ 

• A French matt came in to-day ; but I 
have yet no further intelligence of the aU 
aermaH*s coat. 

I shall drink the health of the donor of 
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4he fish to-«fiorrow ; and joia in the libatioa 
a favourite of yours^ my good friend ma* 
dfone De Chtnteretno, from whom I have 
just received a most affectionate ktter. — ^The 
queen of France is now said to be cej** 
tainly with child ; elle a des foibiesses, des 
maux de cceur, ijui ne permettent plus dCen 
douter. . ' 

I have received by the petite poste a note 
from the baron, with the bill of your coat. 
I am impatient to have the honour of a bow 
from you in it at Ranelagh. — ^Tbe baron 
sayi^ On parle de paix pku que jamais fee. 
The Mr. Adams arrived at PariSj \a to replace 
Mr. Deane. He does not speak French; and^ 
wh$it appears very straoge^ he knew ootbmg 
of the treaty till his arrival in France. Ona 
might think from that, there was some truth 
in the reports here of its not being ratified^ 
&c* &c. 1 9xn rejoiced that the cGmmis^ 
aioners are gone. 

I shall attend to-morrow the summons 
of the neighbouring belK If I was Mr. 
V 2 
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Churchill I would say, it was the only helle 
to which you could be indifFerent. 

Every assurance of duty and afTectton at- 
tend my dear papa. Tarkz-moty Je vtms 
Mpplityde^votresanti. 



LETTER XVI. 



1 1HAD great pleasure, dear papa, in finding 
your kind billet of Monday, on my return 
last -night from Red-lion-court. 

I begin to 'be uneasy at not recejyili^ 
your coat ; and intend writing to-morrow to 
Mr. CafBeri, to inform him that it Wnct 
yet arrived. 

, Mrs. Workman returns to Epsdm t^ 
day. She has been so kind as to give me a 
very elegant locket, in the shape of a heart/ 
with a figure of Grief mourning over aa 
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yrh, under a weeping willow ; executed in 
the hair of our old valuable friend miss 
Polly. 

The widow desired me to send her love, 
or' compliments : I told her I certainly 
would the firsts — ^The weather here conti- 
nues' very cold. I hope it is better at Bath. 

ReceveZy mon^ cker papa, les hommages les 
phis tendres et respectueux ;, el continuez vos 
bonth a voire agneau. . 



SETTER XVII* 



Jb OUR^ very indulgent goodness, my dear 
jtepa, in writing to me with so much exact* 
ness, I feel with the utmost sensibility and 
pleasure. 

We are all shivering in town, and sitting 
as close to the fire as if we were in January, 

iam veiy sorry for colonel Wbiunore and 
doctor Macnamara. How much is it to be 
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laimotod^ that tlie evils attendant on bnw 
man nature are so often the lot of tbie most 
worthy I 

I have received a letter from the baron, 
containing an anecdote of the marechal De 
Biron ; which I transcribe^ as I am sure 
it will please you« 

Le marechal de Biront cohnel des 

garden Fran^ists^ qui saii Mimer voire 

.nation^ apprefutnt que ramirah JMtM^p. 

qui ft eu beaucaup de sucds cantre nous 

dans la demiere guerre^ itoit oblige de re-* 

^tarder son depart a cause quHl devoitj le 

marechal lui a fait offrir mille Louis pour 

' slaequitter et le mettre dans le cas de pouvoir 

aller offrir son secours a sa patrie. Ce tfflii 

• parfaitemeni reussi parmi vos compatri* 

otes a Paris. He aaya Ukewise^ that Vd« 

taire has taken a house at Paris. 

I passed yesterday with my mother,, wboQ» 
I found much better. 

Mr. JBddi0p> liie mace-bearer, has been jto 
incite yott into the city next M(»day «. : a^d 
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Blade ft tery formal ^ecb on the oC€a«ioil 
for your worship. 

I am just arrived from my grandiinain4- 
^a's : die is pretty well;^ and desired rher 
love. My eldest unde hfs given up tfas 
•cbeme be last menticHied. 

Hease ta make my compliments to all 
who are so obliging as to remember me. 

i shall fast with the widow to*morraw\: 
laMi I hop^yioci wiH keep the ddy with e^al 
Mrictnes^ 4i ieast,~fitt a^nator^ as city m^^ 
gistrate, a« Middkset jiHstice ; and pdrttco^ 
iarly^ to be exemplary 'ta the ditt»pated ptacQ 
you are gone to convert. 



l;.BTT£R xviiu 



Accept, dear papa, the tribute of the 
most sincere gratitude for your last favour ; 
rendered much dearer to me by your kind 
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and indulgent expressions^ than by the va<- 
lue of what your goodness inclosed* 

I am sorry to find you have had a change 
of weather. That which we experience here, 
continues equally disagreeable. 

I saw the king pass yesterday on his way 
to Greenwich : I am glad of an excursion 
calculated to please the navy. / 

Voltaire's being made a freemason wr«; 
yffises me ; for I should never have thought 
of his having lived so long without being of 
that fraternity r or that> being now se^. oMj 
be should think the secret worth his know^ 
ledge- 

jidieu, mon tris cker senateur ! Je fotn^ 
pour Vims tons les vcbux quepeuvent inspires 
ks liens les plus chJris de tendresse et de re^ 



joHir wiULE8>, £sa; 4^S 



I WAITBD5 niy dear papa^ with great impa* 
tience for to-day's post;^ from the pleasing 
hope of receiving, a favourable account of 
your health ; and I am more concerned tban 
J canexpressj to have the. contrary. — I tri^^ 
the latter part of the article in the Loa4<^U 
Packet is not true. Pray^ has the caufe aflU 
signed, any foundation ? — I hope in God tq 
have happier news to-morrow, till when I 
shall be all anxiety. Should my dear .papa's 
feyfip continue, I intreat him- to rf^t^rni ,ii^ 
po^ible, to be ia the hands of his goQd ipn^ 
skilful friend ; or permit me to attend i^ifijb 
without delay. I have asked Mr. Churchill's 
opinion ; who advises the bark, in the same 
manner as before. Allow me to recommend 
the utmost care of }'ourself, in the tenderest 
manner. — I rejoice you are with such agree- 
N 5 



able company, and have so mtlch'^ttenlfkm 
shewn to your health. Fliease to t^ake thy 
compliments and acknowlec^ments. 

Many thanks for the copy of the baron's 
letter ; and, according to your obliging d^- 
'sFre, I win send yon my opinion of the pro- 
posal to-morrow. At present, I can think 
on nothing but my dear papa's health, and 
form the most ai^ent wishes for more satis^ 
fectory tidings by next post. 
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W E have delightful weather in iown, my 
ffear papa; and I hope the elemdnts are 
equally favourable where you are. So Agree- 
able a circumstance will, I trust, be propi-? 
tious to your recovery ; the idea of which 'i3 
wha< most pleases me in rertiarking it*. 

I beg leave again to thank you for baroa 
Boden's letter, and for desiring my iDpinion 
on the subject. I am persuaded he would 



4C»diry do all in bis power to oblige you and 
Mr. Canning ; and his interest must be very 
good at the court of Cassel, which I take to 
be one of the most considerable among the 
German courts. I suppose they have all 
adopted the discipline of that great master 
in the art military, the king of Prussia ; and 
the landgrave of Hesse Cassel having marri- 
ed a princess of Brandenburg, may make 
that court among those that march d la 
Pntssienne. . 

I should hope Mr. Smith* would be 
secure from going to America ; but whe- 
ther more troopd may not, perhaps, be en- 
gaged from some of the same princes, is 
a consideration of such great importance, 
that I think it would be desirable to have 
{if possible) a certainty of his being released 
from such horrid service. I am surprised 
that the baron should say the king of 

♦ Mr. Wilkes's natural son. This circumstance 
shews that Mr. Wilkes was not less attentive to bis 
ton's future conditiaiii than he bad been to his educt- 
tlon. 
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Prosaia cronot name an eosign im^^hmomEt 
mgimenu, 

Pray^. in what manner ^ you mtam 
Mr. Smith should go — as a volupteer,^ or 
to buy him a comtnission ? I fancy .the 
baron* has na interest with the present mor 
narph there; but will have a powerful one 
in the next reign. Such a recommendatioD 
is, I tliink, a very strong inducement to pre- 
fer Hesse; and I see only two reasons, 
with that already mentioned, to balance it : 
whether you think Mr. Smith might imbibe 
notions there disagreeable to you? or,, whe- 
ther you thought it most useful to him to 
be placed on the largest scale ? Since you 
are pleased to ask my opinion; give me leave 
to say,. I am of the same which appears to 
be yours : and I think there is the most 
agreeable opening for Hesse. I suppose you 
could have particulars from the baron ; or 
he might mention from whom to have tbem 
at his court. He is to me the French mar- 
quis, instead of the German baron. Be so 
l^iad. a3 to desire Mr. Canning to make blip 



the ifiosft poUte ) acknowledgments In thf 
name. I desire to finish this subject; with 
^y ^warmest wishes for Mr; Smithes happi*. 
ness. 

I go to Clapham to-morrow, till the next 
morning. .The amiable widow desires her 
best compliments. She goes to Harwich oil 
Sunday. 

Agrtez^ mon cherpapa, ttms les sentimeTis 
dani moncoefir est pe wire p(mrvtms» 
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As you desFred me, dear papa, to send 
your packet last night to Brighthelmstbiie^^ 
I think I must be right in directing your 
papers and letters there to-day ; and hope to 
have your approbation. 

Mrs. Conti is come to town, in a great 
hurry, on account of the baggage. She Sent 
it before her^ being seized on. an information. 
Poor woman I besides that distress, *he has 
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another embarrastaneiU ; occasioned by tfie 
laws of France obliging her to have the 
eonsetit of her husband*8 brother (as his 
heir) before she can receive any money. Z 
have not yet seen her ; but she has sent 
me word^ she will call the first moment she 
can. I long to see her^ and give all the con<* 
solation I can to so amiable and unfortunate 
a friend. 

I go to Glapham to-morrow^ till Thursday 
afternoon ; when I hope to have the pleasure 
of finding a letter from you. I will send the 
papers as to-day. 

Our Esculapius is gone to Margate. I 
flatter myself, your tour continues perfectly 
agreeable : and your pleasures give the truest 
satisfaction to 

my dear papa^s , 

constantly affectionate 

anid dutiful daughter. 

I beg you to make my best.coinpliinenta 
to your party, if you think they would be 
agreeably. 



joitir ^ihtM, B8o; ^t9 



LETTER XXIU 

1 WAS made happy, dear papa, on Satur* 
day, by your kind letter. I received it on 
my return from the agreeable widow's, who 
IS all obligingness to me. Mrs. Conti was 
of the party, and we only wanted the alder- 
man to make it complete. 

No notice has been taken to me of the 
French pye, or the note which attended it ; 
but I hope the obliging remembrance on 
your part will be acknowledged. 

One of the soles you favoured me with, 
I sent to my grandmamma ; and I had the 
pleasure of finding it proved acceptable. 1 
believe fish is more so to her than any other 
eatable. 

I rejoice in your resolution of not sup- 
ping, and of keeping good hours. Your per- 
severance in it^ joined to taking the baume. 
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and an agreeable journey, will, I h<^^ gire 
me ^e happiness of seeing ^u quite reco^ 
vefed. 

I will certainly write about the ganie ;. 
and am sorry for the contretems of my let^- 
ter, but I trust it will not have any conse* 
<^uence. 

What do yon thinfc of lady Mary O'Brien's 
marriage ? I hear Mr. Fitzmaurice is twenty 
ye^rs. older than her ladyship ; and that his 
mother is so fond- of him, she fears he 
should not live comfortably with ten. thou*, 
sand a-year* 

Mr., Mackay, of Hackney, has got one of 
the 20,000/^ prizes.. 

Monday Evemng^ 
Many thanks, dear papa,. for your last let'^. 
teri ; which I have just received, on npiy re- 
^virn from, my grandmamma's; She desired « 
hej? love^ 
u^gr/ez, j€ vtnu mpplU^ h plus tendre^^ 
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A WAS extremely mortified^ dear papa^ not 
to write to you yesterday ; but I attempted 
it in vain. I was taken in the morning with 
a pain in my stomach ; which continued in«- 
creasing till the afternoon^ when I was re- 
lieved by a violent natural emetic. I went 
ta bed at eight; and having thoroughly 
nursed myself^ I zm now quite recovered* 
I would not have mentioned this trifling' 
circumstance, if it had not unluckily inter- 
flstcd with my duty and inclination. 

It makes me happy to think your return 
near; and I hope you will have a very 
agreeable journey to town.. Stourton must 
be delightfulj in all the beauty of spring, — I 
have received a commission from madame 
la duchesse, which I hope will be enter* 
taining to you as well as to myself: it is^ 



to send her regularly JBe Courier, Scq:; and 
I have accordingly given directions for it t^ 
be sent here. 

Saturday Evenings. 

I have received the pleasure of your Hind 
billet, on my return from the widow's; 
where I met the Adairs, who inquired ilHich 
after you. We have had sortie fine rtiild 
rains* th«t make the park bok beauttfuL t 
iiope they will contribute to the pltasui^ o£ 
your tour. Mrs. Molyneuat desires her com « 
pliments. Every body is taUdng of mxt fleet 
at Pbrtsmoutii, and tlmt imder the^eount 
DTi^aiiig. I am very glad of the king'l^ 
tour, as I think every e&iOoaragement should, 
be given to the navy. 

On a fait une pluhanterie i Paris sttr /tt 
grossesse de lu reine; eit disant, ^ Oh, ptmr 
ah, ellt tst groise : Vet^nt a remue ; it 
a donn^ un coup de pied i Mtrtmeur, et nn 
mitre d monseigneur le comte d'jirtois.** 

Mrs. Conti inquired very particulariy aft^ 
you this morning. Her fiithcr is j»st return^ 
td into Yorkshire ; a chrcumstance I must 



itgoice iiv as his longer stay with her waft 
Mooinpatible wkh her tranquillity — his tenir- 
per is so unfortunate. I^ic had endeavour^ 
•d to please him by every ^ort, without 
success; and this amiable worthy woman 
has given up pait of her slender income, ta 
fender her father's life more comfortabk. 

May hea]& and happiness attend you^ 
dear papa I ia the constant prayer of 

your ever dutiful sxiid 

affectionate daughter^ 
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1 HOPEy dear papa, I may judge by your 
gaiety that you are quite well. I rgoiced 
to hear the weather continued fine at Batb;^ 
which, I trust, has given you some agreeable 
excursions in the environs* We have very 



high winds here^ and frequent hard shower^i 
Indeed^ at present it blowa quite a hunt^ 
cane, and* the house shakes. 

The soles were as good m flavour/ as^fine 
in their appearance. 

I have had your bed cleaned : it is- ytgf 
well done ; and I flatter n>yself you wMl ap^ 
prove so necessary a job. It gives me plea- 
sure to have done what will be comfortable 
to my dear patriot. Tout ce qui regarde un 
objet ckeriy est mte occupation Men douce;, 
vou^ me le faites sans cesse ^prouver, etfen. 
jbuis surtout en renouvellant a mom cksr papa: 
ma te$pectueuse tendresseiM. 
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JSpsom, Sept. 7, 1779* 

yV E are preparing, my dearpapa, to leave 
this place ; and we are to dine at Clapham 
to-morrow. I hope to have the happiness 
qfiinding you quite well on Friday morning ; 
when J shall arrive^ alderman-like, with some 
Parking fowls for your acceptance. 

The venison was excellent. 

jigreezy mon cher papa, les hommag^ 
lek^plusrespectueiLx et les plus tendres. 



XETTER XXVI. 

-Epsom f Sept, S, 1779. 
DEAm PAPJl, 

X HE first page of your letter gave me 
sincere pleasure ; but the second, great con- 
cern : though I am equally obliged by both^ 



as they shew the very kind attention you fa- 
vour me with. I was much shocked hy the 
fire at colonel Gordon*s, which must exceed- 
ingly alarm you ; and I shaft be very impa- 
tient for to-^morrow's post, in the hope of 
hearing you are not the worse for so gr^ 
3xi agitation, and that the danger of the fife 
breaking out again is quite over. T shoulcf 
%e glad to know 4n what part of colond 
€rQrdon*s house it broke c^y and what da- 
mage it dUd ? It seems very odd to me^ he 
should so soon lea\^ home after such an ac- 
cident. It was very fortunate you was not 
^ne out, nor your servants ; and that there 
was no want of water : as well as its happen- 
ing, so early in the evening. 

I am extremely hurt by admiral Byron's 
defeat, and by what I saw in last night's 
London Chronicle. I should suppose he en*^ 
gaged very unwillingly. It seems probable, 
I think, that there will be no engagement 
in the Channel this season. The arrival of 
the East India fleet is happy, and I hear 
we have taken two more French East India- 



tMti. I fear^ the consequences c^ D'Estair^^s 
success will not end with the tokiog of tbci 
^renadas. I $haU be unbapfy till there is 
:iiome brilliant actios^ to the honour of ^3m 
British flag. 

I mentioned to you^ dea^r papa^ that I was 
"to go to Mrs. Nichoirs. We saw there her 
son-in-law, Mr. Trinder, a clergyman ; who 
is a very agreeable man. He told us an 
anecdote of Dr. Butler, bishop of Oxford;* 
. which, as I never heard you mention it, I am 
induced to write — ^Dr. Butler being promis- 
ed the bishopric of Chester by lord North, 
on the vacancy he went to court, to kiss hands 
on his appointment. The minister, seeing 
him, acquainted the king of the reason of 
his being there ; but his majesty told lord 
North, that the queen having heard Dr Por- 
teus-f- preach, was so pleased with him,, that 
she insisted on his having the vacant bishop* 
ric. Dr. Butler was so affected at the dis- 
appointment, it was with difficulty he got 

* Now of Hereford. f The present bishop of London* 
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oiit.of thi^ drawing-room without fainting 
away. It has happened fortunately for hitnj 
that, having the promise of the next bishop- 
ric, he has jfiow got that which could be the 
most agreeable to him, by bringing him 
4unong all hisiold connectkxis — OxforxL 

lam, dear papa, 

jrour ever dutiful 

and tender daughter. 

Mart WiLiKss. 
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Epsom^ Sept. iO, 1779. 

1)BA£ SIIK, 

X AM extremely oBliged by your kind at- 
tention in sending me the newspapers, 
which are a great amusement to all the 
patty y and you may depend an my care to 



bring them back. Your obliging letter of 
Wednesday made-^me happy to think you 
was not the worse for the alann of the fire 
at colonel Gordon's, and that dear Prince's - 
court was become quite calm. — We are just 
returned from a very agreeable visit at Mrs. 
Chamier*s: the undeNsecretary came from 
town while we were there, by whom we 
found that the news from the West Indies 
is to be in the next gazette. I should be 
very glad, dear papa, if you could get it 
sent me to-morrow night, without interfer- 
ing in the least with the early hour of your 
coucher. It is some consolation to find 
things not so bad as at first represented ; 
and I rgoice that admiral Barrington could 
be at Court yesterday, and that the success 
of the French cost them very dear. 

This has been a pleasant day ; but I have 
as yet made no excursion, and all my exer- 
cise has been confined to a little walking* 
My mother's dislike to going out makes her 
quite ingenious to find reasons to avoid any 

VOL. IV. o 
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rides. We do not breakfast till after ten^ and 
we dine at three ; which reduces the morn* 
ings to nothing, as allowance must be made 
for dress. Before breakfast I walk alone^ 
and read the contents of the packets you 
have the goodness to send me. 

To-day I had a letter from miss Touchet, 
who informs me she is going to be married ; 
but without particulars, which Iregret. I sin- 
cerely wish her the happiness she so highly 
deserves. — ^I'he other letter was from Mrs, 
Molyneux, mentioning very disagreeable cir- 
cumstances ; and she seems quite melancho- 
ly. She expresses the most obliging sense 
of our attentions. 

My mamma intends leaving this place on 
Tuesday. She has not yet said any thing 
about our going afterwards to Biggin ; but 
I suppose it win be agreeable to her to make 
that excursion, according to her first plan. 
That will fix nay return to the middle or lat- 
ter end of next week, when I hope for the 
happiness of seeing you in perfect health. 

J thank you for the abbe*s letter; mats 
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sa plaisanterie est defiourvue de dilicatesse^ et fCa 
jias le ton de la bonne compagnie. I find Swin- 
burne very entertaining. — I flatter myself 
to-morrow's post will bring me a few lines 
de votre main chirie. None goes from hence 
on Saturdays. 

Take care of your health, my dear papa ; 
for which the most ardent wishes are con- 
stantly formed by 

your most dutiful and 

affectionate daughter. 

The Zambt the Tygressy la 
marquise d^Estampes, 

and under every possible present 
or future denomination. 



OS 
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LETTER ILXVIII. 

Prince* s^couri, 
December 31, 1779. 

A THOUSAND thanks, dear papa^ for your 
kind letters of Tuesday and Wednesday. 
The dear widow seems highly delighted by 
your attention to her birth-day ; and I am 
now going to send the order you were so 
obliging as to send on Thursday, As Suq- 
clay interferes, I think it would be better 
not to risk any fi^. 

You wtil -find by fheinckwed, that Mr. 
Vandenclooster has done your commission 
with much civility. — I have not yet heard 
from the worthy bonne, which surprises, me. 
— My grandmamma is tolerate; except thfe 
complaint on her breath, which I lear dis- 
tresses .her a good deal. She desires her 
love, and Mrs. Smyth her compliments. 

I shall have the pleasure of beginning the 
new year by paying my duty to that' be- 
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loved father to whom T am always happy 
to afford the tribute of my aifection and 
gratitude. 



XETTEB XXIX. 

January 1, 1780. 

I BEO leave tol^egin the nem yeaf by the 
most agreeable emplpyment. Allow me to 
intreat, through successive years,, the conti- 
nuance of that indulgence wbich^^ in all I 
have yet experienced^ has been^ the dearest 
satisfaction to my heart The justice done 
you at the close of last year^ could not but 
heighten all my feelings for us both ; and 
they are now, thank heaven, full of pleas- 
ing prospects. 

I am very glad of your determination to 
return on the 1 Ith — a punctuality which will 
fitill add to the good opinion formed of the 
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worthy chamberlain of London. I see by 
the papers^ Mr. Jones has demanded a 8cru« 
tiny. I fancy one may think from that mea« 
sure, he is much mortified ; and I suppose 
the perseverance will be a great expence to 
him. 

I am going to dine with the widow, who 
inquires after you whenever we meet. She 
passed the holidays in the country — the po- 
lite word for Limehouse. — By your accounts 
^ I guess Dr. Wilson to be in a dangerous 
way. If he is determined to puBlisb tUe 
letters, I wish that in which Mrs. M.* is 
mentioned could be omitted; and tlieve 
would remain quite enough to answer his 
purpose, I do not doubt. 

I am jflattered by h^d Kelly's attention, 
and desire to return com|4tmentBl to hia 
lordship. 

Bon soir, tr^s cherjiapa f 
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Prince'S'Court, 
Monday Evenhigy January 3. 

1 AM greatly obliged to you for your kind 
wishes on new-year's day. — I shall be hap- 
py in performing your commission to my 
grandmamma. I saw her last nighty wHen 
she was very indifferent with shortness o^ 
breath. 

I dined yesterday at my unde Heaton's, 
€n families Mr. Palmer, th^ dissenting m^U 
nister^ toM my grandmamma the other day, 
that he heard the chamberlain gave grea:t 
isatisfaction. Walker has sent a fine haunch 
of venison, which I do not doubt will answer 
to its appearance. The Norfolk captain ar- 
rived on Saturday in Berkeley-street, to the 
great joy of our female friends there. We 
are to be a large party there to-morrow. 
The weather is very disagreeable here ; 
frost, thaw, and fog, alternately. I hope it 
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continues as favourable at Bath as you first 
mentioned. 

I have heard of a new print of a gentle^ 
man going to Hanover on horseback^ with 
his lady behind him ; holding an infant^ and 
several other children desiring his atten- 
tion* 

I find the account of admiral Hyde Par-* 
ker*8 success is generally believed. The 
Dutch^ I hear^ will bear the taking of their 
(ships very quietly. 

Je me ftaite que /a san$i ei les plaism €^f^ 
fribuent tgakmeta i rendre le sgour <k Baik 
aprhble i men cher fiapa. Je lui jar heme hs 
hmmages les plus tendres et les plus respctuew^ 
it je Jms de Fespoir dt voir saphysionomk anr 
mncer les effets bet^eux de sa tmt^Utiti 
d^fsprit^ 
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LETTER XXXI. 



Prince* S'Court^ 
Janudfry % 1780. 

JVlANY thanks, dear papa^ for the enter^ 
tainiog French verses ; and many more fo; 
the pleasure of the letter which they accc^-^ 
pMlied* I bave transcribed theqi^and inqlose 
l^oi as you desired. J can solve the diffiQi^ty 
y0u Md lord Kelly are in con^emiQg. ^^^^^ 
fki^'' f' ParM/er'\is (like Penelope'^ ^pigfett 
work) constantly, undoing ; and to me ^ i^s^ 
pidaa employ ment, that I wonder how th^ 
French ladies, who have so much vivacity,c§rti 
take such pleasure in it as they do in num- 
bers. It consists merely in untwisting gold 
thread ; that is, separating the gold from the 
silk it is twisted with in order to be woven 
or worked. The vogue of this employment 
o 5 
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occasions a great many presents beii^ madtf 
of pieces of gold stuff, &c. merely to^ be 
undone ; and I take " le fiigeon de JuirjUage^^ 
with the other things mentioned^ to be of 
that sort. At the jour de tan of last year, 
the duchess mentioned a great number of 
presents given her on the occasion, pwr 
JiarjUer. You see that neither taste nor in- 
genuity is shewn in this, as in other amuse* 
ments of the female sex« 

I have just received a letter from thei 
duchessf, in which she gives you good ad» 
vice. I am not going to copy it for the 
compliment at the conclusion ; but to make 
you smile, and that you may see the interest 
she takes in your affairs. •* Je vous stmiaiie 
une bonne ann/e: celle-ci a bienjime pour\e> sena* 
teur, etpar consequent /lour vous. Qu*il se con- 
duise hien: qu^U ne fosse plus de detteSj et tpfil 
f aye tout doucetnent les anciefities ; efffin, qn^il fasse 
dire de hi tout le bien qit'i/ merite, et qu*i/firouve 
qu'il a merits wiefille charmante comme vous^ 

Quand/e comte d'Estaing est arrivi a Versailles^ 
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iS; roi ^i9H a la chasse ; et U tCa vu cettefm que 
monsieur de Sartine, et momieur de Maurepas^ 
chez lesquels U s'est rettdu. II tCavoit pas en- 
core fiu reiaurner a la cour le 26 Decembre, les 
medecins lui ayant defendu de sortir. Le comte 
d'Estaing a la jambe gauche retiree (contract- 
ed) /f^r sa blessure^ et U est fort maigri. There 
was no news of the remainder of his fleet 
when the haron wrote. 

I was very well entertained last night at 
the play ; but regretted that the wit in 
Love for Love should be so often disfigured 
by indecency. The altered pantomime is 
extremely well executed, and with very good 
scenery. The storming of fort Omoa is aa 
amazing contrivance; done with excellent 
perspective, and a most gloripus noise. The 
sailor with the two cutlasses is introduced : 
but they have made additions to the story 
that, hurt it greatly. 

An officer from sir Henry Clinton is said 
to have arrived with an account to govern- 
ment of admiral Hyde Parker's success^ as 
reported some time past. 
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Bon SBtTj tHM ires ^htr a tres aimaiif fia/Ml 
4pr^€Z^'miS resfiectucux ei iendres hmmages. 



LBTTBR XXXII. 



♦ Gi^osvenor-squarey 

July 15, 1795. 
EVEB-BEAB IPAPA^ 

X AM happy to find that your health hzs 
not suffiired, as I feared it might, by such in* 
auspicious weather ; and I flatter myself the 
accounts will be more favourable in every 
succeding letter, but I cannot divest myself of 
considerable anxiety. I had the favour of yours 
of Sunday on the following day; a regu« 
larity I heartily wish may continue.— I am glad 
you have plenty of strawberries, and that 
Trusty is aconstant attendant, as becomes bii 
species and his name. — ^I'here have been se- 
veral mobs for some days past at Charing* 
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cross and in St. George's-fields^ cbtefiyex* 
cited by the falsehoods of bad people about 
more crimping. They assembled also in 
Downing-street, and broke a few panes of 
glass at Mr. Pitt's ; which has been exag- 
gerated^ according to custom. The military 
were called out ; but their appearance alone 
seems to have proved sufficient, and I trust 
all is now quiet. Happily, bread is not 
again advanced. 

I have passed a very ple^ant day at Rich- 
mond ; with madam e de Cambis, the U^e 
hmWyy and the duchess De la Tremoille: 
by means of an acquaintance of the latter, 
we saw the kangaroos belonging to the 
king ; which are now multiplied into a herd. 
Several of them are females : and it is most 
Prions and comical to see the heads of the 
young peep out of the bag with which the 
dam is provided ; looking (as it were) at the 
world to see how they like it, before they 
» venture to become inhabitants. They are 
ftx months in this state, and you see the 
dam and the young grazing from one body. 
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They are tame. BufFon mentions this ex«* 
traordinary animal under the name of sa^ 
rigue, ou opossum. 

Lord Macartney's life is marked with un- 
common variety ; and his mission to a king 
without a kingdom, is a complete contrast 
with his late embassy to China. 

Lord Moira has announced that he leaves 
town on Friday ; and all who embark with 
him have orders to be at Southampton on 
Tuesday. The present Monsieur is to join 
the expedition, but not to land here. The 
comte De la Ch&tre, and fifty or sixty more 
officers, set out last night. 

Major Harcourt is gone to the West In- 
dies, to the great concern of lady Shuld- 
ham ; and I regret so worthy a young man 
being thus exposed. 

I dispatched a packet for you this morn* 
ing. — The owls are well ; and madame Fairy 
is lively ; and, I hope, sage en mime terns. 
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[The following two letters from Mr. 
Wilkes^ at Paris, to his daughter, in Lon« 
don, were accidentally omitted in their pro- 
p^ place.3 



Paris^ Bue des Saints Peres^ 
February 23, 1766. 

X AM greatly oblige to my dearest daughter 
for all the words of tenderness and affection 
which I find in her most pleasing letter of 
the 10th of February. I am quite recovered : 
and I take more care of myself than ever ; 
which prudence is likely to last as long as 
the memory of having been ill presses on 
my mind, — I suspect, not much longer. 

Marmontel has made a pastoral of the tale 
of the Bergere des jilpes, which I saw last 
night. It has no great success. I went 
chiefly out of compliment to our good 
friends in the Rtie Rotfole ; who protect the 
piece^ and the musician. They had cele« 
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brated both the poetry and the musick in so 
high strains, that the public expectation was 
raised too much. The men observe, that a 
beauty too greatly cried up never anuseac 
the public find, that the Bergire des Alpes 
is uninteresting as a poetical or comic opera^ 
but admire it as a tale. An Englishman can 
scarcely bear to hear all the tenderness which 
a gentle shepherdess inspires a gallant heart 
with, frittered away in a musical dialogue of 
quavers and semi-quavers. — Poor Mrs. Cib-* 
ber ! how I lament her death i Besides ber;. 
superior talents for the stage, she could 
melt the soul by the most tender and path^** 
tic strains, infinitely superior to all the flash 
and fire of wit. I believe you heard her sing. 
Henry and Catherine once in Great Greorge- 
street. That song, in her plaintive turtle 
note, has often filled my eyes with tears. 

The two Helvetian^nymphs inquire much 
about their dear miss Wilkes ; and ask me, 
when you are to come to Paris. My an- 
swer is, that as soon as 1 have permission 
to go to London, I shall pay my respects to 
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you there ; and that we shall return toge- 
ther to the capital of the sprightly Gauls. 
You would be better lodged here, my sweet 
Polly, than even in the Rue St. Ntcaise; 
and mademoiselle La Vallerie is always here. 

Madame Grandsire, from Calais^ came 
here lately ; and told me there was a box 
you had left at that place, which she sent to 
me here. I found that it contained two oi 
my dear girl's pajlels ; which I have just put 
up, and they are now the best ornaments bf 
my cahinei des livres. 

I have not received the letter you men* 
tion from Mr. Fogh, nor a line from Mr. 
Nixon for above a twelvemonth. .1 beg you 
to remember me to them both ; and be as* 
Bured^ my dear angel, that I am ever 

your affectionate father, 

John Wilkes. 
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Paris^ Rue des Saints Peres, 
March 3y 1766. 

X THANK my dearest daughter for her 
obliging solicitude about my health. I am 
now quite re-established : and am able to en* 
joy the agreeable parties of the baron, Hel- 
xetiu^ Pdletier, &c. ; though (what gave 
the highest delight to all) the company of 
my dear misB Wilkes is wanting. The ba* 
Jim has been 1U ; Sf> has lord Edward Ben* 
iinck ; and^ in short, most people here. 

. We had a most ridiculous horse-race here 
last Tuesday, on the plain de sahlofi; be- 
tween the comte De Lauragais (whom you 
know), and lord Forbes ^n Irish peer- My 
lord won. All Paris was present, and most of 
the court. It was a fine mild morning ; and 
the spectacle of four thousand brilliant equi- 
pages, the young nobility of both sexes, 
&c. &c^, was very pleasing. Spme of the 
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princes of the blood were present; and 
there was a kind of second race among them 
afterwards. This frivolous giddy nation 
amused themselves with this trifle for three, 
days. Lauragais's younger brother was mar- 
ried the same morning. Madame P. diioit^ 
monsieur Lauragais tCaJias un sou a donner a son 
frere ; voila fiourquoi il se cassera la tite^ comme 
un cadeau de noces. 

The two Helvetiuses are impatient to see 
you ; but not half so much as mademoiselle 
La Vallerie and I are. We talk erf' you every 
day. 

Lady Berkeley is here, with her two daugh« 
ters and the young lord. Every creature 
pities the two young ladies, for the sad ex- 
ample a mother daily sets before their eyes. 
They soon return to England ; except my 
lord, who is to continue here. 

I am ever, my sweet girl, with all possible 
tenderness, 

your affectionate father, 

Jo9N WiLKsa. 



/)r. /?*♦**♦*♦ to Mr. Wilkes. 

^^h September^ 1775. 
JU'R. H******* presents his respectful 
cotTipliments to the lord-mayor and the lady- 
mayoress ; and takes the liberty of returning 
them his most hearty thanks for their great 
politeness to him yesterday^ and for theis 
having been the means of his passing one of 
the most agreeable days he ever spent. He 
begs leave to acquaint his lordships that he has 
been this morning at the queeh's^bouse: where 
he so fixed matters^ that his lordships and 
any three or four friends of bis, may view it 
at their own leisure^ and at whatever hpuir 
is most convenient ta them^ — either on next 
Saturday, Monday, or Tuesday, mornings. 
They have only to inquire at the door for 
Mr. Cross, the head porter, and tell him 
they came from Dr. H*******; and he will 
procure them immediate admittance. Thp 
doctor is extremely concerned that his being, 
obliged t6 leave London on Saturday de- 
prives him of the honour of attending his 
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lordship to the queen's^house i and thinks it 
proper to observe, that he did not drop the 
most distant hint that his lordship was to be 
of the intended party. - If Dr. H******* 
might take such a liberty, be would recom* 
mend it to the lady-mayoress to accompany 
her father to Buckingham house, as he is 
certain she will receive the highest pleasure 
from the sight of the delightful collection 
of pictures there* 



Tie Recorder to Mr-. fVilkes^ 

John-streetj Bedford-row^ 
October I9, 178e. 

1 HAj) rather Mr. alderman Wilkes should 
hear from myself than from others, that I 
have abused his relation of the 24th of Sep- 
tember (the language as well as the sub- 
stance of it) to some of his worthy. brothers 
of the court of aldermen : and that I re- 
tracted n9thing that I had said after I was 
told who h^d penned it « but, on the con- 
trary, promised you a trimmings for your^ 
carelessness. 
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I have since discovered, that the defect id 
point of language was imputable to the re* 
corder, who sent me a mutilated copy. This 
relieves me from the surprise I felt that any 
thing ill-penned could come from you. 

Now, my dear sir, let me present to you 
my humble remonstrance (you know you 
love a remonstrance), and a parenthesis, upon 
the substance of this curious relation; How 
could you— who I always understood did not 
iove mischief for the sake of mischief— as* 
sist in the fabricating such a relation ? 

I appeal to your own practice ; with your 
talents, you never thought it prudent to ha^ 
eard interfering in our judicial proceedings 
at the Old Bailey. Men who have not your 
talents are i)ow called upon, on pain and pe* 
ril that may fall thereon, not to sit still and 
let the business go on. We shall have charm- 
ing deliberation ! very edifying, no doubt. 
For Heaven's sake get yourselves and us out 
of this scrape, by rescinding your resolution • 

I am, always, Mr. alderman Wilkes's 
most humble servant^ 

James Eyrs. 
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LETTER T, 

Tuesday, 14 May. 
PEAR SIR, 

1 SHOULD set out for Scotland to-morrow ; 
but I will stay on purpose to have a dinner 
with lord Mountstuart and you. Let me 
know then, by a note, this night if possi- 
ble, or to-morrow morning before ten, if 
that party can hold on Thursday, provided I 
can fix the third man. Send the note to me, 
at lord Mouatstuart*s, Hill-street, Berkeley- 
square. I think our tavern should be the 
Crown and Anchor. 

Yours, &c. 

^ Jambs Boswell. 



LETTER II, 

Tkwsday^ \Qth November. 
DEAR SIR, 

JVlR. fiDswell will, with great pleastrrfe, obey 
the gl^d summons to Kensington-grov^^'on 
Sunday next ; and is happy to understand,, 
that mon reverend Jiere Villeite*^ in the dis- 
charge of his duty, is to be there to receive 
the confession of John Wilkes, as an amn4^ 
honorable to the Scotch. 

Courtenay told me this morning, when I 
asked him if he was to be with you, that 
you did not kttojy where be was. I do know : 
and if you will enclose his card to me, I will 
deliver it,- and insure him In time. But he 
feys, if y<ta do • not send sood^ he will be 
engaged. 

I am glad of every opportunity "to' assure 
j:ou.^h»|t^j^^v«r/ianj^v«[yijjp*^^ nA 




jmn wxLitss, R4« St9 



X,BTTE& Hi; 



SiUurday^ June 2d. 
MY DBAR 8IB^ 

i OXJ said to me yesterday of my magnum 
opus^ " it is a wcmdepful book." Do con- 
firm this to me, so as I may have your m//- 
mtmmm in my archives art Auchinleck. I 
trust we shall meet while you are in town, 

>Ever most truly yours, 

James Bitew£x«i.. 



XETTEK IT. 

Itth ^ May. 
hMAM STtt; 

AB I nmlertook to be ^e negoctator <»f 
the dinner at yoor house, the shertlF of Bed- 
flmhhire, his brother, and an old Veauvms 
Mlow-trairdler, beg to kmm if nmi tkm^ 
diy the itth will be eonireoient for Ae 
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chamberlain of London ? — My best compli- 
ments to miss Wilkeg^. . She knows my con- 
ditional threatening, that you have been 
mon beau^pert. 

Vale! 

Jambs Bosw£xt« 



LETTER V. 

Wednesday y 9Ast of Mi^^ 

JVIr. BoswBtL'6 coihpliments to Mr, 
Wilkes. He rejoices to find he is so much 
better as tobe^kbroad. He finds that it would 
not be unpleasant to Dr. Johnson to dine at 
Hff. Wilkes's. The thing would be so cu- 
riouBly benignant, it were a pity it should- 
not take place. Nobody but Mr. BosweH 
should be asked to meet the doctor,— ^M^. 
Boswell goes for Scotland, on Friday the 
30th. If then a card were sent to the doc- 
tor on Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday^ 
without dehy, it is to be hoped he would be 
fixed ; and notice will be sent to Mr« Boswell. 
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LETTER VI. 



MT DEAR SIR9 

^^R\ Malone, Mc. Courtenay, attd I 
(your old travelling dassical companion) will 
be much disappointed if jou do not meet us 
:to-day at Mr. Dilly's* ; where you will find 
wit, wine, and gatei^ de cceur. Remember 
the jovial song, in which we read 

Talk no more of whig mnd tojry ; 

Let state affairs. 

And worldly cares. 
Be thought of more at leisure. ^ 

Your excuse ther^re of being engaged 
tg atjiiend your duty iu parliament, will nol 
be allowed; and were the call-f" ever 8a> 
string, you would be time enough ^fter 
sopfie plea3ant hours with us. 
■ ■' — ■'■ II. . I I 1 1,.,. < I ._ 

* Bookseller in the Poultry. 

t There was a call of the house on that djjy, 

pa 



Your life 18 already too rich in inddent to 
require anpUier outlaxtny io vary and animate 
yqdr !betnd^. But if jou do not come, de- 
piimd upon it you shall be o^^^j^e^f^^y us 
as a competent tribunal ; and as lord Mana- 

\l '^Ph'^y«r (wh^<^fi'yBu-'^<#«^^ 

fjtfctf^^br^'^ir wsrtiiiig, mt-r'aiM 

W^^diffotAliUldMM^ thai: yoii^ &m^ 
}^ ^m^the^evdreed. Xet me itdflM 
fSi i9'^'^(^ irWbich you ih^eM^j 
|ano»]'Yor^ But^'Wactdriess a great ^«6rSbit- 
.y'kt*ttofce:"^^^:"'^ v : • V T ^,»a«r «B 
,85r:. ,ri^ , .:// :i|.', lUiv- •!•.>., << .. ,-ffi -.rosnos 
, HI^vilftiiMOfihM, 9Uaiafp iptft t^i^ , . fisri v 
'l.-. ;. .. •■• ^ • '. , -./..,{' I 
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LE7TSa VII. . 

^i , MinhrjgK^^,^ 

' «6M ATw, I775i 

■'■' -lilt LokB, •■ ^ -'^"- -' ^'-■- --^ 

CAi*^Eo at the xuQsk>abQim when ];9^ 
kirdsbip was out of tp^rn ; 3n4.f^)^M^% i;^ 
sjtgdred jQur Cologne ga9;eUe9>. w^c^/«^9J3^ 
ll^piiph eiuertainnieot. , Believ^jqEie,^.^^ 
Vf^ ^9ibli^ pf your polite 4ii^^9J)lj^g 

^Iarl)f ;^heii l w^ last kf. j^mc|fi^ Wc 
wpj-f ^l^ic^l and gay at the B^awswyij Bo^ 
aa when at Rome and Napife^^ mi; did | 
coneem myself more with^your wild poliucs^ 
than yott did ivith my dnB Scbtsh %w. 

I have recommended to the care of 
Mr. Pilly, who is my chargS d'affaires^ to 
get a pedigree of our family authenticated 
before your ]prdship; to be transmitted to 
my brother^ a merchant at Valencia in Spain, 
It is a matter of some consequence to him 
in that country ; and I am sure you will be 
lund enough to let it have all due solemnityf 
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It is long since I enjoyed the pleasore 06 
your correspondence; WHY you renevr it 
ifvith me now ? I should value as curiosities 
of the first rate^ lively sallies from a lord^-^ 
mayor of London ; sueh as those from Mr« 
Wilkes, iwhich arc preserved in my cabinet;; 

You did not like my addressing you, my 
lord^ when' I saw you in private. Having, 
therefore, in the beginning of my letter^ 
paid the proper compliment to the cbief-ma^ 
gistrate of the city of London ; I shall am*' 
clude^ as^ formerly^ dear st'r, 

your very humble servant, 

James B08WM.1& 
' I begmybestcomj^imeDts to misfrWilkc^ 



XETTEK VIXI. 



MY BBAJL sua, . » : | 

I CAME up from North Britain some 'weeks 
ago; but I was hardly arrived, when Dr. 
Johnson carried me with him on a ja»nt fo 
Oxford^ lichfield ^isnativecity), «]ii<D^« 
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bysbire : so that I was like a sailor whotbas - 
eome ofFa long voyage, and is pressed intb^ 
harbour ; only that I was a volunteer under 
an illustrious philosophical commandejr^ 
Since my return to- the metropolis I haA^e 
been so dissipated^ that I have not bad the 
pleasure of being with you, my classical 
friend; for though we differ widely in religiorj 
and politics, // y a des points oil nos am^. sq^f 
uniesy as Rousseau said to me in his^wild,];^]- 
treat. ^ 

I am delighted to find that, my honojui:^ 
friend andMecasnas^ my lord Mountstuart, 
made an excellent speech on the Seotch mi- 
^im bill ; and. I «n pecidiarlyjddf^jbtifdtto 
liear that you gave him lively applause. Et 
iUy Brute ? may be applied to you in an amia- 
ble sense here. Will you make me happy, 
by teHing'me yourself how well you liked it? 
If you knew his nobleness of soul as well as I 
^^, • you woi>ld almost allow him to be a 
prince of high prerogative ; because it would 
-be only allowing a large power of doiilg 
gobdi where there is a large inclinajtiiJn* O 



of luxurious leisure ? for I woy)4|||£|uEifa|§^ 

Italjj, ^njo/ v;i..;'.''^ ia-'jfn .m iBSjb 
deaf nr. yours^ 

vitb siDccre good wnbev 
,t^yt\vt.'>v\.uK^ M.;-;/. J^^«*« • Bos WBtt^ 



d900[^Barpssa{^ni: : '^rmrii a^tsc^adol .iQ 

nious raen^ to whidh J luive. free access, I 
find a great' maiiy'^cni Dr. Annstrone ^ 




y2W'ai''8i^pi<^'4^'Wi^h'w'ell'iyi¥? 



P^ay, make my compliments acd^ibdib 

to miss WIftea; ^ and belinncf tie td W^ 

dear sir^ most socially yoqrs^ ' *^ *' 

Jambs BoswBLi.^ 



25th Mi^, I78S. , 
Alflt- BoswjBLL presents his best compli- 
ifl^nis jtp Mr« aod miss Wilkes : enclosea 
Dr. Johnson's answer;; and ^^regnBt^ much 
that so agreeaUe a mfcting must be dcf 

lyaed'vii^d^t'^kH ai' Mrfio^uny^ 

ftle^d^Hdr^db^Uain a feW'^af^, Hope^^ 
Ma^1vtefcs't«tl^^^^ to Sim ther«:^ ^^^^ ' ' 

^ Inclosed. . ^ 

r *' ^?y 2< 1783, 




radise." ' p 5 



[f n -Mr* BoBweWs: Miti o( I}fi.yJi:llmsanf 
thene J are tM^ anecdotes of Mr^ Wilfc(?* 
which may be repeated here without impror 

^* My friend Mr. Dilly, bookseller in. the 
Poultry, London^ iavked me to nieet Mr. 
A^ilke$ and some more gentlemen, at hisr 
liouse to dinner on Wedne^^ay, the 5th of 
May, 177& ^Pray,' said I, Met us have 
Dr. Johnson/ ' What, with Mr. Wilkes ? 
not for the world' said Dilly ; ^ Johnspa 
would never forgive me/ * Come/ said I,. 
^ if you wilMet me negociate for you, i will 
be answerable that all shall go weB/ Dilly 
acquiesced, Boswell went to iPohnsc?!,.. 4iid 
told Knri that Mr. Dilly sebt his m6st res^eCt- 
fiir compliments to him, and would be happy 
if he would ^o him the honour to dine witte 
him on Wednesday next, along wkh him 
[Boswell}, as he must soon ^to^SciS^lamll 
John on replied, * I am obliged tO'Mr.'DiUy-^ 
r .will Wait on him.* ' ' ' ' 

'«* Boswell.— * Provided, «ir, I Suppose; 
tliat the company which he is to have 'ace 
agrteable to ybtt* ♦'ii-Jo 



. ««^^*!te0ri*^-^ WhJat do^ytrtl raMn^T^ir? 
^at Ab yoix teike me for? Doyou-thHaferli: 
arti so ignorant of the world, as to tm&girie 
that I am to prescribe to a gentlemah whftt? 
Gonipany he is to have at his table?' • 

" Bbsvvell. — * I beg yourpardorf, sir^ foti 
wishing to prevent you from meeting pwplbf 
whom you. might not like; Perhaps he may 
hare some of his patriotic friendsi' 

" Johnson, — ^* What care /for his patriotic 
friends P .7 

**Boswell< — ' I should not be surpriseid to. 
find Jack Wilkes there** ' , . , 

*^ John$o».T— ^ And if Jack Wilkes, should 
bevtbere^ wh^t is that to. me ?* 
:. ^^'Oni the Wednesday, I waited pn Jj5|m- 
son, and' took him to Dilly's. When we^ 
entered the drawing room, he found himself 
in. the mjldst.of a company he did pot know.'* 
i observed hioi w;hi§pering tp Dilly,. * Whp, 
is thdt gentleman ?^ * Arthur Lee,' saic^^ 
Dilly. — Johnson. * Too, too, too,' (under 
his breathy) which was one of his lii^^i- 
tual raurmurings, Lee, was ^obnpxic^us to 
Johnson, because he was aq^m^ripan pa« 



tM < deaHraAnor omioi 

booki he sat down pn a window^aealK^U] Am 
tbe lobteriug aoond 4^£ >' Diniler isjflU the 
taU^' rotmd:hii»framIus W9ftni!k MA bnt. 

l^tionMiiil;^ ^M#i WiULCfrpkoi^^ziiiiia^no^tfto 
Diu.i^ohn6on^>Qii4l behaved to' him 'wiih.io 
nmebffttQiitite andpolftanels^llfaaA be gained 
%fw iiip^imsnsiUj^^' /:Mn^Wilbeawas<:»WD]r 
MsMoouamilefpmgfimytG ^'^^J^ 

giwihe Iekve^«ii^it biidtter \MiMtu\MMaSi 

this Mr. Lee wrote a Irsfct of mucKrelebntv,^ emilfc^, 
^' An' A^4k\ ite'lhe Jusdce iifl^W«ryi*^l)t^e-^lt 
UrOft^ BfWi^/^ tbeV^9etit^I»»^tK«« wHElJ^eJ^' 

cl>ft9('9*> .HP<^ which. Dr. Franklin sent it to Mr. Almon. 

who accepted it. Tliere were mat)y thousands of it circa- 
•\l>{eSl bM, !h Ehgland zni XinvtSSi}^^ y^lWbi^ 

Inct on the subject at that timf^ Editat. 



Mthplaoeaey; ' ; ': -r r^ -^v /-v-i. ;f^'^ -d ^iood 
: ' ^* Jlfter a Kitle eoiniefiKriEtoQ^ :prt^^ 
and Mr« Wilkes became voy good^ul^Kkiff 

^httj Mln .Wi&ei ; remarlkdfi 4hat mooa^ 
ftU the bold flights of $faal»|>e9ie^itoigui& 
4iaD^ the boUesI ms .t!w makttigptfiHrtnnt)* 
iBioodfoaichto Dali6inaimi;>m3Q«[(i«i9 A im^ 
y§htte thove aaser. wts 9 ^tf»i^i^ajiM^ga 
ScodBtid I Hal hai.hftJ JUidibeid9d3»b»% 
dd^thfltithfi&cbmiiisli iUveijrr9£4b«di}gUa»iB 
itf;&aMjlani wm tke< sin^ i^oeption^^^ftift-. 
Uh/s r e ma i k of *^ il i e m a utita i n ' nyropb^-iBwect 
liberty,* being^^ wqrshipi^ in all Hilly (i^va^ 

hud >ibd^eD//p0cms9iiMi .pfas barr^ : f^trnl 
tlUD»4cat^aiid'Woodered they: triMMild^dhfMBite 
ie Jdtetsdhiii^ *Wby;iih^, alfb<ftteWtt«te 
js comparative r khe Scotch WdiiliTiftotlLtfdlir 

>>*d tft.. be l^arrf^j^.,rp7iAg^?^.. ^m? „lg^trf5}J|p 
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groans, Wilkes said, *'Poor oW EngfattcTi^^ 
lost V Johnson replied, "Sir; it isnot s6 tnuch 
to be lamented that oFd England is lost, 4§ 
that the Scotch have found it.* Wilkes re- 
joined, ' Had lord Bute governed Scotland 
only, I should not have taken the trouble to 
write his eulogy, and dedicate Mortimer to 
him/ 

*' I attended Johnson home; and had the sa- 
tisfaction (o hear him tell Mrs. Williams how 
much he had been pleased with Mr. Wilkes'S' 
company, and what an agreeable day he had 
passed.!' 

The other anecdote 4sriAe fbUowiti^.'— In 
May 1781 1 Mf. Wilkes,- Dr. JebMOn^ and 
Mr.' Boswell, dined agftwat Mr. :Dmy'^5 
Mr. Boswell relates the conversation m thjiS. 
manner. 

* " Wilkes. — ^ I have beenfthiDkingx.Dr^. 
JbhnsoT), that there shoald 1^ a biU.fcnrofVfcght 
rtito ptirtiament that the caninoverted ejecr^ 
tions for Scotland should be tried in. that 
country, at their ovi^n. d>bey of Hqly-^ood 
House, and not here ; for the consequence 



JOHN WZLKPS, z^<^^ 927 

of trying them here is, that we haye an in- 
undation of Scotchmen, who come up and 
never go hack again. Now here is Boswelt, 
who is come up on the election for hi« own 
county, which will not last a fortnight.* 

*^ Johnson. — * Nay, sir, I see no reason 
why they shoiJd be tried at all ; for you know 
one Scotchman is aa good as another. 

^^ Wilkes. — ^ Pray, Boswell, how muck 
may be got in a year by an advocate at the 
Scotch bar ?' 

*^ Boswell. — * I believe, two- tliousancf 
pounds.* 

** Wilkes. — * How 4an it be possible to^ 
sljptnd that monejr m Scotland V , ^ 
^'•' J(:}hf}soni — ^ Why^ sir, (be money w^jpf 
hb speiit in England : hot there is a h^rc^er 
^tieition. If one man m Scotland ,get3 pov 
session of two thousand pounds, what re- 
mains for all theresi^ of the nation V . 
■ *^ Wilkea. — ^ You know, in Jthe last war, the 
immense booty which Thurot carried off by 
the complete plunder of seven Scotch isles t 
he embarked with three-and'Sixpence.* ** 
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It 



¥©U will gi«atfy oWige me, IT yoti tt^riH? 
Mfl^ kind to let me hafeasi^of^it^ 
kfittes (if Pope yoti mentioned bst l»g^ ^ot^ 

ifiHrW tak^. ^Antf Tt^ r^n^ ttKili WC 

nH^HtieMi Pam always, ««rM^,;^^ ""-^ ^^-^ 
verymairulfy ahdsinc^rdvyoais. V , 

.nciicdiiiW 2s :;3¥/ &!hdSWII%'ib 
^icm I'aqc? k r.c Uito t/3a £ lo asoso^ 



.1? "q ^ T " ^ • 
XiSTTBR II»" 

JE AM very much flattered^ by &e stroi^ 
testimony of fiiendship ^v^icfiyour very kind 
fetter brought me. Tbe^proepect you held 
eut would indeed be equally pleasant and 
profitdi^ ^ifr'Ware possible for ifte at pre* 
8^8li'fo -eng^kgttr Ih such an undertakings as 
publiahiag tt complete 'eMtiM^i6lP ^l^pe. 

%fcfi*^^l^^ to J^WkIj^^ W^^i\9S^J^ 
^^h^i jsjiiwdd, lj9 Jiappy^^ti^jhiya ]^^ 

«iyfcIfiR#%tPfllff ^m» on PpHe-ii.a jpijiB^ 
phlet of aboufet^85|eeii^|i^g^, ,I[ 'IW^^IJ^ 




di^Mm»ii,' as well as Warburton. 

By the way, what would be the coose* 
yieQoe of a new edition of Pope's woAb^ 
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with respect to the present proprietdrr of* 
tiie copy-right ^ Tbis perhaps might be • 
managed: or rather, the right, by this 
time, must be. extinguished. 

You will do me an inexpressible favour, 
if you have ever any leisure, to give a line 
of the news stirring,; and particularly any 
relating to our friend, Mu Hastings. 1^ 
heg my/ best respects to miss Wilkes : and^ 
Eam^my dear sir^ with true regard^ 

your faithful, affectionate, 
and obliged servant, 

J*> Wabtor.. 



LETTER III; 



Tanmutht Jsltof tVtght^. 
August ^^ J793» 
MY PEA» 8IK, 

Jl fepd on the Kopes of ditimg with you oA 
Monday the 26ih instant, if the ^reather^ 
continues good; but beg you to consider, 
that I do not make an absolute engagement, 
but will tdce my chance of finding yoft al 



home. I must return that nigKt to New- 
port. Though I have a thousand things to 
8i^toyou> I can now only add that 
I ami dear sir, 
very faithfully and sincerely yours, 

J» Warton. 
My best compliments to iniss Wilkes, i£ 
with you* 

iiTT„'.ir.U I V^,M. - 

fFickham^ near Fareham^ 
# July n, 1796. 

MY ]9BAa SIK^ 

JtIaVING made an inquiry in which I was^ 
much interested — ^whether you were got to 
your delightful cottage in the island, I re* 
ceived authentic information from a gentle*^ 
man who saw you last Saturday at the Foun* 
tain inn at Portsmouth, that you passed' 
through tbaf place on that day. I design to 
give myself the great pleasure of dining with 
you at Sandown on Wednesday, the 20th 
ihst; but would' beg you not to break 
through any engagement you may have, lest 



oent^ froIn^|tuUingJny.pL[^l yito^JMsp^^MM^ 

Bdievemfiilwi^«,,.d9f4v4r»( . tisril 

your affectionate^nd very faitbfu) lifietidj^ 

. ^ aiuUiBxnblej^ervaQtr i: ruo 

' ■ JfETTSB V. . .^ 

JLT \|ra« mjr 6^ed iqtQptiao to h»ye «f^«t£ 
we great |>leasur,e of vi,siti»«70»,vi tKewlsMj 
tmsj^'eek.' B«ti you ^d Ifha*ie;Mjrt|dnlDngl 








dderouna^tho. charming erouods and park 



.HOTKA 



i^tBo. charming grounds and park 



^MNi^ tidtse, I iirii assured bVef^hd^yer 
that the tiotle br6iigT)t fdj: me Wsls remark- 
abijrqtiet and iafe, and oiie that I6rd Malmes- 
' bury alw&ys rede himself. The instant I 
mounted^ this quiet horse kicked and 
plungedt reared, &c« and threw me off on 
my side: fortunately without breaking armj 
leg» or skull ; 1>ut straining and lyrenching 
the large muscle under the arm. I wa)i 
blooded, oppodeldoc*d, &c. and got hom^ 
as I could.; but the rheumatism having fal-^ 
l^fi on the part, is very painful, and a fit of^ 
the g«it in my foot ha^ followed.— A long^^ 
detail <rf^ myself you will think, if not &^y/ 
Af "^present I am confined to my chiif* ^ 
t Your neighbour miss CartM' is with lis. 
Jiatmt know bow long you shdHcenttoup, 
iil^^e islimd. I am.^aid we shattnot tiave 
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LETTER VL 

tyickham^Sfpt. SO, 1797. 

MT BEAR SIR, 

JL HOPE you are safely housed in Grosvenoiv 
square, and escaped the pelting storms which 
have assailed your delightful island. We 
shall not, I fear, so easily escape our poli- 
tical tempests. — So then, all hopes of peace* 
are vanished. You are in the midst of the 
world. 1 am quite out of it. 

Do you see, or is it worth your while to 
see, how I have been attacked in the last 
Monthly Review? Principally because I, 
a grave doctor, should have dared to insert, 
in my edition of .Pope the sober a^vfce from 
>Horace, and the admirable' pleadings of Scrili- 
lerus concerning the Double Mistress, bpth 
which Pope himself had inserted in an edition , 
published by his friend .Dodsley. IcannQtl^i^t 
sfaileatsuch an impotent attaclc.— The.same 
good critic is also angry that I should have 
interwoven what I had before said in my Es- 
say on Pope; — to do which was one of the 
principal motives for my undertaking the 
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edition. You may be assured I laid my ac- 
count and expected to be attacked, and 
therefore bear such a bombardment with pa- 
tience and insensibility. 

But I have been only this morning inform- 
ed, that Iliave been unmercifully scourged in 
the last edition of the Pursuits of Literature, 
which I have not seen. I much wish you 
fipuld hear, and would let me know, who is 
the author of that strange work. Surely the 
verse part of it is the most harsh, crabbed, 
and obscure, that has been produced since 
the days of Persius; and evidently written 
for the sake of the long pedantic notes. One 
shall hardly see such drawcansir-work, 
Every body is censured and abused. The 
satirist defies discovery, saying it will be im- 
possible to find him out. All I say relates 
to the Jirst edition ; not having seen the last. 
Give me a line on this subject. 

My bestTcmembrances and compliments to 
miss Wilkes. 

I am, my dear sir, with true regard, 
very faithfully and sincerely yours, 

J. Wakton. 



mm ^BsioiM or 

1 tHOiTLD, my dear sir, hare pefformed my 
promise ftt Hdlyhead, 'had n<st my arriving 
Blmott at the infttant of the padiet's depar- 
ture deprived me of that pleasure. My jour* 
ney through England and part of Nordb 
Wales was much more pkasaitt 'than 1 had 
reason to expect : as die storm of nnnvrhidi 
a]^iearedto' W lecill previous to myleavtng 
Xondon, I found had extended quite across 
our island; prodttctngthei^eaaing^flSBcls of 
H temperate dtmosphercy and roadatieeftom 
duSty^—^dreum^anoea whidh^ in moM^ra- 
rperstitioos times, a trBveDenvocBdliamicoii* 
sidered as omens iof a propitms iiifllinre. 
A passage of twenty-ttx hoiuf^ -irftb but 
little variety, ^opened »to ne ^ prospect of 
Dublin*barfao«r ; iirfifch, 1 amtoU, resea* 
bks the bay t>f Naples. Whether the paiv 
tiality of the Irtsfa has iMignifi^ the beautica 
«f 'the watery av«aue to thar capital fay 
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tacit a compajrison or aot^ I am not compe- 
tent to (fectde. That it has its teaoties^ like 
all othar large bays surrounded with hills 
and cultivated shores, I readily admit ; but 
I cannot suppose that we need make a 
voyage to tho Mediterranean for prospects 
aqually extensive and pleasing. Our own 
coast will furnish them> and with the addi- 
, ticm of some eircumstances more picturesque 
and magnifieeat. The sound and harbour 
ofPlymootb, from mount Bdgecumbe ; and 
the more extensive scenes of St« Helen's^ 
5phhead> and Portsmonth, from the Isle of 
Wight; if they do not eelipse, wift ever re- 
main very fermtdabie rivala to atl the beau- 
ties of the bay of Dublin.— *The city, from the 
little i have yet seen-, appears to be an imper- 
fect miniattire of London i the scale fs but 
«mall^ and the resemblance not quite correct* 
Tbe people are anxious Ibr improvement, and 
are perfectly miited. They hold a language of 
which many other European nations are 
ashamed^ perhaps, because it is the lan- 
guage of freedom ; and they have taught a 

TOlU IT. o 
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parliament corrupt .^ a provert>, to assome^a^ 
Gondvot pf virtue by reqdering due (though 
coiqpulsive) obedience to the majesty of the 
people. 

The doctrines of Mr. Fox and Mr* 
Tiiomas Pitt, gave rise to Mr. Flood's idea 
q{ the nece^ity of a formal renunciation 
of all right in the parliament of G/eat Bri- 
tain .to legi*l9te,,eilber externally or inter* 
neUy.ibr this country; apd though Mt. 
Grattan^ and nearly the whole natioUj seem^ 
ed satisfied, with an in)plicit*f enunciation of 
the repeal of. the ,6th of George I. , yet I 
have lio^ do«)bt 4mt Mr. ^loodwill reqeiiice 
ai support eiq^al tp/that M^h^.Mr. Grat^ 
ih«ai;wp^ri^0Q<i, , an4 that . t^e, v^Ju^^i^ss 
miU. sopijii iT^eWe •"- .that what is. cpfi^^c^y 
UwtorBtftQditO;^ iiftplied,. 0*^1*6 c^fflrJiy-^ 
f trily. t9jbe;i?jtpres§pd*" rQn th^istl?SH*^^f? ^* 
^jFitfepMripM»spi4> tf^f^ gq¥P£jte JEftSlpli* 

o( subordinate liberty.. They have ^?een v^y 



atteiiti\^e 'to the conduct of the father 't2)€ 
that idea, and *^ the projifhet has httt little' h^ 
ttaat amongst his countrymen." The asser- 
tion, one day, that partial freedom is a most 
invidious mode of slavery ; and on anothen, 
that Ireland is only intitled to her subordtw 
nate rights ; are declarations frequently the 
subject of conversation and of ridicule. -TiH 
every thing is finally settled between the two 
kingdoms, the people here will.be alive to . 
suspicion.-— The late speech of lord Abingt- 
don has spread an alarm. Clear and uniform 
as his lordship ever hds been relative to 
America, they are surprised at his ambigmty 
on the subject of Ireland : and when he 
spoke of sacrificing every thing in support 
cf the rights of England, without explain- 
ing what he meant } and reserved himeeif 
till the next session for a discussion of thfe 
subject ; the Irish concluded that «ofnethingf 
remained unfriendly and dangemus to them^. 
This, atpresent> is a cause of jealousy;; and 
if Mr. Fif zpatrick shooW return without ^ 
Ibil atid e^rfdicit renuriciation, : theit< su^ir 
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cions ^I be conftrtnhd^ and thSt graCitttde 
turned into rfestotmcftt. 

The volunteefs have been nrfsrepresenfcd 
and misundei^stood in England. They prin« 
cipally consist of the first and middle classes 
of the people (not of the lower order armed 
and paid by subscription) ; and from tbe ro^ 
tation of comknand (except as to their ge« 
nerals and colonels) they preserve a perfect 
equality^ A peer in the rafiks commanded 
byatrade^nan^ is common: an officer -obe 
month/ and a private man the nelt.* Na 
country, except America, has lately eic^ 
hil?itcd ^uch a scene : the first and hesi of 
ciii2eni3 iii arms^ asiserttng their r^Ms ^-de^^* 
riving importance not so m'udi'fibiii tRttf' 
rank and property, as from the seal with 
which they pursoe thisTr bb|ecif> and the per* 
feefibh tajwhick they'^ave attained in the 
military art. If hereafter tht^^ ^aft^Spirc^. 

aAd ^zfiifk^timel^^^^k^SiSi^ ^ ltr«^/ 
present, theycanfi&V^<^f%^%fi4ilAmfaidb^ 



prosperous p€;o}>le- But I jWiJl l^,^l^^ong^t 
tire your patience with my loose observ^tjqcLS^ 

My stay here will be about. a we:ek,frpm 
thi&date. I sh^tll then go to Limfsrick Cojr. 
a few days, and from thence to Cork ;; where^ 
1 shall be happy to receiye a line fropi yoi^^. 
directed to me at Mr. William HpweU!^^ 
merchant, in that city* If you writer by any, 
post from the 8th to the i,itb of July, it^ 
cannot escape me. It will give me pjeasur?^ 
to hear that you have made a final settle-^ 
mcBt with my good friend in Palace-yardji 
and. tOL your mutual satisfaction* . ^ , . , 

You will make my respectful comppr, 
m^nts t^ miss^ Wilkes ; and believe Q?je)^al-, 
tvaysi very truly, . . > yours^^&c^j ., ^..^ 
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I beg leave to assure you, sir, bow yery 
sensible I am of tbe flattering .expressions of 
regard contained in the very polite letter you 
sent to me with it ; and shall be at all times 
happy to merit a continuance of your good 
opinion. Believe me, dear sir, 

your very faithful humble servant, 

Cabmaathbn, 



Thursday Evening* 

JMLR. S^well, of Hadley, sends herewith 
bis respectful compliments to Mr. Wilke^f, 
with the medal of Trajan's bridge over ihp 
Da^iube ; and with another of that emperor. 
Under tbe arch, •' danvbivs'* is quite ef- 
faced. One arch only on the medal : there 
Vere twenty arches. The wholq length of 
the bridge was 4370 Roman feet (5290 
Roman feet to a Roman mile) somewhat 
less than an English mile ; the length some- 
what less 'than four fifths of an English mile- 
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• What a pity it is, that this medal was fiot 
known when Westminster and Blackfrikrs^ 
bridges were framed ! 

. If Mr. Wilkes does not set out before 
eight to morrow morning, Mr. Sewell mil 
wait on him at seven at his inn, to consult 
about getting a complete draught of this 
bridge by some eminent master in Lon- 

W11.LIAM Sewell. 

Perhaps this medal is not .to be found 
elsewhere in the world. 



Xji^ 'the peace 'in- 1783, Mr. Wrlkes 
joined MV.Pitfs party in M^amerit, whick 
\,'ccasi(ined'sdmeschism-among his fnends^ 
^^rid-trbiii^'this tithe he Voted with Mr. Pict 
^iii'alihts principal measures. The «H«fnd. 
"tive'that appeared'to him most easy>*is, tb 
laiiere ttf tlto^ whofti tte''had'jolned,:«<*«r 

than to return to those whom he hadkft. 
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Parties and politic& were at this time m 
such a state <^ fluctuation^ that scarcely 
any man knew on which aide toJook for his 
friend^ whether a© the right or left hand of 
the speaker. Mr. Wi&es^ having made his 
election, received tl^ usual notice from the 
rainistary on the grest days of business.'' Thfe 
following k a cojgr of caae of Ihe treasury 
^ letters to him. 

Treasurj/^chambers, Mcy 2* 

INOT having had an opportunity of speak- 
ing to you in the house, I trust you will ex- 
cuse my asking you in plain lerms, whethiST 
we may count with certainty upon your at- 
tendance and support on Friday next. 
Your% my dear sir, 
most faithfully,. 

Thomas Stb«l«. 

«NO OF THE roVRTja V^LUM«:, 
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